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8 QUESTIONS 

who truly reform^ and live va accordance with the re- 
quirements of Christianity, are specially saved in this 
world ; and the means of salvation which Infinite 
Wisdom and Goodness have devised, will never cease 
till << all shall know the Lord, from the least to the 
greaiest'^ — till "every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue shall swear, saying, In the Lord have I righte- 
ousness and strength." Thus you will see that the 
wicked are, and will be, saved, both in this world and 
that to came. 

The salvation which the gospel brings to view, is 
evidently prospective and special. All mankind are 
prospectively saved, while none but true believer si^ 
(embracing every period of the gospel reign,) are 
specially saved. In proof of this, see 1 Tim, iv. 10 : 
God "is the Saviour of all men, especially of tho^ 
that believe." Also, 1 Tim. iL 4. : God " will haioe 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth." 

No man can be saved in sin — hence all men are 
not saved in this world. "All the ends of the world 
shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before him. "— 
" Even so, in Christ shall all be made alive,'' Hence, 
mankind mtuthe saved in the world to, come. Dis- 
prove this proposition, if you can. 

QUESTION, No. 11. 

" Are the wicked saved by grace, or by works, or by death, or by 

heU-fire?" 
This question betrays a profotujd ignoraace of our 
sentiments, and also a little spice o£ l\i^\>awti^Ati^ 
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eastn which characterizes bh'nd bigotry and fanatical 
zeal. But in the present instance, at least, there is 
more venom in the shaft than vigor in the bow. 

In answer to the question, however, we would re- 
nfiark : The wicked are saved from deserved punish" 
ment by neither of the above means ; for we have 
shown in oar answer to the first question, that God 
<< will by no means clear the guilty '' from such pun- 
ishment. Therefore, if this is the only sense which 
you attach to the word salvation^ your question is ful- 
ly answered ; and we challenge you to disprove its 
correctness. 

But if you are willing to admit that salvation means 
a deliverance from sin^ by reconciling the sinner to 
God, and purifying his afiections, desires and conduct, 
then we say that all the means concerning which you 
inquire, are to be looked upon as efficacious in 
bringing about this glorious result ; that is, if by death 
you mean the dissolution of the body, and by hell-fire, 
divine chastisement. We believe, upon the authority 
of the Scriptures, that the whole plan, design, means, 
nature and progress of salvation, as we understand 
the word, originate in, are founded upon, and carried 
on by divine grace. AVe believe at the same time, 
that works are the fruits and evidences of genuine 
faith, and are *'good and profitable unto men. " And 
we also believe that natural death is one of the means 
in the divine economy, of opening a pathway to im- 
niortality, incorruption and glory. If you require di" 
vine authority in support of these sentiments, you have 
only to signify your request in a proper manner^ and 
ff^ stand ready to give it, ,-. 
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We are at a loss to determine what you mean by 
hell-Jlre. We have presumed, however, that you 
mean punishment, probably, endless misery. But 
your leaders so flatly contradict each other, and we 
may with safety say themselves, that we may have 
presumed too much. We stand ready, however, to 
be corrected. 

In your Sabbath School Catechism, published in 
New- York, by Messrs Bangs & Emory, (I believe 
they are or have been two of your Bishops,) we have 
the following sublime definition o^ hell: "A dark 
and bottomless pit, full o^ fire and brimstone *'/ Can 
it be possible that two Methodist Bishops have ever 
believed x\\\s '^ or, did thry only give this definition 
as a •' bug-bear" to frighten li.tle girls and boys into 
their church and away from Universalism ? 

We will now see what another Methodist Doctor 
says about hell-fire. Dr. Adam Cl.'Vrkb gives the 
following as his definition of hell-fire, in his note up- 
on the only place where it is found in the Bible : — 
" shall be in danger of hell fire— -^hM be in danger 
of the hell of fire. [There is but one then.] Our 
Lord here alludes to the valley of the son of Hinnom, 
This place was near Jerusalem^ [where is it now ?] 
and had been formerly used for the abominable sac- 
rifices in which the idolatrous Jews had caused their 
children to pass through the fire to Moloch. '* 

What an admirable harmony and agreement in sen- 
timent exist among your Methodist leaders about their 
favourite place called hell! !,. They ought to ag^ea 
hetter about it or i ve it up allog^l^Qr I 
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But to conclude. If this answer to year question 
is not deemed sufficiently explicit and clear to your 
mind, and you will take the trouble to let us know 
what you mean by sahation, grace, works, death and 
hell-fire, we wiU then try to be more definite, pliin 
and gimpJe, that our remarks may come within the 
korix'in of your comprehension. 

QUESTION, No III. 

*' Are the wicked to be m iiappj the moment a/ler death, at the 

rigfateoiut " 

We must necessarily be brief in our answers tQ 
your several questions, and still, we shall endeavor 
to answer them plainly and definitely. You are un- 
doubtedly aware tbat it is much easier asking ques- 
tions than answering tbein- A small child will some- 
times propose a question that the greatest divide would ^ 
find it difficult to answer, even to bis own satisfaction ; 
Deyertheless, we are happy in having the privilege of 
answering the several questions which you have been 
pleased to propose, for* if they should not be the 
means of increasing your knowledge and moral im" 
provement, they may b^ of some benefit to oXhers, and 
we labour almost wholly for the pAihlio good. 

In answer to the above question we wouid say, we 
are not among those who strive to be wise above what 
is written. The revdation which God has been pleas- 
ed to give us, should be deemed sufficient, and beyond 
that we should never allow ourselves to speculate.-f*- 
The religious belief which iiharvictenrau^ oat ^^\)iotKv- 
mtioo, and is peculiar to us aa a aocietv ol ^\\T>a^^^:&. 

1 
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worahippero, is thi9 ; thnt '' in the dispeaaatioa o£ the 
fulness of times " dod ** will gather together in oaoi 
ftU tyogs in Christ, both which are m heaven and oo 
earth, '' and that ^' the tidies of the restitcition of all 
things, spoken of hy all the holy prophets, since ths 
world begaQ '' will supersede all ain, and suffering, 
and i(nperfection, and fully consumnHile the endlesn 
joy and peace of every rational and dependent being. 

As before observed, we do not believe that any sin- 
ner, as such, can ever be saved or rendered happy ; 
but j as we believe that Crod **ib the Saviour of afl 
men, '' and << will have all men to be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the trotht *' we are constrained to 
believe, that ^^siii shall be^idished'^trdnsgressioo 
brought to an end" — and that everlasting and univer- 
sial righteousness shalt ultimately reign^ triumphant in 
every heart. We fully belifeve, however, that moral 
happiness, as welt as know! 'dge and wi«fdom, is pro* 
gressive in its nature and effetts, and will continue so 
till the moral world is crowned wfth irnmortal perfect 
lion ahd glory iri the reSurreictiori statie. 

It will thu* be perceived, that we do not hofd that 
all individiials, the itton^ent'tifiey leave the world, enter 
into the sam6 degree of spirituail enjoyment : still, we 
would have you to knoW that we wholly reject and dis- 
card ihe idea so tenacibo^'y t'eld by your people, of a 
local hell of fire andbrknstone 4ti the future world, or 
any other place of cruel tOff ^e. ' Knowledge Is haf- 
piness^ so fat* as true religtein 1$ ooncemed — heno6, as "j 
-we increase in spiritual knowledge, we shaH rncrease 
la spiritual "happiness^ untib!W« avt^e at a stats of 
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•aso k$r^ in a degiee, and we bave leaaoa to conclad« 
tiiat we skall be much better prepared fof moral im* 
pfovement, whoo divested of this material body, witk 
all its animal passions and propensities, and placed be* 
jond the r^ich of all the tempting objects of a boduc* 
tWe naiure.by which we are here surrounded. 

We are perfectly aware of that ••very important '* 
sentiment in your creed, which teachns that we are 
" probationers here for eternity ''—that •* our probe* 
tionary state closes at death,*' and that '•as death 
leaves us» so judgement will find us.'' But your im- 
aginations and traditions ore no proof to us: we mast 
have something more substantiaL If your seniiments 
are founded in revealed truth, how does it happen thai 
the Bibl^ is so perfectly silent upon the subject of 
^\hi^7na^ jp^ohatiQn — i^j chiHige or impr4>veQieat after 
death ?" dz^. &o. The g^r^at A^atle.teUii ua tlMH 
M one star differeth from .another sta^* in glory "-r-bul 
you will remember that they are ail «/arj9 mid sll '^ia 
glory. " Experience and observation teach us, thai 
ail manlf^ind have some degree of enjoyment here^ but 
they difier very widuly in i;eli'^tion to the degree which 
«0c^o;fi( enjoys, The^m^^eia t^i^ui *• grows, in grace ^ 
and in the kpuwled^e^f his Liord,<jind Sa^vipur Jesus 
Christ, '* the greater will be his degree of nx>r^i h^L^ 
pJAess ; and if this should coalinue to be th«s civse till 
all shall ^^ arrive to the perfect measure of tbestalure 
of a mai^ in Christ .J.e6^^«, " we shuuld have no rear 
^osu we think, to find fault with our God. 

We are in hopes that this frank and candid answer 
will serve to ehepk that o^vvvk^l \>ic\^tvA\Vj \a '^^X^^^ 
man^' of your people ^v^ ^xceasiN^V^^^^vi^ss^^^ ^^'^ 
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eing upon ths untaught minds of your beardra tfae be- 
lief that IJnlversaUsts make no distinction between 
the righteous and the wicked, but introduce the drunk- 
a^YJ from the ditch, and the murderer from the gallotcs, 
into immediate and immortal felicity at the moment 
of death. You have harped upon this vile and un- 
founded slander long enough, and we hope, if you are 
an honest man, you will do so no more, but try to 
*' speak the truth in the love of it. " 

QUESTIONS, No. IV. and V. 

" Do any die in their sins ?•— Can they be saved in their nns ? ** 
In answer to your 4lh question we would say — If 
you mean ttemcd death, we frankly deny that any 
*^die in their sins ;" and i( you think otherwise, the 
Uaiversalist Press is at your service, to prove that 
we are in an error. We hope you will attempt 
^ If you mean a moral or spiritual death, we con- 
tend, and stand prepared to prove, that ali **die in their 
ikins " who are capable of moral action* See Rom. 
V. 12. But if you mean naturai death, which is prob- 
ably the fact, we would take the liberty of sugges- 
ting a few inquiries by way of preparing your mind 
for a definite answer, which we shall give in its pro- 
per place. 

We shall presume that, by dying in nn, you mean, 
dyiiig a sinner ^ and if we have presumed too much, 
you will please to notify us of the fact, and inform us 
what you do mean, that we may be able to do you 

justice. 

If you are aa conversant with the Scriptures as a 
"^"givmaa should be, you must have te^^^ o? ^k^^c^^ 
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whose history is therein given ; and you must be 
aware that his genera] conduct through life was such 
as to forbid his being properly denominated a good 
man. At his first setting out in life, he violated the 
injunction of his parents and his Grod, in uniting in 
matritnotiy with n PhilUiine damsel. The unholy pas- 
sion of revengo ronstantly rankled in Wa bosom, and 
he rendered himf^lf famous for murdering his felloir 
beings by thousands. After effecting tlie destruction 
of all the btnnding corn of those who hud offended 
him, he rciurns from Phiiistia into his own country.—* 
But hb own per»ple having JMst cause to dread his so- 
ciety, bind him and deliver him into the hands of the 
PhiKstines tct he brought to justice. Here again he 
exerted hts muscufnr faculties, broke loose from his 
confinement afid slew a thonsand Philistines. After 
this he we»t to Gaza, a city of the Philistines, and 
took up his lodgings with a /liirh^.' His-kijuredeooi 
mies ascertaining his place or residence^ attempt to se- 
cure him, but he makes his escape. The next we 
hear of him, he becomes strongly in Ibve wiih a wo- 
man called Delilah, whrse perfidy is evident froni 
the intrigues she resorts to in efibc^ting the ruin of her 
new prtraniour.' Wc next behold Uinl m the hands of 
the Philiijtines, shorn lif his strength, and deprived of 
his eyes. After hying in prir'on about a year, and 
recovering Hs St 1^ ngth again, tho Philistine prince* 
take him before" the asse'mhly which had gathered in 
the tempts nf Dagon, to thank (?od for puttihv Satm- 
son into their hatid^. After ti^ A*ast is conc'uded, 
they order Samson to be hfougM into the tem^la^ 
tbarhe mtf/ cotitribntei to tbeu atn^^^tcinn^. ^^^ftfi 
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these clrcLimstaaces, with his heart overflowing with 
revcDge and murder, he obtains permission to lean 
against the pillars of the temple, while it is filled a.\^ve 
and below. Having obtained this permission, by the 
practice of deception, he lays his hands upon the |wo 
pillars, saying in his wrath, ''Let me die with the 
Philistines," and tears away the pillars, involving him- 
self and 3000 of his enemies in instant destruction. 

Samson might have had faiths but his works thro' 
life and even in death, were certainly of a viciout 
kind— he lives a sinner, and dies a wilful murderer 
and suicide. Here is one individual, at least, who 
died a sinner ; and what are we to suppose became of 
him ? You will undoubtedly say, *' he is hst forever^ '* 
and bring in proof of the assertion, a declaration which 
has .long been supposed to have been, uttered by our 
Saviour: '^iifyedie in your sins, where Crod and 
Christ isy ye can never come. " But unfortunately 
for your system, such language is not to be found in 
the Bible. 

Now if we can prove to you that as great a sinner 
as Samson was, when he left the world, will obtain the 
promises of Grod^ I need not be at the trouble of pro- 
ving that those who are Usa wicked will obtain them. 
Turn then to Paul's epistle to the Hebrews, chap. xi. 
verses 32, 33, and read the following: ''And what 
shall I say more ? for the time would fail me to tell 
of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, " &c.— 
*' who through faith [faith without works is dead] sub* 
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, o6totned|irom- 
iaes^ stopped the tBOuths of lions, " &c. Whatever * 
omr be tmd of the otheir* As^m^d Vi^xey It wyU noi^dft/ 

\ 
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to say that SatMdn was a righteous man r if he wot, I 
know not who would be called a wicked man. 

But if the foregoing is not satisfactory, we would 
call your attention to the hosts of the Egyptians who 
were swallowed up in the waves of the Red Sea, while 
in pursuit of the departing Hebrews, and who died by 
the Bword and in various other ways* That they 
were sinners, will not be questioned, and that they 
" dded in their sina^ ^' you dare not deny. And yet, 
in the 32d chapter of Ezekiel, we read of them as 
follows : <* Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be eom^ 
forted over all his multitude ; even Pharaoh and all his 
array, slain by the sword, saith the Lord. " Here jron 
win perceive that thousands who went ''down to hell^ 
[state of the dead,] with their weapons of war," shall 
yet be comforted together in a state of reconciliation 
and purity. 

Again — ^your people are frequently refemt^g u$lo 
the Sodomites, who evidently ^' died in their sin9, " as 
examples of 'endless despair and wretchedness. But 
if you will consult the latter part of the 16th chapter 
of Ezekiel, you will find that the covenant of Grod 
stands sure, and that the Sodomites are to return again 
from their captivity to sin and death, to their first es- 
tate of innocence and joy. 

But why need we mention these extreme cases 1 
There are none who do not die sinners, their pious 
professions to the contrary notwithstanding. We do 
not say that all die sinners in the same degree-^hut 
there are none absolutely and perfectly holy. But 
thank Heaven, toe can "behold the Lamb of G:od^ 
which taketh away the sin of l\vQ uorW^— HiVi ^^iw5i\ 
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PREFACE. 



la ofieriog the following pages for the eiAmioAtioo of ao en- 
lightened public, it id necesMrj, perbeps, that tbej aboald be ae 
eompanied with a few explanatory remarks. I would therefore 
•ay, that mjr priootpal do»lffi l8,io aid and aisiit io promotiog 
and extending the great, the philanthropic, the ennobling oania 
of GhMpel troth and true righteoasnesj, among my fellow trarel- 
eii to a belter and happier world—a caoae in which I bare been 
longf and I traat, £uthfaily engaged, and which| aa I firmly be- 
ware, stands pre eminent to any other cause in which mankind are 
0§pabU of engaging. I make no §xaUed pretensions to fcien- 
tifio researeby or extensive theological attainments. Bat, al- 
though such aids^re osefal and valuable, yet I am indaced ta 
think, that the IroUis and praetical datiesuf the Chriitian religion, 
can be explained and enforced without them. AH the matter 
contained in this humble volume, was writtersimpiy to be read, 
understood, and morally improved; and therefore, no effort at 
literary refinement or rhetorical display, has been attempted. 

To understand the Scriptures of troth, according to their orig- 
inal import and meaning, is manifestly an object worthy the at- 
tention and pursuit of every moral and accoootable child of the 
Eternal; and if the following pages should prove instrumental 
in rendering asristance to a few of my fellow sinners, who are 
** inquiring the way to Zion," the writer will never regret their 
publieatlott, or feel that he has labored in vain. 

It is proper to say, that a portion of the matter with which the 
public is here presented, was originally wntten for three or four 
periodical publications, reHgions and secular, but has been rcvta- 
td for the present oecasion. The remamdet ^^.% '«T^^ai:^ 
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who truly reform^ and live Tn accordance with the 
quirements of Christianity, are specially saved in this 
world ; and the means of salvation which Infinite 
Wisdom and Goodness have devised, will never cease 
till "all shall know the Lord, from the least to the 
grealest'^ — till "every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue shall swear, saying, In the Lord have I righte- 
ousness and strength.'' Thus you will see that the 
wicked are, and will be, saved, both in thia world and 
that to come. 

The salvation which the gospel brings to view, is 
evidently prospective and special. All mankind are 
prospectively saved, while none but true believer s^ 
(embracing every period of the gospel reign,) are 
specially saved. In proof of this, see 1 Tim, iv. 10 : 
God <'is the Saviour of all men, especially of those 
that believe." Also, 1 Tim. iL 4. : God " tffiU have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth.'' 

No man can be saved in sin — hence all men are 
not saved in this world. "All the ends of the world 
shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before him. " — 
" Even so, in Christ shall all be made alive," Hence, 
mankind i»w*< be saved in the world to <5ome. Dis- 
prove this proposition, if you can. 



QUESTION, No. ir. 

" Are the wicked saved by grace, or by woriis, or by death, or hj 

heU-fire?" 

This question betrays a profound ignorafica of our 

senijments, and also a liUle s^ice o? lV».\ Ww^au^ aar- 
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^^^m which characterizes bh'ad bigotry and fanatical 
^al. But in the present instance, at least, there is 
^orc venom in the shaft than vigor in the bow. 

In answer to the question, however, we would re- 
mark : The wicked are saved from deserved puniaJi- 
ment by neither of the above means ; for we have 
shown in our answer to the first question, that God 
<< will by no means clear the guilty '' from such pun- 
ishment. Therefore, if this is the only sense which 
you attach to the word salvation^ your question is ful- 
ly answered i and we challenge you to disprove its 
correctness. 

But if you are willing to admit that salvation means 
a deliverance from sinj by reconciling the sinner to 
God, and purifying his affections, desires and conduct, 
then we say that aZ/ the means concerning which you 
inquire, are to be looked upon as efficacious in 
bringing about this glorious result ; that is, if by death 
you mean the dissolution of the body, and by hell-fire, 
divine chastisement. We believe, upon the authority 
of the Scriptures, that the whole plan, design, means, 
nature and progress of salvation, as we understand 
the word, originate in, are founded upon, and carried 
on by divine grace. We believe at the same time, 
that works are the fruits and evidences of genuine 
faith, and are "good and profitable unto men. *' And 
we also believe that natural death is one of the means 
io the divine economy, of opening a pathway to im- 
mortality, incorruption and glory. If you require di* 
vine authority in support of these sentiments, you have 
only to signify your request in a proper manner, and 
ire stand ready to give it, ~ \_ 
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fore they were converted* HeAce,. ti^ir con««r#«M 
render^ tliem '< two fold oigze the ehiMren, qS gdun^ 
na^^ than they were befoxe ! From suoh conversioiWy 
good Lord, deliver us ! 

We seriously hope, Sir, that you will take this Qub« 
ject into candid consideration— consult the divine ai«* 
cles, and you musl^ we think, come to the rational 
conclusion, that sin and misery are inseparably joiiied 
together — that as long as we remain sinners we shall 
remain miserable— th^t the gaodnesa of God, and not 
the fear of hell^ leads men to repentapce, and to the 
cheerful discharge of mora] duty. The : sooner we re- 
pent. Sir, and beconie Bervants of God, and lovers of 
mankind, the sooner shall we feast upon the bread of 
■ God and drink of the pure water of evefla^ting life*. 



QUESTION NO. IX. 

" Does Jesus Christ ever forgive sins in; this Jiie 7"^ 

To this question, we answer, yejr; but you must un-^ 
derstand that we make some distinction between for- 
giveness of sin and forgiveness of pimifAm^n/. We 
read that * * Christ hath power, on earth to. fprgive* 
sins ;" but we no where read that he hath pow^r of^ 
earih or in heaven to forgive deserved punishment — 
It is not a little suxpnsing that most zaligionistaiOver* 
loojk this important distinctioz^;: and we are astonished 
that you^ Sir, a biblica( student aqd et olergymau, who 
professes to make the Scriptures the man of your 
counsel, should not,, ere this, hs^ve perceived that fol^ 
giveness of pwmhmerU is not a^Bi1;>)^ doctwAOf Inull 
your questions an allusioA is bad <o ;tfei8 ire^y suyect. 
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* Bot to conclude. If this answer to year question 
is not deeme4 sufficiently explicit and clear to your 
mind, and you will take the trouble to let us know 
what you mean by sahatian, grace, works, death and 
hell-fire, we wiU then try to be more definite, pliin 
and simple, that our remarks may come within the 
korixoH of your comprehension. 

QUESTION, No IIL 

*' Are the wicked to be m happj the moment after deetb, m the 

nghteoast " 

We must necessarily be brief in our answers tQ 
your several questions, and still, we shall endeavor 
to answer them plainly and definitely. You are un- 
doubtedly aware that it is much easier asking ques- 
tions than answering tbcin. A small child will sonne- 
times propose a question that the greatest di?iAe would ^ 
find it difficult to answer, eveq to bis own satisfaction ; 
oeyertheless, we are happy in having the privilege of 
answering the several questions which you have been 
pleased to propose^ for« if they should not be the 
means of increasing your knowledge and moral im- 
provement, they may be of some benefit ta <^.ther8, and 
we hibour almost wholly for tbe p.ublio good. 

In answer to the above question we would say, we 
are not among those who strive to be wise above what 
is written. The revelatbn which God has been pleas- 
ed to give US| should be deemed sufficient, and beyond 
that we should never allow ouirselves to speculate.-fr- 
The religious belief which cViariictjertVi^ ^^^l ^^^xinaxx- 
natioOf and ia peculiar to us as a Bocubt^ ^^ ^^TVl^u<^:^ 
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We are at a loss to determine what you mean bj 
hell-fire. We have, presumed, however, that you 
mean punishment, probably, endless misery. But 
your leaders so flatly contradict each other, and we 
may vvi:h safety say themselves, that we may have 
presumed too much. We stand ready, however, to 
be corrected. 

In your Sabbath School Catechism, published in 
New- York, by Messrs Bangs & Emory, (I believe 
they are or have been two of your Bishops,) we have 
the following sublime definition o^ hell: "A dark 
and bottomless pit,/tt// oC fire and brimstone "/ Can 
it be possible that two Methodist Bishops have ever 
believed this 'I or, did they only give this definition 
as a '* bug-bear" to frighten li.tle girls and boys into 
their church and away from Universal ism 1 

We will now see what another Methodist Doctor 
says about hell-fire. Dr. Apaai Cla,rkk gives the 
following as his definition of hell-fire, in his note up- 
on the only place where it is found in the Bible : — 
" shall be in danger of hellfire—'shaAl be in danger 
of the hell of fire. [There is but one then.] Our 
Lord here alludes to the valley of the son of Hlnnom, 
This place was near Jerusalem, [where is it now ?] 
and had been formerly used for the abominable sac- 
rifices in which the idolatrous Jews had caused their 
children to pass through the fire to Moloch. '^ 

What an admirable harmony and agreem^int in sen- 
timent exist among your Methodist leaders about their 
favourite place called hell f f. They ought to agrea 
better about it or ive it up aUogi^l>cr t 
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Dot to conclude. If this answer to year question 
iS not deemed sufficiently explicit and clear to your 
mind, and you will take the trouble to let us know 
what you mean by sahatian, grace, works, death and 
hell-fire, we wiU then try to be more definite, pliin 
and simple f that our remarks may come within the 
korix'iH of your comprehension. 

QUESTION, No IIL 

*' Are the wicked to be m happj the moment after deetb, m the 

righteottft" 

We must necessarily be brief in our answers tp 
your several questions, and still, we shall endeavor 
to answer them plainly and definitely. You are un- 
doubtedly aware that it is much easier asking ques- 
tions than answering them* A small child will some- 
times propose a question that the greatest divide would ^ 
find it difficult to answer, eveq to bis own satisfaction ; 
nevertheless, we are happy in having the privilege of 
answering the several questions which you have been 
pleased to propose^ for* if they should not be the 
means of increasing your knowledge and moral in;" 
provement, they may be of some benefit ta (^.thers, and 
we labour almost wholly for tbe pAiblio good. 

In answer to the above question we would say, we 
are not among those who strive to be wise above what 
is written. The revelation which God has been pleas- 
ed to give US| should be deemed sufficient, and beyond 
that we should never allow ourselves to speculate.-rr- 
The religious belief which QharsictetVz.^ oat ^^^xtf^xi^v 
Mtloa, and is peculiar to us aa a %ocaet^ ol ^\itvs;^v^ss. 
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You will hete undoubtedly contend that CArt«< suf- 
fered all the de«)allds,of^justioe in the rocnn and stead 
t)f the sinaer — hence, the Hinner is fo)^i?en, toitkofa 
suffering, and the innocent Jesus made to suffer in his 
place I But how ^ill ybU recfoncile such a sentiment 
with the divine testimony which says, << The ^oti/ that 
sinneth shall die :" and with many other similar dec- 
larations 1 

I should answer your questions more fully but I 

bate to talk to a dumb man. Come out and acknowi* 
edge your errors, or defend them — question the cor- 
rectness of my conclusions or admit them to be cor- 
rect. * 



QUESTIONS No. Xl. & Xll. 

''Are aoy to be saved from their sins afler death ? — Is there 
Buch a thing mentioned in the Scriptureff.as eternal damnation?'' 

All that it become^ necessary for us to say in rela- 
tion tothejirs^of the above questions is, that it has 
received a sufficient answer in our remarks upon your 
Hnth queslion ; at least, until you make an attempt 
to show us that our conclusions are erroneous. 

In answer to the second o^ the above questions we 
frankly answer in the affirmative. And what then I 
Have you the vanity to believe that this fact proves 
ihttt the cruel dogma of endless misery is true ; or, 
that it disproves the consoling doctrine of Impartial 
grace and universal salvation f You must be a dull 
scholar, indeed, if such are your honest conclusions. 
We will therefore endeavor to show you the error in- 
to which, as we charitably believe^ your ignorance has 
j'a vol red you. 



I 
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The phrase << eteroal dftnoation'' is oncct and but 
oace used in idl the Bible. This however^ is sufficieot 
to overthrow oac sentioieats if it really means endlest 
damnation. But we will try to show you, Sir/tbat it 
has no such meaniDg* The te^tt to which you refer, 
is found in St Mark's i^ospe), iil, chapter, 28—30 ver- 
ses, inclusive. The whole text reads thus : " V eriJy, 
I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the 
sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they 
shall blasphenp^ : 3ut he that shall blaspheme against 
the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveaess, but is in dan- 
ger of eternal damnation : because they said, He hath 
an unclean spirit." The paralled texts you will find 
in Matt. xii. 31, 32 — and Luke xii* 10, which you will 
please turn to and examine for yourself. You will 
acknowledge that the three Evangelists wrote in di* 
rect reference to the same thing, and that notwith- 
standing the fact, that their |>braseolpgy is somewhat 
different, the sense of the three passa^^s is precisely 
the same ; for i£ this is not the case, what dependence 
can be placed upon the divine word 1 Haying offered 
these few introductory remarks^ for the purpose of 
bringing the subject properly before you, we shall 
now proceed to a brief examination of the subject 
about which you so earnestly inquire. 

We are fully aware. Sir, that tl|a sin against the 
Holy Ghost, or " unpardonable sin,'' as it is general- 
ly called, has long. been looked upon by the uninformed 
and credulous, as conclusive evidence of never-ending 
woe in a future «tate of conscious existence* and there- 
fore, we are by no oieana aurpirised, ^ir* that you 
j^Kmld.so consider it But the ^Q»^^!^«^va^^c«s>^^ 
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be, <* What is truth t'' This question we shall en- 
deavor to answer, so far as the text under consider- 
ation is concerned, in accordance with Divine Reve^ 
ktion, 

1st, then, That the Jews were guilty of the sin 
dgainst the Holy Ghost, you will not deny; for the 
crime is directly charged upon them by our Savior. 
"Because they said, tfe hath an unclean spirit/ 
Such being the fact, if the common sentiment be cor- 
rect, their endless damncUion must have been irrevoca-> 
bly sealed, and Jesus acted a very improper part, 
when he wept over their city and said ** ye shall not 
see me henceforth till ye shall say. Blessed is he that 
Cometh in the name of the Lord.'* Matt, xxiii. 39— 
and also when he lifted his voice to heaven, while in 
the agonies of expiring nature, and said, Father for' 
give them, for they know not what they do." And 
again ; the Jews having committed this sin, with what 
propriety could our Savior have said to his disciples, 
"Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature ?" The preaching of the gospel was 
designed as a means of bringing those to whom it was 
preached, to repentance and faith in the Son of God ; 
and there certainly could have been no propriety in 
using means to effect an utter impossibility ! 

The Apostles evidently received the doctrine they 
■preached from their Lord and Master, together with 
directions how and where to preach it. And Peter 
says, while addressing these same Jews, that God 
•* commandeth aU men everywhere to repent" How 
could tho0e Jews sepent whose endless perdition was j 
uaalteP&by ae^Iedf And N»te» ^«a \\aie ^top mtt r 

\ 
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of c^nrnanding to do that wkich the decision of Hea- 
ven had rendered impoisible % 

But you uadottbtedly believe that there are thou- 
sands even in the present day, who have committed 
the << unpardonable siD," and can, therefore, never be 
forgiven. But do you raako any ^xceptiont of thia 
kind, when you call on sinners to repent and embrace 
religion 1 Do you not teach that any and every sin- 
ner may comply with the requisitions of the gospel 
and be saved ? Do you not teU them, in substance at 
least, that 

''While the lamp holds out to bum, 
The vilest sinner may return T' 

If such is the case, what do you mean by such encour- 
agements ? Do you believe it possible that one who is 
guilty of the sin of which we are speaking, and who, 
therefore, ^^liath'Mner forgiveness," can over-leap the 
boundaries of the divine decision, and force his way 
to heaven and happiness ? If this is not your opin- 
ion, thexi you are bound to circumscribe your invita- 
tions so that they shall embrace none but those who 
have avoided this heinous sin, or else admit that the 
commission of the sin does not foreclose the door of 
pardoning mercy. Which ever side of the question 
you take, be careful to maintain some degree of con-* 
sistency, so that your readers and hearers, will be en- 
abled to understand you. But 

2d. What are we to understand by the phrase " eter- 
nal damnation 1" You will probably say that we 
are to understand it as meaning endless misery. But 
where do you find any evidence in support of this 
vc^Aning ? We read of " damnalVoxsJ^ I^^jojvkiv^^ \s^ 
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the Bible, and we WiH uaderfatke fo show you that ft 
hasbeea experienced iii thisr world. See 1 Cor. xi. 
29t— ««Forhe that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and'drinketb^teffttffl^ion to hihiself," &c. Again f 
1 Tim. T. 12^ whwe'the A'postfe, speaking of certain 
widows who began to6ast off the Jore of Christ, rep- 
resents thetii as *^ having dainnation, because they 
haye cast oflTtheir first Mtb." Here you will per- 
ceive^ that the damnat'hn spoken of was restricted to 
the then present time, having ho reference to a future 
state. Damnation, condemnation and judgment, are 
perfectly synonimous terms in the origina], and Jesus 
says, John iii. 15; ** He that betieveth not is condemn- 
ed [or damned] already, because he hath not believed 
in the only begotten Son of God.*' See also Tit. iii. 
11, speaking of heretics : ** Knowing that he that is 
such, is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned £or 
damned] of himself. ^^ Ybu will see from these cita- 
tions, that we are not compelled to leave this world 
before we can exporience* **dam nation.^ Having thus 
proved that mankind have been damned in this world,. 
we woald now invite you to prove that any will be 
damned in a future «tate of existence, even in a limi- 
ted sensb. Remember, we do not say that such is not 
the case^, huii we shovUd be {^leased to see hojv you, 
would go to work to jirove it. Tfhe fact that sinners 
are in danger of ** damnation," and fhat they will be 
danmed, we have never -attempted to dispute, and 
probably neyei" shall as long as we retain our senses. 
But, that ** damnation" means endless suffering, we 
have never seen.provedi 
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We will DOW furnish you with a little ** orthodox'* 
authority in regard to the views which we have just 
sixlvanced, lest you accuse us of heresy. In Rom. 
dii. 2, we read, "Whosoever resisteth the power, re- 
sisteth the ordinance of God, and they that resist re- 
ceive damnation/' Not shall receive it. This passage 
Dr. McKnight renders thus : "Wherefore, ho who 
o]|iposeth government, by disobeying iis wholesome 
laws, or by attempting the lives of th^ governor*, or 
by obstructing the duo exercise of their office, resist- 
eth the ordinance of God, and they who do so shali 
be punished." Da, Clarke, your own favourite com* 
mentator, and a late member of your own Church, 
gives the following note on the same text : "He who 
sits himself against the order of God — they who ob- 
stinately, and for no right reason, oppose the civil ru- 
ler, and strive to unsettle the constitution — shall be 
condemned, both by the letter and spirit of that con- 
stitution.'' Dr. Whitby agrees with the foregoing re- 
marks. So that, if wo pay any attention to your own 
commentators, we are justified, not only in under- 
standing the term "damnation" tojneaa cohdemna- 
tioHj or punishment, but in applying it to the concerns 
of time, and temporal chastisement. 

8d. But we are aware that you will plead, that the 
word "eternal,** joined here with "damnation'* 
proves the punishment to be endless, and therefore, 
we must offer a few remarks by way of explana- 
tion. 

It is then allowed that the whole fotCi^ ^C ^feaVfe'^ 
rests upon the word **eterna\.** l*e\. '\\. \v^^fe\s» ^"^ 
served, in accordance with w\\^l Vfe \vu.N^\se^^o^^ ^"(j^x^ 
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that our Savior was addressing Jews — they were the 
persons wbo oommitted this sip. They r nd they omdi^^ 
had the means of committing it, as they almost exolu- 
sively attended upon the ministry of Christ, and were 
permitted to witness the miracles which he wrought. 
Not a solitary hint is dropped that any Gentiio ever 
committed.this sin, or was in any danger of the pen- 
alty. Being Jews, they were well acquainted wilh 
the Hebrew wor^ oUmxn the Old Testament, and aion 
in the New. Hence they knew well that the common 
application of these words, was, to things of a very 
limited duration* If you, therefore, my dear Sir, wish 
to understand the force and meaning of this text^ and 
others where the words '* eternal, forever, forever and 
ever, and everlasting" are used, which are all derived 
from the Hebrew oUm and the Greek- aton, you. must 
ascertain how these two words were understood among 
the Jews. It is of blit very little consequnce how 
professed Christains now understand the words *< ever- 
lasting" and '* eternal," &c. McKnioht and Chano- 
LBB, two . celebrated defenders of Partialism, fully 
agree that the Greek word aton, and the Latin word 
ovmaf which corresponds to it, signify limited duro' 
Hon — -the life of man. And we would here again re- 
mark, that olim, aion and aionios^ are admitted by the 
learned of all sectSi with whose writings we are ac- 
quainted, to meaa one, and the same thing, notwith- 
standing in the common Bible, they are rendered, 
world f age, forever ^ forever and ever, evermore, ever- 
lasting mad: etmiah Ail these Ekiglish words are 
from olim in Xh^ Hehresi^ ^^d oion liiVVLe (jrTee.\c^<QjQi.4 
I challenge you or any oihet mem lo «^o>n >^cv^v ^' 
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are unlimited io their meaoiog whea applied to dam^ 
nation J ox puoishoieDt« Hence, the text upon which 
you seem to place sio; much dependence, catmot be 
made to prove any thing in favor of your flaming 
hypothesis. 

We will conclude our answer to your last question 
with your own Commentator's Note on Matt. x:i. 32 
— I mean Dr. Adam Clarkb. 

He says — ^'Even personal abuses* reproache»> re- 
vilings and persecutions against Christ were remissibUf 
but blasphemy, or impious speaking against the Holy 
Spirit was to have no forgiveness — that is, when the 
person obstinately attributed those works to the devi 1, 
which he had the fullest evidence could be wrought 
only by the Spirit of God. That this, and nothing 
else, is the sin against the Holy Spirit, is evident from 
the connection in this place, and more particularly 
from Mark iii. — ^28, 30 — 'All sins shall ba forgiven 
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith 
soever they shall blasphema, but he that shall blas- 
pheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness,, 
but is in danger of eternal damnation : because they 
said he hath an unclean Spirit.' Here the matter is 
made clear beyond the smallest doubt. The unpar- 
donable sin as some term it} is neither less nor more 
than ascribing the miracles Christ wrought by the 
power of God to the dml. Manysincere people have 
been grieviously tormented with apprehensions that 
they had committed the unpardonable sin ; but let it 
be dbserveid, that no^ man wlio believes the diviBft 
mission of Jesus Christ, ever can c«DCkT«N.^\^ w^^ 
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He says agaiii — " Neither in this toorldy &c.J 
Though I follow the Common translation, yet I am 
ftrlly satwfied thfe meaning of the words is, neither 
in this dispensation, (to wit, the Jewish,) nor in that 
which is to come (to wit, the Christian.) Olam kabo, 
is a constant phrase for the times of the Messiah^ in 
the Hebrew Scriptures. The sin here spoken of, ranks 
high in the catalogue of presutnptuous sins, for which, 
there was no forgiveness under the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion. See Num. xv. 30, 31— xxxv, 31 — Lev. xx. 
10— 1 Sam.ii. 25. 

When our Lord says that Mch sin hath no forgive- 
ness, is he not to be understood as meaning that the 
crime shall be punished under the Christian dispensa- 
tion as it was under the Jewish — to wit, by the de- 
struction of the body V — And is not this the same, 
raenlianed 1 John i. 7 — called there the sin unto death j 
that is, a sin that was to be punished by the death of 
the body, while mercy might be extended to the soul } 
The puni^iment for blasphemy under the Jewish law, 
to which our Lord evidently alludes, certainly did not 
extend to the damnation of the soul, though the body 
was destroyed. Therefore, I think, that though there 
was no such forgiveness to be extended to this crime 
as to absolve the man from the punishment of tempO' 
ral death, yet on repentance, mercy might be extended 
to the soul— —and every sin may be repented of and 
forgiven under the Gospel Dispensation,*' 

The foregoing quotation is fiom Dr. Adc»n» Clarke, 
and it is in perfect accordance with the views which 
fve have endeavored to incu\caW\n l\i!&i^te^QiA^t>jff\^« 
Hence you will forbear to ptououucfe xxa ^ >nftx^>^Ji. 
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Let this text, then, be laid aside, and nerer again used 
as evidence of interminable torment So much for 
thejpassage to which you allude. 

We have thus cheerfully endeavored to answer 
your 12 questions. Oar answers are before the world. 
And although we have said but little iu comparison t j 
what we mighi have offered, stiJJ you will etLBily 
understand our meaning. And now, Sir, do you sup- 
pose that the Editors of the Methodist Advocate and 
Journal wonld condescend to answer ti« as many ques^ 
tions through their columns 1 If you are of opinion 
that they would, please ascertain and give us notice 
to that effect, and they shall be forth-coming, immedi- 
ately. ** Do unto others as ye would that others 
should do unto you/' This would be Christian-like — ^ 
this is* the way to discharge your duty. 

With our best wishes for your health, happiness 
and religious improvement through life, a /lopp^ disso- 
lution in the true faith, and & glorious immortality 
with a ransomed w<!)rld, we leave the subject for th^ 
present. 

N. B. The foregoing '* answers" were given through the col- 
umns of a Universalist Periodical ; but the Rev. Questioner has 
never seen proper to signify his dissatisfaction with them ; we 
have, thereforoi concluded that they must have met with his «0«r«l' 
approbation; at least. We shaU, however, at any time during our 
natural life, stand iu readiness to attend, in the most respectful 
manner, to any exceptions he may be disposed to take, to the 
course we have pursued ; provided he wi|l present them in a 
proper manner. We hove ever felt it onr duty to renounce our 
creed'or (fe/endit 



SECTIOIf 11^ 

TWO MYSTERIES SOLVED. 

CHAPTER I. 

I shall endeavor, in this section, to explain to the 
satisfaction of the reader, why it is that popular pro- 
fessed Christians, accuse Universalists of promulga- 
ting a destructive heresy ^ and treat them so unkindly 
and cruelly. And to prepare the way for the accom- 
plishment of this ultimate design, I shall first show 
why the Jews accused St. Paul of the same thing, 
and treated him in a similar manner. I have selected 
the foIlowiDg passage of scripture as the foundation of 
my labors: — <<Butthb I confess unto thee» that 
after the way which they call hereay, sa worship I 
the God of my fathers ; believing all things which are 
written in the law and the Prophets. '^ Acts xxiv. 14. 

The reader must not be surprised at the lemaik, 
that the word heresy has long served as a very con- 
venient term of reproach, particularly among those 
hot-headed Sectariaos» who rashly sacrifice, the inval- 
uable truths of divine revelation, at the towering al- 
tar of vain popularity and party interest ; and vho 
ostensibly esteem it an unpardonable crime ta enter- 
lain any mind, or encourage any principle, that is not 
in accordance with the popular and prevailing * 'stan- 
dards" of religious faith and practice. It is a term, 
which, for many centuries, has been employed to dis- 
tinguish those who have successively seceded from the 
various ''standing orders" of leW^Voxilal^, who have 
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arrogated to themselves the appelation of <^ orthodox" 
in difiereat ages and sections of Christendom. We 
learo from the Apostolic History, that even the inspir* 
ed Teachers of Christianity and faithful followers of 
the Lamb, were mallcioasly accused by the popular 
religionists of their day, with the crime of *' turn- 
ing the world upside down'^ by the promulgation of 
their destructive heresy : And 1 have often thought, 
and am slill of the opinion^ that if the humble and 
benevolent Savior of sinners, and his chosen Apos- 
tles, were permitted now to visit our world, and to 
pursue the same humble and charitable course of con- 
duct which characterized them when on earth ; and 
to preach the same liberal and impartial doctrine which 
anciently dropped like the dew of heaven upon the 
tender grass, from their guileless lips ; and to devote 
their holy lives again to the intellectual and moral im- 
provement and happiness of our wayward race, they 
would meet with a similar kind^ and nearly the same 
degree. of opposition and reckless peibecution from 
professed Christians, that they did from the religious 
Jetos. There is not the least degree of doubt, in my 
mind, that they would be loudly denounced from the 
press, the sacred desk, and the altar of devotion, as 
rank htrttics ; their doctrine declared to be a destruc- 
tive delusion, and their persons and characters profes- 
sedly held in utter contempt, as objects for the poi- 
soned arrows of blind prejudice to be shot at. 1 doubt 
not, that their sublime sentiments would be pompously 
pronounced grossly licentious ; their forbearing and 
friendly conduct towards their fellow men^ conteca^V- 
ible^ se/Wie and debasing ia ftie ^-xXt^mv^ ^xl^ "^^^^ 
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untiring labors of love, effectual meaas of promoting 
carelessness, vice and iafidelity ! I an very sure that 
they would be charged with rashly attempting to siib* 
vert the established forms of social and public worship 
—of striking a deadly blow at the very root of all 
true morality and piety, and of endeavoring to over- 
turn all the sacred and venerated institutions of true 
religion and virtue, that the world are now taught to 
reverence and defend. 

Friendly reader, do not allow yourself to suppose 
for a moment, that this view of things is the result of 
any unfriendly feeling which I entertain towards 
those who differ from me on subjects of religious faith; 
certainly not : it is forced upon me from a careful 
and candid consideration of several things which I 
must beg leave briefly to lay before you. 

The reasons which have irresistibly brought me to 
the above conclusion, are founded upon the honest be- 
lief, thai the popular religion of the present day, so 
far at least as our own country is concerned, is, in 
suhstancej almost precisely the same as. that which dis" 
tinguished the opposers and persecutors of Christ and 
the Apostles, in the first century. We need no other, 
or better proof of this fact, than that which may be 
obtained by carefully, candidly and patiently cxamin 
ing the faithful descriptions which our Savior and his 
Apostle<* have kindly given us, of the religious sen- 
timents generally embraced and tenaciously defended 
by the ancient Jewish Church ; and comparing them 
with the religious vie ws which obtain the preference at 
^be present day^ in our favored land of boasted lib- 



Did not the relfgioa of the perteeotnig J«wtf 
prompt its advo^tes imd supportera to esteem them- ' 
selved the righteous, aQd e(xe*iplaryt^aiid peculier ob» 
jects of the divine iove and proteetbo, to the ev^riae-^ * 
ting exchision of all the world betide I Did itnot In- 
duce them to censure, coadeB» ajMi per«ee«fe all wto . 
were not ^sposed to embraoe their creed, worabfp at 
tbeir altar, and adopt their praetfoes ? Did it not in* 
cite them to deBpise.defaaie and ridtcale their more hum- 
ble, unpretending, and liberal neighbora i and to as* 
sume Moses' seat, shut up^ the kingdoan ef heaven 
against the unpopular advocc^sand siippoHers of more 
charitable vie w$,- and to deneonee eterdsi judgments 
upon their fellow men f These faet^, no w^lUmfonn- 
ed iadtVidilal #ill; ddaj. Now p^miii me- Vesfestfblly 
ton^ you; kind reader, if ^e^ pi^e^ailitig aiM populat 
re(i|^otr oTpiir 4)11;;^' times, does not incite^ Its'^alotfs 
adherents ttf kitolgeihe same ibeHogs, ««d'Co^pitrsip»^ 
very neaipty 'the. same selfWighteous,* uncharitable and 
oppr6:^4^e oeui^&toii^ardsithosb whom they>k>ok' upon 
asftefi>/i^s, ^dtk andeandidates fbr endless perditioa? 

Again-— 4)id not the Jewish religion eonsist nlmost > 
eirtlrely*^ of avoutine of various eiilema/ and pom- 
pon 'for-ms, ceremoaiesi hnd observances^' while.it 
3ver4ooked and diszegaided the weightier matters of 
he law, sqch as judgment, vasaoy andfadh f Who 
2an deny this,; and at the samd^ time main tai»« belief 
n the' tiuth (^f>tbe Bible? Now, without intending 
o give^nyoiSbxiee, may I not.ask if w«[ do not clear- 
y> .disdover^ra. s^me i^aaenil: featuresfiik the 'S^rtho- 
)o9i^ religion aiow sa extensively |rrQYa.\!anl %xa!QPCi:^ 
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And again*— Did iK^t the religion of tho Jews hate 
a direct tendenc^r to fill the minds of its votaries with 
excessive self-conceit and-superciiious pride, and t<» 
ex«ite in them a spirit of exciusiveneas, eold contempt, 
affected scorp, and even rank hatred, towards all who 
gave countenance and encouragement to a more libe- 
ral, impartial and charitable system than their own 1 — 
Meet cerlainly ! And now, reader, can you withhold 
your assent to the obvious fact, that the popular reli^ 
gbn of our own day, manifests very similar tenden- 
cies, and pfodjftces many similar effects ? 

Once moie, and we will close this comparison and 
end the chapter* Was not the Jewii^ reiigion, in it» 
spirit and tendency, directly designed to delude the 
minds of men, mislead the judgment, pervert the ejc* 
ailed prineiplea of true rdigianf «nd bring into disre- 
pute and disgrace the doctrines and exampfes of the 
holy and blessed Redeemer 1 This fact, no man in 
his senses, wiJ], for a moment question^ Whot Ihea 
is the unavoidable conclusion? It is this; thai the 
popular religion of our own limes, is not the xeligioQ 
of Jems ; but a religion of human invention, handed 
down from the ancients by ^* the kites tf inmsmgrU' 
tion^^* if I nuiy so speak, and is calculated in its obvi- 
ous tendencies to promote self-righteousness and party 
zeal, to the serious detriment of gospel truth, and the 
great injury of its honest and virtuerus supporters* 

These reflections have forced upon lAy mind die 

firm and unavoidable conviction, that if Jesus and bb 

Apostles should now. visit dieesrth in person, and pu^ 

sue the same impartialj» humble and charitat^ eoursa 

which distinguished them uiancieiil C\iii^ti,^«i ^^vA^ 
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meet with very much the same triMttment from the re- 
ligious community, that they met with from the Jew8^ 
eighteen hundred years ago. 



CHAPTXa II. 

Let us now inquire ; what excited the religious 
Jews to press forward in their untiring and determined 
persecution of St Paul, the author of the aentence 
which heads this article I The answer may be found 
in the fact, that he was engaged in proclaiming and 
advocating that which they denominated a fake deo- 
trine— a destructive delusion — a fatal ^erety. But 
what did he preach and advocate ? Did he endeavor 
to bring into disrepute the Jewish Scriptures 1 Did 
he deny the truth and authority of the Law and the 
Prophets, by which the Jews themselves professed to 
be governed I What does he say in answer to the 
boisterous complaints alledged against him by his 
countrymen and heartless persecutors 1 Let him an- 
s ver for himself. Addressing himself to Ananias, 
the High Priest, at whose tribunal be stood, he calmly 
and respectfully says, '* For as much as I know that 
thou hast been for many years a Judge unto this Ra- 
tion, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself; be- 
cause thou mayest understand that there are but yet 
twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem to worship. 
And they neither found me in the temple disputing 
with any man, neither reiising up the people, neither 
' in the synagogue nor in the city. Neither can the^ 
prove the thiags whereof they aiocMa^ xfv^* "^^^^ ^^e^^ 
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I confess unto thiee, thpit after tbe way ,wbich they call 
heresy^ bo worship I the God of my fathers^ beliey- 
ing all things which are written in the Law and the 
Prophets." 

Here is a plain, uttvarnished statement of the facts 
in the Apostle's case ; and we^shall soon see what was 
the head and front of his offending. He had neither 
9^id or di^ne any thing contrary to the Law and the 
PjophetSf which the whole nation reverenced, or pro- 
feseed to levereiioe, as the standards of their religious 
belief and practice! Why, then, was he 50 lopdly 
nccused of promulgating a heresy, an^ so untiringly 
^$d cruelly persecuted aad abused? Thero may J)e 
a degree of }»t(«^er^ hanging around ^hertsader's mind 
in relation to this matter, which I will endeavor to 
dolve I and after doing so, I will apply the solution to L| 
a subject of still greater importance to the christian 
community, and much nearer Jiome. 

That the Jewi*»h Chureh, in its origin and infancy, 
was peculiarly favored with a direct revelation of the 
charcict^r, purposes and perfections of Jehovci^, is 
manifestly evident from the whole history af the Pa- 
jUriarcbal age» In the communications of God to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, these truths relating to 
the Almighty, are clearly developed, as constituting 
the invaluable standard of their faith and conduct. — 
And the fathers of that nation, being thus enlightened 
with the direct rays of truth divine, walked with God 
ia the faithful performance of all the ifnportant du- 
ties, both civil and moral, that devolved upon them. 
In the divine promise to Abraham, the Messiah's oais- 
itt'oD, Its design and end^ wet^ iuW^ ^^l^ted^ and 
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have norer been called in queation by the Holy Propb- . 
ets, Christ, or the Apostles. St. Paul says, God 
*' preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, 8a3rikig;t 
in thee shall all nations be blessed." Furthormore ; in 
the law given to Moses*, the ennobling principles of 
true religion are- clearly embraced. Look at the decar 
logue, or ten commandments. Here, the re&ned prin- 
ciples of true practical as well a^ theoretical reli([ion« 
are solemnly impressed' upon the minds of the chosen 
people to whom the law was given, and hare ever 
been advocated and defended by the well instructed an4 
faithful servants of God in every age, and under 
every dispensation. That the law, in its application 
to Moses, to Abraham, and to those whom tjiey were 
commissioned to govern and instruct, embraced all 
moral and practical virtues, such as love to God and 
benevolence to man, honesty, truth and charity, is too 
plain to require an argument in its support. Then, 
if we consult the Prt^hets, we find them constantly 
pointing to the promised Messiah — the seed of Abra- 
ham, in whom all the families of the earth WQre tq be 
blessed— to the manner of his intrpduction. into the 
world — to the cruel treatment he would meet with — 
to the establishment of hi^ spiritual reign, and to the 
glorious result of his efficient administration. That 
the language of the Prophets, indicates a resurrection 
from the dead, and. a universal and glorious imniKqr'* 
tality, no one, I thinly, will question, who re^dfi m\h 
attention their glowing and aniniating desicjiptions of 
the filial result of the Messiah*s reigix a^d .. govern- 
ment 
Thus it will be seen, that if the Jewish^Church had 



xiev^r ideparted from t\m tru^ spjri^ a^d priaciple^ of 
t^r original veligipus uistitutions-^if theiy had con- 
tinued to .wa]& in the moral path which Infiaite Wis- 
dom had m^irked out for them so kindly ; they would 
never have been found crucifying their own Messiah, 
and bringing their false, malicious and cruel charges 
against the illustrious Apostle. But. they had depar- 
ted, widely, wretchedly, from the spirit and principles 
of their original institutions — they had entirely lost 
sight of them ; hence they are represented by their 
own true Prophets, as '^ a sinful nation ; a people la- 
den with iniquity ; a seed of evil doers ; children that 
are corrupters ;" as having forsaken the Lord and pro- 
voked the Holy One of Israel, and as having "gone 
away backward." God, by his faithful prophet, says 
unto them, ** ye will revolt more and more ; the 
whole head is sick, and the whole heart is faint; 
from the sole of the foot even unto the head, there is 
no soundness in it,^' &c. 

'Piis brief sketch clearly indicates the general char- 
acter of the Jewish Church, for several centuries 
anterior to the advent of the Messiah, as repeatedly ^ 
given by their own venerable Prophets. And our Sa- 
vior fully confirms the truth of the description by 
denominating them ** Blind leaders of the blind, hy- 
pocrites, a generation of vipers"-— a people who have 
**made void the law by their traditions, changed the 
glory of the incorruptible God, into an image of cor- 
ruptible man, and four-footed beasts, and creeping 
things, and worshipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator;'' 

This was the character of those ancient Jewisb per- 



secutprs who cruelly charged St. Paul with promulga- 
ting a blasphe^iqus heresy ^ and were resolutely bent 
on his condemnation and destruction ; and all for de- 
claring *' none other things than those which Mosea, 
Abraham, the law, and the Prophets invariably taught. 
The re(uon^ therefore, why the religious Jews accused 
Paul of teaching and spreading a delusive heresy^ 
is rendered sufEciently plain — They had so perverted 
the sacred truths embraced in their orij^inal institu- 
tions, and backslidden so far from their spirit and in- 
tention, that when St. Paul declared in their hearing 
the divine sentiments of the. law and the Prophets, 
they were astonished at his doctrine, and still more at 
his ji^resumpiicm — considered him as introducing a tuw 
a^ erronious system-^a den^oralizing heresy of the 
blackest dye, and forthwith determined on l^s destruc- 
tion. We havQ heard of persons under the influence 
of insanity^ who have manifested the rankest hatred 
towards their nearest relatives and dearest friends ; but 
whether the Jews were insane or not, nothing enraged 
thenihalf so much as the tru^ sentiments of thefr own 
original standards of diving instruction,, when brcugbt 
before them by Jesus Christ cmd his faithful Apostles* 
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Having Ihu^polved the mystery, why the JewMho 
cru^ly persecuted St. I^aul for preaching oothipg^but 
the sentimex;^ embraced in their own law and proph'^ 
etSf we.\vill tiQw apply out solution to another sub- 
jeeti and one thai cornea n^Kfr home. 
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It is well known that ide, as Univ^rttalisUi, are su6« 
jected to many trials, persecutions and' calumnies, 
simply in consequence of our religious profession. — 
Nothing is nidte common than for us to be coBfidenf- 
ly pronounced herelics^ and accused; privately and 
publicly, of publishitig and- advocating a blasphemous 
and licentious doctrine. And ft is well known that we 
endure all this ftem our Partialist brethren. By them, 
we are looked upon in very much the same light that 
Pad was looked-upon by his Jewish brethren. They 
declare before Ananias, that they << havd found this 
man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among 
the people, and a ringleader of the sectof Nazareoes, 
that he has gone about to defile the temple,** &c. — 
This is very much the same language in which a Tea- ' 
cher of Universalism is represented by his religious 
opposers. But what reason have they to accuse us of 
advocating a false — a licentious — a disgraceful doc- 
trine, and of classing us-with the lowest, mostdegraded, 
aiid abandoned, of the community ? The s^me reason 
that the Jews had for bringing similar charges 
against the Apostles— dimply because our sentiments 
appear to them new and novel — ^too liberal and equali- 
zing, and above all, not in accordance with the pre- 
vailing views and feelings of the times. 

Our opposers profess to be Christians— *ia adopt the 
teachings of Christ and the Apostles as tiieir standard 
of faith and practice, and to be zealously engaged in/ 
the service of iheir Lord and^ Master. All this is perl 
*^ fectly proper and commendable. We profess thi| 
same, and yet they incesbantly oppose, misrepreseni 
and calumniate us, and aflfectid hdk Upbh as as Infi 
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debt bf^teurs of God, lovers and promoters of ira mor- 
ality and HcentiousDess, and aure'caodidatea ' for end- 
l^s burnings. 

Now, under these circumstances, o^ay we not be 
allowed in our defence before the tribunal of the pub- 
lic, to put forth a plea something like the one which 
the Apostle put forth, wiien arraigned before the Jewish 
tribunal, and whici^ is contained in the citation which 
stands at the head of this section ? But this we con- 
fess unto you, ih^i after the way which our opposers 
call Juresy^ so worship we the God of our fathenp, be- 
lieving nothing but what is contained in the obvious 
teachings of Jesus Christ and the Holy Apostles. But 
what are those prominent sentiments advocated by us, 
and which seem so much to enrage our Partialist breth- 
ren, and ^Kcite their prejudice against us ? We will 
briefly state them, showing at the same time, their 
perfect accordance with the teachings of our Divine 
Master and the prii^itive heralds of the Cross. 

1. We believe in a God, whose nature is love — love 
infinite, universal and immutable. The evidence 
which sanctions the correctness of this article of our 
faith, is found ia 1 John v, chap, ** Beloved, let us 
love one another ; for love is of God ; and every one 
that loveth, is born of God, and knoweth God. He 
that loveth not, knoweth not God ; for God ia love,-:— 
In i4t« was manifested the love of God Coward us, be- 
cause that God sent bis only-begotten Sonjntothe 
world, that we might live through him. Herein is 
love ; not that we loved Gt)d, bul that he loved w, apd 
sent his Son to be the propiltation for our sins." Here 
we are fully justified in belmiug iJMiXQio^*\^ \«s'«^^\x^. 
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the most perfect ser.se of the word. Th&t his love is 
infinite^ is evident from the obvious and acknowledged 
fact, that God is an Infinite Being, and possessed of 
no other than infinite attributes and perfections. — 
This position, needs no further proof now, as it is con- 
ceded by every class of our opposing brethren* That 
the love of God is univeraai as well as infinite, is ren- 
dered clearly certain from 1 John iv. 14. and Rom. v. 
8. In the first passage it is said ; ** We have seen, 
and do testify, that the Father sent the Son, to be the 
8avior of the wodd ;" and in the second it is said ; 
*'God commendeth his love towards us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us," &c. That 
the love of God is immutabtef as well as infinito and 
universal, we learn from Heb. 1 chap, ** And thou, 
Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the 
earth ; and the heavens are the work of thy hands.— 
They shall perish, but thou remainest ; and they all- 
shall wax old as doth a garment ; and as a vesture 
shah thou fold theia up, and they shall be changed ; 
but thou art the sam«, and thy years shall not fail." 
Again ; Inspiration declares of God ; that ** He is in 
one mind, and none can turn him : the same yeste^ 
day, to-day and forever." 

'^. We believe that God will reward the virtuous 
end punish the vicious ; not conditionally, but posi- 
tively and infallibly. As our authority for this arti- 
cle of our faith, see Rom. ii. 9, 10, and 11, *' Tab- 
ulation and anguish upon every soul of man that do 
eth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile ; 
but glory, honor, and peace, to every man that wo^ 
keth ^ood— For there is ao les^pesclo^ ^v«oq8 with 
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Gh>d * * * Who will reader to every man acoordiag to 
his deeds." Agaio, Gal. vi : 8. <* He that sovreth 
to the fleshy shall of the flesh reap corruption ; but 
he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life 
everlasting," Again, Prov. xi : 31. «« Behold the 
righteous shall be recompensed on the earth ; much 
more the wicked and the sinner/' 

3. We believe that all divine punishment most, in 
the economy of Jehovah, result in the good of the 
punished. The testimony upon which we found this 
reasonable article of our faith, may be found in 
many parts of the divine Record, but particularly in 
Heb. xit. chapv ** We have had fathers of our flesh, 
who corrected us, and we gave them reverence ; shall 
we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of 
tipirita and live I For they, verily, for a few daye 
chastised us afler their own pleasure ; but he, for our 
pr^f that we might be partakexa of his holiness. — 
Now no chastetiing for the present seeineth to be joy- 
ous, but grevious ; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them that 
arc exercised there|)y," » 

4. Wehelieve that every man is rewarded accor- 
ding to his own personal character and conduct, wheth- 
er virtuous or vicious. This we believe, because our 
divine Master, when predicting the near approach of 
his second advent, and spiritual reign on the earth, . 
expressly said, he would Ihen ( at the commencement 
and through the whole progress ol his spiritual admin* 
istration on earth) reward every man according to his 
works f see Matt» xvi : 27 ; and because he again 
says^ ** Behold I eo^ie quickly , axk.4 m^ x^nt^^Ni^ 
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with me, to give every man according 08 kU work sKaU 
be. Rev. xxii : 12. 

5. We believe that Jesas Christ come from the bo^ 
som of his Father, as a well qualified agent, to entigbt- 
en, reform and save from sin and suffering, the whole 
xpofld of mankind. We cherish this Glorious senti- 
ment, because Jesus plainly affirms^ that he dame, 
<^ To seek, and to saye, that which ^ was lost — to heal 
the broken-hearted ; to deliver the captives ; to res- 
tore sight to the blind ; and to set at liberty them that 
are bruised;" See Luke xii .• 10— IV. 18. We 
might mi^tiply testmiony in sut>pbrt of this sentiment 
to a vdry^great length ; but we really consider k un*- 
neoessaary, (Vom the fact, that neariy all religious sects 
in our country, ate willing note to adrah the <*^uiiiver» 
sallt J of the atonement.^ ^ ^ » : ' 

6. We believe that tte^lvatioa which Josus came 
ta aceompHfih, is a sslva^n from iim and of ^ couise^ 
from all its direful coooequedces^ This we consider 
evident, from several dedaralions which the wotd of 
G»d contains; particularly from Matt 1. 12v where 
the angel of God appeared unto Joseph^ and said ; 
^'Theushalt call his name «liMt<9; for he shall sate 
his people from their atits— ^and also fsom John 1. 2i0, 
whore John the Baptist says ; << Behold the liamb of 
God,^ who taketh away the nn of the woxild.'' . 

7. We believe that Jesus will aecom^lUh the ben^vo 

oldnt object for which he came into4he world — put a 

final end to sin, enlighten^ reconcilei purify aod save 

the whole human race* The divine tesdimonies ;which 

« 

serve to establish us in this aniraati^g^ belief, are so 
namerom and diseot to thte igo^al^'^^il 'we Kt^ w^Mf 
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m a lo9s where to begipi our citations, or whidi out 
of the thousand, to bring forward. We ba?e roonn 
for but few of them, and tftoee few, we hmnMy tnist, 
wiil prove satisfactory to 4he unprcyudiced and can- 
did mfnd. In John xiu 32, our Lord decidedly af- 
firms, *' If 1 be Ufted up from the earth, 1 mU^^dtaw 
laU men unto me." Me wdu ttfted tip, both upon the 
cross, tmd from Ae dead; and hence^ we have the 
positive a^stirance that he will difaw aH limaikliid to 
himself. In Jdhn iv. 34, he a4so says ; " My meat 
is/to da^he win of him that sent n^, aafd to ifeish hia 
¥-ork.^' The t£^f df God ts^ that olf shall be Mved 
aad^ome to the knowledge of Ihe tMth ; see 1 Tim. 
ii. 4. And "the work of God, whiek ^esas came Idr 
jSfiis&, 4he Apoatie sajw, i»t» ^ destroy <he worics of 
Hhe^4e<?it*'-^1% ^ rocAnoile all things to God, by the 
blood of the oross'^i^-4o ** pot down all mle, and all 
authoriQr, Mid ail power," a^d^ddslioy thehttt ea- 
esiy^ wfnsit^ is death/^ And the Aposde/u rt4)er says; 
«« Wheti idl things sMl be isibdued unto him ; M 
/^Mgs reooaciied uotd God ; 49ir§ knee brougift to 
bow, and e«»ersf tongue to confess that Jesus is Lor^, 
to the gk>ry of GM die Father ; lfc«9i shall be brought 
to T»as8 the «ay k>g ihat is written ; ** death is swal- 
lowed up in victeiy 5 O death 1 w^ere is thy sting 'J 
O gmive ! whetfe is thy '^ioiory V* TTieii, says the 
A|»os|to, shati Christ *< deliver up the kihgdofn to God 
the Father, and-GodbcflH in o/fc*' . 
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Id thQ pxeceding diapt^r^ the reader has been fur- 
Abhed with the prominent s^ntucieDts vbich we cher- 
ish, fuUy believe, and delight to advocate and defend 
—rthe sentiments* which constitute the demoralizing 
hereiy oi which we are invidiously and censoriously 
accused by the popular re%ious community. And I 
ap|>eal to the reader's unprejudiced judgment, whether 
tjmy are not fully authorized by the in^ructions of 
Christ and the Apostles 1 And allowing tliat they 
aror ia it not as great a mystery f why the popular mass 
of professed Christians, should now Accuse us of ad- 
* vocatiog an abssurd and licentious hercfsy, as it is. that 
the or^ligkous Jeairs should have aecttsed the ApQS- 
tteof the same thing, ^when th^y preinGhed nothing 
that was n(H contaioed in their own hw uxkdi Prophets ? 
We have, Itbink, pretty clearly solved <A«/ mystery ;- 
and we vnllnow, acccKrdmg to promise, fl^jpfa^ the so^ 
lutipn to the myatony before tw. - 

Like the dQ^eeodanta from 4heL«dcieM Patriarchs 9 
thp nominal C^Fistian^ Churchy has evidently wander— 
ed| step by step, from the^^ori^nal inetitutions of Chj U— 
tianity, till it has become bewilderod «nd-lostin the 
mazy l^|}yrinth« i>f hu^aa inventions and mystical 
dogmas* .One error after another) hasT been introdu- 
ced^ as a pcetefided improvement, till but V3ry little 
is now recognized, in th^ laborious creecb. and rptofes- 
. sions of faith, which are generally received, that bears 
any moral resemblance to the Gospel system, as 
taught by its illustrious founder and his primitive fol- 
lowers. What are the cV\arac\ei\sUc doctrines, now 
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generally held tiiae and sacred by the great nu^ority 
of professed Christians ? We will naaie a few of the 
moat prominent. They are, 1. That of the " Trini- 
ity ;" or ^r«e Gods in aiie God ; which teaches that* 
while one is thirsting for rengeance, the other two 
are filled with compaasion, and using every eObrt to 
protect the objects of his wrath^ from the demands of 
his vindictiye justice. 2. That of ** original sin ;'V 
which teaches that all ouinkind sineed in Adam, par- 
take of his guilt, and come into the world under the 
curse of his transgression and [My. 8. That o[ **iur 
finite sin ;" which teaches that one of the smallest 
icnaginable sins, either of commission or omission, un- 
repented of before death, will sink the soul in irre- 
trievable and endless woe, while the amalgamated sins 
of a whole world would do no more. 4» That of 
* * vicarious atonement ;" which teaches that, by 
repentance^ we may at any time, shift all our sina,be 
t^hey few or many, great or small, from our own souls, 
\apon the immaculate Jesus, and escape all panish- 
ment due to them, both in time and eternity. 5. 
That of *' free agency ;" which teaches that every 
tnan possesses the power to thwart the whole design 
of Jehovah, both in his creation and redemption, and 
to fa'rce his own way up to heaven, or down to hell, as 
his choice may chance to direct, 6. That of '' endless 
misery ;'' which teaches that, notwithstanding God's 
hatred of sin, and strong desire to make all his off- 
spring h(^y and happy ; and notwithstanding the wise, 
and benevolent, and powerful means which he has. 
devised, to destroy sin and gralify his gracious de- 
sire ; yet he will in the «nd, suSios a.u \\>£cq^\.^ ^^$a^« 
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poiotme^Kt In both tespeets ; for 4Nn will eternally ex* 
ist, and (nisery never haye an end! 

These, gentle reader, are 1^ |)re8ent pTomiaent 
sentiments embraced in ail ^ popular religious sys- 
tems which prevail in onr liberal and enUgktened' cquB' 
try. And now, in alt charity and friendly feeling to- 
wards those whom I consider deceived) and in the 
shackles of error, permit me to auk, if any proper 
evidence in support of any one of the above senti* 
ments, can be derived from ihe origmal standards of 
Christianity % If so, what becomes of those directly 
opposite sentindents, the scriptural truth of which,. I 
have demonstrated^ by an appeal to the tBachlngs of 
Christ and the Apostles ? Be assured, dear reader^ 
upon the honor of a friend to the human race, thsit 1 
am prepared, had i time and room, k) produce posi- 
tive testimoDy from the same exalted sources, directly 
to refute each and evei^ one of tbe foregoing fashion- 
able doctrines. But I willxlose this chapter in order 
to make room iar another, and- the last. 



CHAPTER V. 

From the foregoing expositions and remarks', it 
must I think, be seen, and acknowledged by the well- 
informed and unprejudiced, that the dominant religious 
sects in our land, are as blind to the original truths of 
Christirtnity, as the Jews were to the important doc- 
trines of the law and the Prophets ; and tliatthey arc 
governed and directed in their religious principles and 
practices, in much the same matflafit— Xs^ \fea xmfoun* J 
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ded and run tradUioos of the elders^ This being the 
ease, the mytiery^ why ** orthodox" Chrintiansy oppose^ 
persecute and despise ; misrepresent, defame and 
aibiise, Universalist Christians, is fully and clearly 
explained, and ( humbly trust, to the satisfaction of 
every candid reader, who loves the truth and approba- 
tion of Heaven, moro than the weak inventions and 
hypocritical praises of sinful men. 

And now, kind reader, permit me to say to yoa, 
that the sublime -and benevolent truths of primitive 
Christianity, are gaining ground^^r^forced, unnatural 
and sel^h applications of the Sacred Scriptures, are 
losing their unjust infiue^ceover the human mind-:- 
the visionasry and mystified dogmas that have crept 
into the institutions of our holy religion, during the 
*'dark ages-' of Popery and Pri^tc raft, are being 
gradeally exposed and discarded ; and the fond hope 
is entertained, that the dajr is not far distant, when the 
Christian religion, in its primeval purity, will again 
ilori^ in the world, pouring its unckMided light and 
glory upon tht* various . ranks and conditions of op- 
pressed and error-bound hujnamty^ There is a re- 
deeming spirit abroad in ^ earth; a spirit of iinx- 
ioos and inter^Hed^ religious inquiry ; and the increas- 
ing light of Sciefice'ia aiding. and encouragiog its ex- 
tension and industfry ; and may heaven bless and 
-|rr0sper its elevating and ennobling infloen^ife, till Jew- 
ish traditioiis. Pagan fables^ and Popish :super3titiops, 
shall no more deceive this miiidsvCosrupLtbe morals, 
-bhint the aympatbies, imd.^iei^te the affection^ of 
those who. ckdm, to bathe disteiplejsof the.iae<&k,.^and 
humble, and forbearingn^nd charila)^ ,$^^ >^ ^^ 
3Iost High. 1E^ 
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The arguments and developn^enta etribf aeed in ibe 
fbregoiDg chapters, mity possibly be coDsidered hj 
sms^e, unnecessarily severe itk their apj^licatton to the 
professedly Christiaru eects by which we are surfoim* 
6ed'y but be ^tssBred, dear reader, that no suek thing 
has been intended* I would not intentionally and need* 
lecsly, wound the feelings of any individual wIk) noay 
have embraced sentimeiKts less liberal than my own* 
But it is timeto «peaK.out plainly and pointedly upon 
this important subject. While we doiso, hoii^ever, we 
wish it distinctly undeiHstoodthat we entertam the most 
fi^ndfy fe^ings tQwardf out^ misguided oppose rs and 
persecutors » We dan excMim in almost the identical 
language of ^» Paul, spoken in rei^renca to his in- 
fatuated and pe/secufing Jewish brethi^n— ^"I couki 
wish myself acccrrsed from Christ for my kinsmen ac- 
cording to the fl^sh^ who a^e spiritual lsraeUte», and to 
whom pertaineth the adoptjpn, and the gbry, and the 
covenants^ and the giving of th^ Gospel, and the ser- 
vice of God, and the p^romisies. -' And further— ^^ My 
heart'^s desire and prayer- to €rod for the Chnstia«i 
Church, is, that they might he snved^ for I bear them 
record that they have a xeal of God, but not WDCordiog 
to knowledge : For: they, he rug ignorant of €M?$ 
rrghteoushess, and going about to eatab lish their m«» 
righteousness, havo not submitted themaelv»s. unto 
the righteousness of God*'' And blesaed he God^ we 
have Iho divine assurance^ that through ^ efficiency 
of redeeniing' grace, they «4a^aU ultimately be »a^ed 
with an evertastiiig ^alvirtioB ; fW it Is writton— 
^* God hath condttdei them ik'LTi in nnhelief) that he 
/i3i^/i^ Aare mercy u)poK^ Akt«'^ 
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lo coDclusion, I would serlbusiy recommend the 
reader's unprejudiced attention, to the following deela- 
rations of the great Apostle of the (Tentilee. **The 
wagts of. idtt iisv d^ath ; but the gift o£ God Is eter. 
nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord ;" Rom. ¥!• 
23 : ^'Por as in Adam aU cUe ; even so in Christ shall 
oU be nuuU aUw ;'» I Cor. xv. 2% «'For the eanMft 
expeetatioa of the creation * waiieth for the mAoUoar 
tatba of the sons of €k>d. For the ereaim was 
maile subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of 
him who hath subjected the same in hope ; because the 
creaUoa itjself also shaU be deiiveredfrom^ the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of Giod^ • * * For I am persui^ded) that neither.deathy 
ncMT lifoy nof Angels, nor principalitiesy nor- powers, 
nor thittgif present, nor things to coneie, nor heighl, 
nor depth, nor any othex creature, shall be able to 
iBOfiarate us fv^ai the love^^<7od, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." Bom. viiL Id-r^i^ 89, 9(^ In 
view of this glortouji^, result of the Savior's reign and 
hingdom, I cannot but exdlaim with the Apostle; 
**0 ! ^ depth of thariehes both of the wisdom and 
iuiowledgo of Grod L how uQsearchiable are his judg- 
ment, and lns;W|^s< past finding otH.I* * * Odeath ! 
where is thy .sling; O grave ! where is thy. victory i" 

* I follow tbe rendetihg wfaiefa Dr. Adam Ciairke has given of 
tW^3f«BlK term reiidtt«d cr«sliir»ia ai» ami the foUowi%Teise9. 



TEST OF DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE, 

^/Rejoiceth not ininiqoi^, but rejoiceth in the truths*' 1 Cor. ziii. 6. 

CHAPTER I. 

Who or what is that, which jrejoiceth not in iiiiquity, 
but rejoiceth ia the truth! By! consuhiog the precer 
liing context, we ^haU Iearn> that It is cHARrrr-^that ' 
lovely principle which '* siifiereth long and is kind" 
— which '* is not easily provoked'*— which ^ thinketh 
no evil"-^which "never faileth,'* and which rises in 
impoTtanco far superior to faith or hope, lliis is the 
heavenly principle that rejoiceth not in iniquity, but i 
rejoiceth in the truth ; and it* is called "the bond of j 
perfectnfess," without which, no other d^rfstian grace 
or duty can find acceptance with God, whose nature , 
and name is ioi7e. I 

No moral principle, ejnr imbibed and cfaeridied by 
the human mind, can be more pure, profitable^ lovely, 
and exalted in its nature and efl^ts, than charity. 
Without it, no* individual can becbine a trUe-practtcal 
Christian, let his pretensions and external appearan- 
ces be what they may ; neither can he enjofr the val- 
uable and unnumbered blessings of that faith wiHck 
works hyliove ani purifies the hearty and wMehtwas 
anciently delivered, to the saintsJ, But wi7^ it, light, L 
and life, and joy^ will spring up continually, kr^^veiy 
scene of misfortune, affliction and sorrow, and the 
calm serenity of holy resignation and composure will 
pervade, and ele^iate, and happify the whole soul. 
It is a moral principle whicbis as pure as the divine 
nature — as universal as all the animate creation, in its 
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)Qoevdefit designs-r-A&d as Kaatittg' and imaralable as 

Such, respected reader, is the natufo-of that righte* 

Otis principle which ^^rejoiceth not in iniquity but re- 

joiceth in the truth ;" and is theie a philanthrophist in 

the wide world, who will withhold hi<9 hearty and sin* 
^re Qqpprobatjon; fronxa moral pjcjndple §o exalted, so 

refined, so godlike, and so pure ? No i all sects, all 
classes, all denominations of religionists, must volun- 
tarily unite in extolling its iDtrinsic merits, applauding 
its benevolent exercise, and eulogizing, its invaluable 
worth, aod beauty, and perfection. No wonder that 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles^ while contemplating 
tl^ three cardinal qualifications and moral graces of 
the true and faithful disciple of Christ, and summing 
up their respective importance, declares, '* Now abid- 
cXhfaitJiy hopcy charity ; these three, but the greatest of 
these is diariiyf^ for he well knew, from his own 
past experience, that all the fai}h, and zeal, and exer- 
tions in the world; could avail notjiing in tlip CAUse of 
religion, if charity were wanting* 

Having thus spoken definitely, though briefly, in re- 
lation to that exalted principle, which is said by an 
Apostle, to rejoice not in iniquity, but to rejoice in the 
truth ; we are now prepared to bring several religious 
and philosophical sysipms of faith and practice to this 
iest^ by comparing them with this principle of heaven* 
born charity. If, on trial, they will abide this test, we 
may be confidently assured^ that th^y are every way 
worthy of universal acoeptance,^ confidenpe and en- 
couragement But if they will not abide this trial, 
we shall feel bound by every thing de«ix va\i^^^^i5x 
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and on eardt ; by traftaad conscience, to rtejeet them, 
and cast them from us, as the worst and most mis- 
chievous of evils and destructive besetments ; and for- 
ever to discountenance and oppose them, that they 
may n^islead and prey upon the world no more. 

While we pursue the object which we have proposed, 
however, we would not be thought unjust, censorious 
or invidious by those Who do not subscribe to our gen- 
eral views of religious truth ; for we would, by no 
means, unnecessaWly and knowingly wound the sen- 
sibilities of any individual who may read the follow- 
ing chapters. We sincerely respect the persons and 
feelings of our brethren of every faith and creed, and 
would not wish, by any unreasonable or improper 
remarks, to excite their enmity, prejudices or ill-will 
towards w*, or tTie doctrine we rejoice in advocating ; 
for in such a course, charity would not rejoice, and 
hence, it would certainly be uncalled for and evil — it 
would be an uningenuous course. But to proceed 
with the subject before us, we would remark, 

1. From the very morning of dreatlon, there have 
been such things in the world as religious perstcuiion, 
intolerance and cruelty, And they have been sanc- 
tioned, justified and practiced, by those who have beea 
looked up to by the great mass of mankind, as their 
spiritual fathers, instructors and examples. Yes, rea- 
der, we may go back, in our reflections, to the sunny 
brightness and peace of ancient Eden, and there we 
behold the family altar and the sacrifice, as evidences 
of that religious nature, which man originally posses* 
sed, and that religious worship whi<bh mankind were 
thus early faught to practice au4 etv^o^ before their 



TEST OF DOCTRINE 65 

great and good Creator and Father. And ihnre, too, 
in a short time after the creation of our first parents, 
we behold the sullen and morose Cain, filled with jeal-' 
ousy, envy and persecuting wrath, towards bis in- 
offensive and unsuspecitng brother ; raising the fatal 
weapon in cruel vcngence, to put an end to his vir- 
tuous exbtence ; and all because the sacrifice of 
Abel was more <acceptable to God than his. Could 
the holy and benevolent principle of charity have re- 
joiced in the exercise of such a barbarous spirit, and 
in such harsh and unfeeling conduct ? All will an- 
8wer in the negative, without one moment's reflec- 
tion. 

But, in pursuing the subject, we may again (Contem- 
plate the rash &nd malevolent course pursued by King 
Saul, towards the youthful and generous David, who 
was never conscious of giving his sovereign the least 
provocation, and who, on sundry occasions, preserved 
his life when it was in his power to deprive him of it 
at once, and thereby gratify the spirit of retaliation 
and revenge, which, however, dwelt not in his youth- 
ful breast. They were both ostensibly engaged in 
maintaining tbe honor of God, and promoting the 
prosperity of the church and. nation. But the conduct 
of Saul was guided by a religious zeal which partook 
largely of the spirit of persecution, intolerance and 
cruelty, and as it will be universally admitted, that 
his course of moral cobduct did not harmonize with 
the principles of that charjty which **thinketh no 
evU,** it^ was iniquitous in the extreme, and justly 
ihetfted that severe chastisement whibh It received 

froftt the hand of the Sovereiffli of the univers!^* TVi>&^ 
all Htm admit. '^ - ^c mj : ^^ v 
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in discoursing iurther upon this subject, we wouM 
direct the reader's attention to the course of practice, 
so zealously pursued by fhe spiritual leaders of the 
nominal church, from the time of the first Council of 
Nice, (which was .called for the purpose of framing a 
religious creed, and of adopting the most efficient 
means of defending and enforcing it,) to the Refor- 
mation under Martin Luther. During this long 
period of time, including about twelve hundred years, 
an ingenious system of intolerance, bloody per- 
secution, unholy tyranny and reckless cruelty ; a 
system which was altered, modified, and revised, from 
time to time, as the circumstances of the chiirch 
were supposed to requite, was kept in force by pains 
and penalties, which must cause a thrill of horror 
and astonishment to pervade the souls of the reflec- 
ting and benevolent of every class and sect in Chris- 
tendom. 

The projector and nursing-father of the above sys- 
tem, was Censtantiae, surnamed the Great, who was a 
homicide after his coliversion to the Christian faitb, 
and a barbarous and blood-thirsty tyrant till his death. 
Under the influence of a religious system, originating 
from such a source, andperpetuaied by such destruc- 
tive means, and enforced by the mighty energies of 
such a relentless and malignant spirit, what could be 
expected as the result, but a numberless list of crin^ 
ing slaves and dying inartyjs— crusades', inqulsitioos, I j 
racks and tortures of the most horrid desQrifJtlpQ ^ 
ThiF, reader, troi the result, and base dec^p^a, 
j>overty, iniquity, imprisonment ^qd deiUh, 3pj[fi4 
ibeir appalling and sable IbauxiQi onqx i^ wWte e^- 

1 
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lent of the civtlized world* And allthif tettn 
4j denominated ChrManUyf and its legttimatB fniitt 1 
t^ut, is there to be perceived in all this, one pairtiele 
"of that benevolent principLs «f dkari/y, wbidi lejoioes 
not in ihM[uityy but rejoices in the truth I By^ ao 
^neans ! And yet, hew many thousands there arOf 
even now, who tererenoe tho above systems m» tbs le* 
gitimate o^priiija^ of heaVen, and tho all-pervading 
^^sseUce of the religious perfection and glory of ^'ih^ 
mother chDrch"-^he •* church of Christ !" Ko woa- 
>der that the time alluded to, lias since been called, l>jr 
historians, the tfon, and kaden age 1 Bat we most 
tslose this chapter, and pursue the subject stiU fartheir 
in the next, in which we shall show, that notwidi* 
standing the Reformation and . several other eiieam* 
stances, chariiy has as yet^ but very little reason to 
r^i^e m the theories and practiees of leligiotis pro*' 
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In. pursuing the sul^ct emb)r«(ced tn,difise JMirnbers,. 
i^jemark,: In the order^qf :lhat:Q2vftQb Providence,, 
wbiph ever waUshes pv^ the ddstimea qCv Trail 'aQri im* 
perfect man, with a yigihot i^ye, a bri|^litslar appeaired 
in the moral horizon,, theiiifliience.^f tirhose extend- 
ir|g^ lustre, spread with the astonishij^grapidityr of light ' 
f|pii[) the rising sun ofnatural d^y^lind ^cvtdutiUf ^* 
polled |the thickness of that ^^kneM s^uch ha^- ier 
oe|i|uries, ;^; ^oax^i^ ov&rs!pgea4^ 
worj^^ , ;5Cbi|t lifa^fwqf»^h0 n^kgfiSL^ty«i4 ^w^^Vsto^^^ 



JM^metf Martin Lutlier, who, becoming disgusCe<f 
tind pained to the very^ h€»rt, at the excessive abuses 
whioii he wltoessed, more particularly while on a 
TisityOr mission, to Rome, and in pursuing the wii- 
tkigst)f the unfortunate John Huss, who was inhu- 
aianly i}urned at the stake, by the ecclesiaslical coun- 
oilof^Cofistancei in 1416, was compelled, by the ftfrce 
of l:^ea8on, humanity and conscience,, publicly to' re<- 
n](Hinc6, and clenounce, the reckless and extravagant 
abmtrdities of Popery, This gave rise to -A veliemeftt 
eontt'oversy, the result of which was, the excommuni- 
cation of Luther from the Roman CathoKc Church, by 
^ Pope. His reforming principles spread with th» 
rapidity of thought^ through Germany. He was pro- 
tected, however, from Popish vengeance, by the Elec^ 
tor of Saxony and other benevolent Princes, and long 
before his death, which took place inl546, hehad the 
satisfaction to see his doctrines taking such deep root 
in the public mind, that no earthly power would be 
able to eradicate or suppress them. 

But the constitution of humai^ nature is such, that 
men will, too often, ^* choose darkness rather than 
light;'* and it is evidently because their general con- 
duet tends to deeds characterized more wi h evil thani 
with good: for, notwithstanding a reformation had 
baen, in* a good degr€le, effected, through the instru- 
mentality of Luther and his associatts, and ihe 
idiocking improprieties and errors of ** the mother 
church,^* in a great measure exposed, refuted, and 
overcome — notwkhstanding the bpirit of liberal and 
paiv Cliri9tial)ity had began to exhibit its native ex- 
celleaee a&i beftuty, and aosett lis A6n% «^^^li^d 



rei^n over the heartS; and the copscience^ of men ; 
stilly the pride and ambition of the human mind are^ 
such, that the deceptive allurements of self-interest, 
power and popularity, so far operated upon the adhe* 
rents to the Protestant cause, that but a few years of 
prosperity were permitted to pass away, before the 
secular arm must be thrown around the ecclesiastical 
establishments, to protect, encourage and strengthen 
(hem. And then, the nature, authority and accept- 
ance of the national and religious creed, were defined, 
sanctioned and enforced, by the king and his council^ 
and liberty of conscience, of speech, of action, and of 
the press, effectually suppressed.' Hence, the noble 
spirit or charitif, which seemed to " rejoice'' over the 
apparent downfall of ignorance and iniquity in the 
commencement of the Reformation, was soon dressed 
in the sablo vestments of mourning, lamentation and 
sorrow, at tne painful sight of that intolerance, bigot- 
ry, and superstitious unfeeling persecution, which 
compelled the oppressed and abused fathers of our 
beloved country, to hazard their fortunes and their 
lives upon the treacherous bosom of the expansive 
oceant and to take up their abode in the then, howling 
and savage wilderness of America — and all, that they 
might enjoy the natural right of governing their 
own* domestic affairs, and worshipping God in a man- 
ner which their own consciences dictated, where 
no ruthless intruder could legally molest them, 
or menace them with banishment, imprisonment or 
death. 

Who, now, can believe, or would contend, that UiA 
ioftduct of those religious chatacVeta «\\\i^^ Vxxc^'vicw^ 



fbte^6ixi^ feft^tich, ivai dlctcited by, or W49 in s^ceori^ 
attd4 with, the spiff! of that <* charity*' which *'re- 
jbiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in ttie truth''— and 
tfiat ** thinketh no eviP' 1 We have now arrived al 
thatparVojf our subject, where it becomes- necessarjK 
tfittt the above question should be candidfy an&wered 
in the mind of every individual, fiut we will forbear 
to press the question, Cor there can be but one rational 
aijiswer to it, and i^t is this : ** No one will thus believe^ 
or contend.*' Yes, ^11 voices in this^f avored land wilF- 
unite harmonipudly in reprobating in the strongest 
t^nns, the unfeeling^ iniquitous and barbariogs prac^^ 
ticos of those religious desperadoesf, and legal-church- 
supporters, both . Catholics and Protestants, whoso 
united motto evidently was, *Uho ^nd justifies the 
means/' 

1t*h0 matter und^ consideration, being (bus fdr set- 
tled ^nd disposed of, as we trust, to the satisfaction of 
all, we will now proceed one step farther in the prog- 
ress of our humble design. We will now, in retro- 
spect, cross the Atlantic, and mingle for a Cew mo- 
ments with those venerable fathers, who were drived 
from their soil, their friends and their homes,^ by the 
detested intolerance and inhuman barbarity of their 
spiritual lords and task-masters. And we will also 
take into consideration, the religious course pursued 
by those fathers and their decendants, down to the 
present lime, so far as religion i^ concerned, with a 
view to ascertain whether the principle of that chari- 
ty which is the only true test of religious doctrine 
and practide, has befen, and is, cherished and encour* 
a^d tmong the religiouB liihabiiatiV^ 6S ovxi \$«ti. (k- 



Voi^d and much-loved couotry. This eoune of pro- 
cedure will not be censured, nor objected lo, by any 
reasonable person, who loves the truth better thaft 
error, and who would wish to promote virtae and dii- 
contage vice— ^who would extend the influence of char- 
ity, and check the spread of iniquity— and therefore, 
we sha^ll not expect to incur the displeasoro or ill will 
of any of our respected readers. 

How was it with the Purhaa fathers of New^Bng- 
land ? Did they, in the exercise of their ecclesiasti- 
eal functions, and in the discharge of what they eon- 
ceive to be their religious duties, exhibit any great de- 
gree more of that charity which '* rejoices not iir yt- 
iquLty^' than was manifested towards them by their 
transatlantic persecutors f It is evident that they did 
not ; and the unmerciful and intolerant manner in 
which they treated the Baptists and inoffensive Qua- 
kers, who could not be induced to adopt the contract- 
ed creed of the Grenevan reformer, and who were 
anxious to enjoy the inalienable right of worshipping 
their God as seemed to them most consbtent with the 
Scriptures, standis upon the historic page in indispu- 
table attestation of the fact. They were cruel and 
unrelenting in their persecuting zeal for the ostensi- 
ble honor and glory of the Redeemer's kingdom, and 
they industriously practised those very enormities, 
which they so much deprecated and condemned in 
their foreign religious and ecclesiastical tyrants ! 

There i«, however, one redeeming consideration in 
their case, and if should not be overlooked, for they 
should certainly rece^ive all the credit due them.' — 
They had been reared and educated miv^<^t ^<b \ti\^\wV 
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iQiu%909 of « ti^bulent, hostile ai^d peraocQtiog^iril 
and aa mtolenioi exomple ; and the re fore, their ibo- 
iisma in what they afterwards did, were evidently not 
•a corru|>t and barbarous as their conduot would evjuioe 
(htfm |o have been. But, that their reUgious career 
wn$ atrangely inooasistent with, the exaited and refined 
l^neiples of Christian forbearance, benevoJence and' 
charity, it would be tank folly apd presumption tode- 
py or attempt to evade ; bejice, it must be regarded 
a» M»iq|Htoii8 and disgraceful I 

{fow far, ihenr do we, their descendants, imitate 
thoir uncharitable and iBtolerant examples I Thia 
^lufistionrwe will o&deayor te* answer >ia our next 



CHAPTER III. 

r 

Wo have just glanced at several circumstanoes. iir 
the hiatoryof th^tmotal practice,, which infatuated re- 
ligioinists have too frequently indulged, for the ho^or 
of God and the good of mankind. And lastly^ we 
hav9 briefly alluded to the intolerant and exclusive 
^urse of conduct pursued by our Puritan iathers of 
New-EU^land. And; permit ui now to make the iin- 
,ptortant iuquiry : How far do we, their descendantit 
.imitate the iniquitous example of those we have allu- 
ded to 1 Are there any among us at the present day, 
who look with supercilious contempt upon thi^r 
neil^bors of another creed I Are there any who 
luithhold the hand of Christian fellowship from those 
whose moral characteriS are unexceptionable, simplj 
because they do i^t adopt the same, religious views in 



•{1\ tbour iM^aod bmadth I Are there aojTt wba^ 
like lAe aeH'-righteous Jews of old, are determined W 
have no dealings with their Samaritan neighboure— 
vho misrepresent, slander and abuse those by whom 
ibey are surrounded; and who do not attend their 
fi^upcb, support their raioister, nor sanction with es>- 
presaions of approbation, their theories And ezclusife 
coaversatfc^n and practices I Are there any whose 
appearances indicate that they would cheerfully, and 
iraptonly, and unceiemooiously deprive others of the 
ciiril and. religious privileges whiph our goveroBient 
guarantees to all its subjecta, and trample into aniii- 
hilatioii^ that clause in our national law which gives 
every individual the privilege of believing and wor- 
ibipping according to the requirements of that moral 
system^of faith and practice which he considers most 
^pi accprdance with the voice of reason nod the teach-, 
ings of Divine Revelation; aixd instead thereof, fas- > 
ten a yoke of spiritual bondage and mental slavery up* 
09 oprnecks, that neither they nor their fathers were 
^ble or willing to bear.l If there are any such mis^ 
guided individuals among us, and they imagine them- 
9^frp9 governed hy the true spiiit of heavenly wis- 
dom an4 pu^re benevolence, are they not laborixig . 
ui^dex an egregious and ruinous mistake 1 And are 
they not also in the daily practice of that, wCich they 
and their fathers so deeply lamented and heartily 
fBondemned in their foreign inquisitors, task-masters, 
AOd ruthless tormentors 1 Most assuredly they are, 
aaa^/ind man would perceive. And it requires not 
tjbe penetration of a Franklin to discover that auch 
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things are wholly inconsmtent with the exalted^, and 
holy, and impartial principles of that Christiaa <;baritf 
Which <* rejoices not in iniquity." 

Charily, as we have seen, is kind, forgiving, for- 
bearing, merciful, juist, an* iinostentatiouar ; it "be!*' 
lieveth^all things, hopeth all things^ endureth all 
things, and never faileth/' You may fitid a peffect 
exempli^ation of this greatest of Christian virtues 
In the patient lamb-like life, afid impartial conduct of 
the Redeemer. " He went about doing good," con- 
versing with the illiterate, relieving the wants of the 
sorrowful and the distressed, associating '^ with pub- 
licans and sinners'^ for their itnprovement and moral 
good, and setting *' at liberty those that were bruised.^' 
Yes, and even upon the cross, his impartial kindnes!!, 
forbearance and mercy did not f6rsake him ; he raised 
his voice in fervent prayer to his Father for the 'for- 
giveness of his unrelenting persecutors and oruel mur- 
derers ! 

Reader, here are examples of Christian conduct, 
perfectly worthy of universal admiration and imita- 
tion ; and how united, prosperous and happy woiiM 
the religious world be, were all to ''go and do like- 
wise''! The spirit of charity would then pervade 
every heart, and characteri^ every act — every feel- 
ing of the soul« Let Us analyze the principles of 
moral conduct by which we are governed in our reli- 
gious career, with the special view of ascertaining 
whether we are in the pleasant path of whdom aild 
virtue, or in the broad road of error, superstltiba and 
sin. It is important that we should immediately set 
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about this examioatioa, and purge oaraelves of every 
propensity, tleslre and praetfoe, that barmooizea not 
iH^ the true spirit of primitive Christianity, ae dls* 
pi«^ed ia> tSie cbily condiict of our DiTine Master ;: 
9¥0T remembering that ** charity rejutces not in ini« 
^y'*— ^but <* suffereth long and is kind.*' 

4ti ' concluding tliiis chapter, we would remark, that 
«(» system of reHgious theory can be of much, ifany^ 
beti^t to the world of mankmd, unless it be reduced. 
ioprA6tiet^ And, the more elevated and pure the 
syMem of reHgiou which we embrace is, if it be not 
tjkia jKiedttced to practice, the more criminal and cub- 
pable is its professor and supporter. This sentiment 
it fuMy sanctioned by our Satior who says, "He 
that knoweth his master's will and doeth it not, shall 
be >t>eate1i^ with many stripes ; but he that knowelh 
nellHs master's will, and committeth things worthy of 
stripes, shall be bcnten with few J' 

Reader, as " /ore is the fulfilling of the law»' ^d 
«*tte end of the commaiidmeBt is charity/* let us turn 
oCll the old leaven of the self-righteoiw and censorious 
Pharisee, walk in the light and Ufe of that religion 
T^liich teaches us •* to do justly, love mercy, and 
Walk hdaibly before God." Then will oivr days be 
spent in peace,, and out exit from tlie shores of mor- 
tality be triun>phant and glorious I Then will char- 
jiy« rejoice" in our lives and in our moral con^ 
Aict, and surround our headfe with a halo^ of glory 
that shall never pass away, or fade in its ineffable briK 
ftmcy. 
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Our next object In these numbers will be, to. show 
what that ** truth" raust be, which *» charity^' rejoieet 
in^ for the text iaforins us, not only that it rqjoices 
not in iniquity^ but that it *^ rejoices in the truUi**^ hk 
our foregoing observations upon the subject, of tboao 
things in which charier can never rejoice, we have 
confined our remarks to moral practices; aad thii 
course was deemed advisable as we were treating upoiv 
that part of the text which says, that charity *' rejpi- 
ceth not in iniquity" We shall liow speak more par-- 
ticularly of moral theories, as it will be our design in 
what follows, to determine from the test,^ or rule laid 
down above, which^ out of the several mora^ systemi- 
ixiculcated and defended among us, is founded m Di*> 
vine ** Truth." And it may be well to observe here,, 
that the truth, alluded to in the text, is to. be under?: 
stood iu the light of moral or religious truth,^ 

And now, while we proceed with our remark* and 
illustrationss the reader will be careful to remember 
the nature of that charity which is to serve as the 
grand test by which to try the systems which we shaU 
bring forward ; else our labor will be lost, a,od error 
will triumph over that truth which maketh free*— r 
And furthei ; he will not forget, that any system of 
religion or philosophy, yi which charity does twt re- 
joice, should not be received as a system of ** uuJh v' 
for charity ** rejoiceth ip the truth>" and ia.ootbiilg 
l$;s§ or more. 

I. There is a religious system in existence amoi^^ 
us, that ktys strong and vet-y V\\^\v Q\^YCf\<& \^ ^^i^ukts 
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dMrof 9 «s Well as divine origin and authority^ — a sys- 
tem which teaches, timong liaany other corresponding 
ttkiDgs, that thousands, nay, milKons of the human 
family, Who ate ackntywledged to be the offspring of 
God, aind to have been created in his image, will ulti- 
flMitely "be doomed by the God Who made them, and 
the- Sa^iOr wfio sufiered and died upon the cross to 
redeem and save them, to sai9*er infinitely and end- 
lessly andsr the unabatiog influence of divine wrath 
aiid'foty — that Jehovah fully and perfectly knew 
▼hen he nrnde them« and Jesus when he gave himself 
for them, that, through the instrumentality of that 
moral agency which characterizes their naturie, this 
wttM be their horrible and inevitable cfid. This ter- 
rific 'notion is, without doubt, honestly embraced by 
the great majority of professed Christians ; and they 
evidentfy x^ognized it as being founded upon and 
firmly Established in the revealed truth of Heaven.— 
And we would, by no means, call in question the mo- 
ttres, or the moral characters of those who unfortu- 
nettely adopt and labor to promulgate this fearful and 
cruet senthnect ; for among them we might number 
many of the most worthy, and respectable, and be- 
nevoletit members of society around us. Rut the 
^r^at aird momentous question is, does charity ^ thai 
^efidearing, impartiaf and universal principle of ** peace 
oo~earth tind good will towards men," really ** re- 
jcice** in the prospect of such a painful result of the 
^inei economy, or in the nature of that supposed 
**tnith** which embraces such ft heart-rending catao- 
ijx)pliel 
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That we may not be accused, howeveiff ^f ^ealkif 
the subject unfairly or unjustly, we will preseiii tke- 
popular sentimeat alluded to in'ihe4)reQise i«fi||^t8fe' 
of one of its first and niQ9t renowned advaQiEitee\aiid 
defenders. We olkide to the celebrated TertuUknei^ 
who flourished in the commencement of tl|e 3d eentu^ 
ty« And that the doctrine ia questtoa is decidedly <])p 
posed to the principle aiid thie eiertise of oharttyf i^ 
sufficiently demonstrated in the feelings wlach inu«l 
have drawn forth the language which we are about to 
present from the writings of this gigantic defender of 
the suppo9ed Christian faitb* Here (ollowB tbe pAr#" 
graph in qijiestion^ 

In allusion to the Pagans and their r^%ioii0 woi^ 
ship and conducti he says-^^' Vou aire fpiHl of : yoat 
spectacles,. There are oi&er ^p5ctacles^*-tkat day 
disbelieved, derided by the nations — that last aiSdetcHT^ 
nal day of, J4jdgment| when all ajges shalibe swaK 
lowed up in t>ne coi^gration — what a variety •£ 
spectacles shall then appear ! How shall I admu^ ^ 
how laugh ] how ejcuft ! whep i behold so ma^y kiagpi^, 
Worshipped as gods in heaven* together with Jo^ haiK 
selfi groaning in the lowest aby3s of dAikaes^lyrr^ 
many magistrates, who ,perseic\ited the. name of tjich 
Lord, liquifying in fiercer fictmes than they, evf^ }(iA* 
died against Chri:itians! so many^age philosQpbe^H 
blushing in raging fire, wi|h their scholar^ whomU^. 
persuaded to despise God, and disbelieve th^ r«m»i- 
reclion f— and so many poets, shuddering: heCpre 4f. 
tribunal, not of Rhad^nva^hgs, apt pf -Min^s^ but^^ 
i£e dlshelievcd Christ 1 Then ahall we hear t|ie tra» 
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^dians mpre timeCol under their own tfufferings— then 
shall we see the plajers more sprightly amidst the 
flames— the charioteer all red hot in his borniog cary 
and the wrestlers hurled, not upon the accustomed Ifst, 
but on a plain of fire ! 1" . 

Such, reader, is the relish With which the religiou8(%) 
spirit of the piQus(l) Tertullian dwelis upon the im- 
mortal miseries of the <<tiamned in hell.'' And who, 
that has not a heart of adamant, can suppose for a 
moment, that he penned the above paragraph under 
the influence of that charity which '^ endureth all 
things," and thinketh no evil" — which ** rejoiceth not 
fn iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth'^l If he had 
possessed the mild and God-like soul and feelings of 
him who loved his enemies and prayed for his mur- 
derers on the cross, could he have been inclined to 
laughf 4idmiref and extdt in the horrible prospect of the 
ceaseless torments of thoae ignorant heathens, who 
believed no less in endless woe than he did, and whose 
moral feelings could not have been more rancorous 
and reckless towards him, than his were towards them'? 
Q, no, it would have been impossible ! He would, 
in imitation of Jesus, have loved those who hated 
him, and prayed for the divine blessing to rest upon 
those who despitefuUy used and persecuted him. — 
I^ would have happily realized that love, and not 
hatred, was the fulfilling of the law of God, and hoped 
for their conversion, while he labored to accom- 
plish it. 

Suppose, dear reader, that you were doomed iQ thq 
divinb mind and economy, aa tVvfc >3\\A:«vaX^ "t^^"^ ^^ 
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that << free agency^,' wliidi is so much boeusted of id 
these days, to take up your unalterable and endless 
abode, and writhey and groan in unutterable agony, 
in that fancied '^ lake" whose consuming flames shall 
continue endlessly raging, and yet, never consume or 
destroy your soul ! If such an event should ever be 
realized by you, all will readily acknowledge that it 
was from all eternity embraced in the truth of Crod. 
Now^ suppose that this awful truth were fully revealed, 
not only to you, but to your neighbors also ; would 
you consider those around you, who were made ac- 
quainted with this eternal ^* truths,'' and who should at 
once unite *in laughing, exultmg and rejoicing in pros- 
pect of its accomplishment,^ as acting imder the influ- 
ence of that charity which <'rejoiceth in the truth'^ 
and *' thinke'ih no evil'*? Utterly impossible I You 
would consider yourself surrounded by a collection of 
'* demons" from the pit of that " heW^ which you an- 
ticipate as your $nal residence ! Then you cannot 
rflitionally suppose that such a doom awaits any hu- 
man being ; for the same argument that wiU apply in 
your case, would apply with equal force and justice, 
in any and every case. And further — if such a doom 
does await any individual of the human race, <^ 
doom was " truth" from all eternity, and if charity 
'*rejoiceth in the truth," as our text declares, thdo 
charity must rejoice in the prospect of such a doom ! 
This would surely transform the benevolent and ado- 
rable principle of charity into those disgusting and 
disgraceful monsters, malevolence and cruelty! than 
which nothing could be farther from the trae spirit of 
pbilanthrophy and pure ChtUtiamly • 
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' It may be pretty clearly seea from the foregoing 
remarks svhich are contained in our previous chap- 
tersy that the cruel sentiment of interminable sufier- 
ing, is wholly inconsistent with divine truth, from the 
simple fact^ which must be admitted by every ration- 
al and informed mind, that the exalted and refined 
principle of charity can never rejoice in the u^iend- 
ing miseries which the doctrine in question contem- 
plates. 

Before we leave this part of our subjeoty however, 
we will notice the language of a more modern divine 
relative to the sentiment in question. I allude to the 
celebrated Saurin. In a sermon on Rev* xiv. 11, ho 
says : '* The Holy Spirit conducts us to-day in a road 
different from that in which be formerly led the He- 
brews ; and, to address you properly, we must 
change the order of St, Paul's words, and say, ' Yc 
are not come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem : but ye are 
* * * * come unto a burning fire, unto blackness, 
and darkness, and tempest.' We are going to place 
before your eyes e/emif^ with its abysses, the fiery 
lake with its Jflames, devils with their rage, and hell 
with its horrors." No wonder that Saurin was un- 
der the necessity of transposing both the language 
and sentiments of St. Paul^ in his attempts to portray 
the flames and horrors of his imaginary hell ; but 
it w a little surprising that he should have the frank- 
ness lo acknowledge that he waa uxifex <ftfc \nw:«?»&53 
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of <* changing, the order of St. PauFs words,"- &c;f 
in Older to enforce the doctrine he wished to promul- 
gate. 

But he proceeds ^^* Great God ! suspend for a few 
moments the smaH sHH voice of thy gospel ! I Kings 
xix. 12. For a few moments let not this auditory hear 
the church shouUng Graee^ grace vnio it ! Zech. iv. 7. 
Ij^i the hlessed angels that assist in our assemblies, 
for a while leave us to attend to iYie miseries of the 
damned! i speak literally ; I wish those miserable 
beings could show you for a moment the weight of 
their chains, the voracity of their flames, the stench 
of their smoke ! Happy \ if struck with these fright- 
ful objects, we imbibe a holy horror, and henceforth 
oppose against all our temptations the words of our 
text, * The smoke of their torment ascendeth up for- 
ever and ever.^ ^' 

I have thus given from Tertullian and Saurin an 
outline of the doctrine under examination ; and what 
individual can suppose for a moment that such reli- 
gious views are in accordance with that charity which 
*' rejoiceth in the truth"? Even Saurin himself, in 
order to preach the sentiment, perverts the Scriptures, 
and acknowledges that he is under the necessity of 
laying aside the ''gospel of God^s grace,*' in pre- 
paring himself to preach it, and his congregation to 

hear it. 
But we will dismiss this part of our subject, by sifn- 

ply remarking, that,^as charily can never rejoice ui 

such a sentiment, it is manifestly inconsistent with, 

and altogether contrary to «^ the truth,'' for M charity 

rejoicetb in iruihJ^ 
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But Ihere is another system, that is by many, sup- 
posed to be consistent with the' moral fitness of things, 
and which, as we fuUy beliere, derired its existence 
from the manifest absurdities unjustly palmed upon 
the Christian Religion by those who have perverted 
its principles and clothed its teachings in the sulphu- 
reous vestments of wrath, mahgnity and falsehood.-^ 
The freezing and gloomy system to which we now 
ttllude, teaches the total extinction of all conscious 
existence in the dissolution of the corporeal frame— • 
that when the organization becomes deranged, or decay- 
ed, the mind at once ceases and remains forever extinct. 
This system as well as the foregoing, is believed in 
and advocated by many of the most worthy and up- 
right indiviauals that we have among us. We do not, 
therefore, question their- motives or their sincerity ; 
but we d^) seriously question the correctness of their 
views of moral truth. And we quciStion it upon the 
rational ground, that the benevolent and philanthro- 
pic principle of love, or charity, can never rejoice in 
such a painful result of the divine economy. We all 
have more or less of this divine principle incorporated 
into our moral natures and constitutions. And it is 
this which causes us to shudder at the intruding 
thought, that when we follow our dearest friends and 
relatives to the dreary grave, and consign them to the 
society of corruption and worms, they are perished 
forever, and shall never live again— that we shall 
never see them more, nor enjoy their happy society. 
From this and many other corresponding considcra.- 
tions, we ha ve a bun dan t reasons \.o4W^i^^'^%'^^\fc\cv.^ 
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as untrae and unprofitable, and directly calculated to 
crush all the fond liopes and anticipations of future 
life and bliss, without which, charity would receive no 
nourishment from the unalterable truth of God, and be 
left to perish with its own exercise^as it is morally 
certain that the chartty of which we are speaking, and 
which we have selected as the grand test of doctrioe 
and practice, can never ^' rejoice" in the annihilation 
of conscious ex^ence, which such a philosophical sys^ 
tem holds forth as *< trulK.'* 

A continuation of the lives of those we love, I hesi- 
tate not to assert, is the ardent desire of all intelli* 
gent nature ^ and it is a charitable feeling which 
prompts and nourishes this worthy desire. Charity, 
therefore, cannot rejoice in contemplation of an end 
which thwarts, its own ardent desires and eternally 
prevents their accomplishment ^ for then would char* 
ity act in direct opposition to its own nature, and cease 
to be charity. , Now, a system which teaches the to- 
tal annihilation of conscious being, certainly destroys 
the fondest anticipations and exercises of that heaven- 
ly principle of chaiuty, against which, as the most ex^ 
alted principle of human nature, even the skeptic 
dor 9 not open his mouth. 

We are wi.ling to admit, that annihilation is alto- 
gether preferable to. ceaseless damnation, and this is 
evidently the main reason why so many turn the dan- 
gerous soinerset from the system which teaches the 
last, to that which teaches the first. But we could 
heartily wish that every skeptic would search diligent- 
ly with a view to find a modmm course which would 
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justify him in believiag the truth in which chari- 
ty exults and rejoices — *' Ye shall believe the truths 
and the truth shall make you free'' — free from doubts 
— free from fears — free from destructive errors !— 
This is ^hat all desire, it is what all need — then why 
should we any longer ^^Fpend our money for that 
which is not breads and our labor for that which 
satisfieth not?" **Come now and let us reason to« 
gether, saith the Lord/' Truth is above all things 
desirable ; and thank God, we are furnished with 
a touchstone which will infallibly guide us in our 
search for it^— we allude to the principle of heavenly 
charity. 

When we find a system of theology in which 
this principle can really rejoice, in contemplation of 
all its parts and particulars, you may rest assured 
that there is nothing in it contrary to the truth of 
God. 
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CHAPTER VI< 

In the foregoing ohapters, we have briefly examined 
the popular eourse of conduct pursued by religionists 
in their spirittral zeal for the promotion and defence 
of what they are pleased to call religioiW; and so far 
as its practical tendency is concerned, iniquity, intol- 
erance and cruelty, have ever been the rosult, from 
the days of Cain up to the present time. Hence, by 
the rule laid down in the first part of our teat, it is 
perfectly safe to conclude that those numerous sys- 
tems of religion, which have gonexaW'^ o\A^vcv^^'wxsw^% 
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mankind, are wretchedly defective, and palpably in- 
consistent with the true principles of Christianity $ 
for charity, which is '' the end of the commandment/' 
and on which "hang ail the law and the prophets,'' 

. **rejoiceth not in iniquity." We have also briefly 
examined the characteristic features of two moral 
systems, which ever have been, and still are, most 
commonly embraced throughout Christendom ; and 
by the doctrinal test which is embraced in the second 
part of our text, we have seen that they are both foun- 
ded in errocy asthiey are directly calculated to fill the 
benevolentt soul with grief, lamentation and sorrow, 
rather than joy and consolation ; which fact, clearly 
proves, that those systems which exhibit the features 
alluded to, are unfounded in the '* truth'* of God; for 
charity ^^rejoicethin tlie iruih\^ Here, then, we leave 
those things of which we have spoken. 

But there is a religious doctrine revealed in the Bir 
bio which we have not yet brought to the test estab- 
lished in our text — one which has never obtained a 
very great degree of popularity in the world, although 
it was revealed to man in the very morning of creation. 
We will proceed to state some few of the most prom- 
inent features of this doctrine, and then bring it to the 
test. And if any thing in which this doctrine can re- 
sult, proves tp be incompatible with the exalted princi- 
ple of ** charity ^^^ then cast it «< to the moles and the 
bats," and raise the cry of <• heresy ! licentiousness ! 
and damnable delusion" against it ! But, on the con- 
trary, if, in eve^'y view we can take^f it< '^ proves to 
be a theme in which charity the most pure> can ** re- 

joice,'' then let it he received^ QrVvet\aVvftd, su^^orted 
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•ndpraeiieed as '*the truth" of Heaven— the elevator 
and purifier of the human mind. 

The religious system to which we now allude, teach- 
es, 1, tne love of God to all mankind ; 2, chat God is 
the Father of all ; 3, thatall men are brethren ; 4, that, 
He had a definite design in the creation of man ; 5, 
that that design was ia accordance with the purity of 
his nature, and will never be thwarted, but will be 
fully and perfectly executed j 6, that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God — the head of every man, and the Sa- 
vior of the world; 7, that all power was given into 
his hand for the express purpose of accomplishing, as 
a mediator, the will of God, which is, that all men 
should be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth ; 8, th^t the wicked shall be duly and equitably 
chastised for all their sins, and th6 virtuous rewarded 
for all their labors ; 9, that ultimately, sin shall be fin- 
ished, transgression come to an end, death of every 
kind be efilectually destroyed, Jesus the Savior of the 
world, see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied, 
every knee be brought to bow, and every tongue to 
swear, saying, In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength ; 10, that all who die in the earthly nature 
shall be made alive in the heavenly nature, God be- 
come all in all, and mortality be swallowed up of life 
and unchanging, undecaying perfection and bliss. — 
Yes — this system teaches, that God is infinitely wise 
to contrive, infinitely powerful to execute, and infi- 
nitely benevolent and good in the adaptation of means 
to ends and ends to means — that he is just to punish, 
and merciful to save — wise to plan, and poicerful to 
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execute* The wisdom of God '' is finst pure, thea 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocrisy.'^ James iii. 17. The several parts of 
that stupendous plan of creation, providence, redemp- 
tion and salvation, were contrived, so to speak, in 
this wisdom. Hence, in their execution, every thing 
must result in perfect conformity with the principles 
of infinite impartiality and mercy. All these respec- 
tive parts of the divine economy, and the execution 
of them, must harmonize with the divine nature of 
that Designer, whose name is Love, Love and charity 
are the same in their substance and exercise. Hence, 
nothing can transpire in the progress of the divine 
economy, which, when properly understood in its 
connexion, purpose and result, will not form a sub* 
ject in which charity can " rejoice," and reason ap* 
prove the end declared from the beginning. But, on 
the contrary, every part of Heaven's purpose, rela* 
ting to man, will constitute a theme for the joy and 
transport of angels, the spirits of the just, and the 
whole purchased possession of Christ, the Savior of 
the world- 
ly. Is it a truth, that God's design in giving raaR 
existence, was, to place him in a state of trial ; (giv- 
ing him moral and physical powers to exercise ;) and 
to treat him as a moral and active agent, and by such 
means to manifest to him the perfection of the divine 
nature, and by a systematic process, and by degrees, 
to fit and prepare him for the ineffable joys of immor- 
tal perfection and glory ? If this is the case, which 
appears evident from the divine word, cannot charity 
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** rejoice" ia such a " truth V Yes, and it could re- 
joice in nothing short of this ! 

2. Is it a truihy that man, as a moral agent, ren* 
ders himself deserving of divine chastisement ; that 
the just infliction of such chastisement is designed for 
his moral improvement, and will, in the end, produce 
** the peaceable fruits of righteousness ;*^ that the jus* 
Uce which inflicts the stripes, and the mercy that 
approves the infliction, have both the ultimate good 
of the criminal in view 1 If it is, cannot, nay, 
wiUnot charity ^'^ rejoice" in sugh a ** truth ?" Most 
certainly, and no one can rationally deny the conclu- 
sion ! 

3. Is it a truth, that Christ is the true Messiah— 
that he << gave himself a ransom fox all," that be 
might bring them to God and to happiness— that ** he 
shall see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied''-— 
that through divine grace, (not of works,) this mor- 
tal shall put on immortality, this weakness, power; this 
dishonor, glory; and all shall ultimately become ''equal 
with the angels of God," die no more, but be children 
of God, being children of the resurrection — that death 
shall lose its sting, sin its captives, and the grave its 
victory, and God be all in all ? If so, who would not 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and glorious, in view of 
such a truth ? 

The system which we have last considered, is, we 
believe, worthy of all acceptance. It is not only 
based upon the nature and perfections of God, but it 
is "full of mercy" and "without partiality." — 
Wherever it is cordially and reaJil^ ^vs^x^^^^^s^ '^ 
system of faith and practice, it fi\\i^ ^^ vsoN- ^"^ 
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gratitude to God, and universal love to man. It rec- 
onciles the afflicted to their lot, inspires the prosperous 
with humility, and infuses a spirit of brotherly af- 
fection through the heart. It teaches men to love 
God because he first loved them — to love mankind 
because they are brethien, aad to love virtue forctr- 
iue^s sake I 

We might enlarge greatly upon this subject ; but 
yve will forbear. In conclusion, however, we would 
say, Examine this doctrine in all its parts, and if you 
find any thing in it, in which " charity" cannot "re- 
joice,^* reject it. But if not, then receive it, and cher- 
ish it, Bind practice it, as the " truth" of God ; always 
remembering that ** charity rejoiceth not in iniquity, 

but RBJOICSTH in THE TRUTH." 
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** Treamref of wiekediieaf pro&tooibmg,"SoLomoM' 

Sin Is (be most deceptive and treacheroas oompoM- 
ioo that ever mortal man fell ia Goropaay with. Jt 
conunences its destructive opexatioDs vtpon the unsus- 
pecting aad inexperienced lieart, i>y setting some tri- 
fling temptation, ofa fascinating nature, full before the 
mind's eye, and theny so far smothering the *^ iaward 
mookor,'' as ta silence all rising inquiries and Aibjec* 
tiona. in this artfiii manner, the firet aberration from 
the path of wisdom and virtue is accomplished* The 
drat fltep being takes, and no very serious consequen- 
ces immediately experienced, resolution's strength is 
weakened ; conscience is measurably conquered ; rea* 
^on's penetrating eye is rendered somewhat dim ; U>e 
«Aknal passions acquire a degtee of bokbesB, and a 
tolerable foundation is now laid for a succession of 
trnfldemeaaots and crimes of various g^des and de* 
^pwes, constantly increasing in turpitude and extent, 
till the TOJee of conscience ia bushed ia sullen t^ilencef 
yeasoa nncsfemonieaaly dethraned, the unruly «ad 
favmhuoas appeiilea and passkms permitted to riol 
Horestrained in ihe palace of the heart, and merited 
disgiaicie, wretchedness^ desertion, woe, and the sever- 
ed pemdsufierings plose the black catalogue of crimes 
Asd pumsbments. Of be w fatafty a,ia toAsdisEii\intisiil 
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by the enchantments and &iren songs of the demon. 



sin! 



The process we KaVe briefly slertched, leads direct- 
ly to thosQ ** treasuies of wickedimss," «rkich a wise 
man hath said << profit nothing." And this is the 
process which consummates the dreaded woes that 
await the miser, the l(have,'the draokafd, the debau- 
chee, the gambler and the pleasure-hunter. Their 
frrst departures from the rules of integrity and virtue, 
v^e^te effected^ by wliht were falsely Considered inno- 
cent and harrnless indulgence's ; and what Jiavo been 
the consequences? ? Permit the questibn^ to be deci- 
ded by the maxims of eternal wisdom*-^* ^ the wat/'of 
the transgressor i» hard" from the commencement. 
And as crimes and folKes are multiplied , the ** way" 
becomes more detestable, more dismal ; and the4jilter 
cup of conscious shame and torturing regret, mustbe 
drained to the very dregs by him who /continues 
therein. Stop, then, rash and unthinking mortai, 
whoever thou art, in thy mad oai-eer, though it ^ 
late, and learn this instructive and important lesttWi 
be it ever so aiarrhing and unweloome-^thcU . the 
** treasures of wickedness" are not wo pthr^he posses^ 
sion, but are calculated to bring upon' them the ^i&- 
ering breath of divine judgment, sod the ankvtcd'Siii 
contempt of thyself aod thy race« JFlatternoti^- 
ielf that thou sbalt: escape a just reeoinpense^^ot. re- 
ward, and avert the ** lod?-' and the ** stripes*' ithat it- 
vine justice is pledged to infliet upbn thee«^ Heaven 
has declared, wisdom sanctloBed; ^stiee d^naoded) 
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f^MOori who waBl6i% ?HMk»ige8 bis vioioiirpipfieiiM- 
timr aikI art^cial.cktbes^abali^ ^* by. fia^lieaiiV la 
umeofMBfieQaed fortranapluig upon the liawA oi* He«^e^ 
aad aaiufe, afid kpoiriogly viokitiDg iha exalted, 
and ioYfidiiable priuciplea of justioet vlitue and mor- 
al propriety. Flakier uicA ihy^^Ci rash imihiak- 
ing nuiD^iUiat i)8al ple^ure, oc^id anjoyooeat, or jugtl- 
^bl»^ boaor, caa i9ver be. ^ttt^ned by wicked practi- 
ces and siol'ai iaduigeqcef. Men dp not gather figs 
ffom thistles, nor grapes from thorns. Then remem- 
ber, O remember, that 'Hreasares of wickedness profit, 
nothing,'^ 



ilTm, 



CHAPTiSR il. 

'* Bi^teousneai tendeth to life." 

I need not detain the reader in defining the torm 
righceoosness ; every body capable' of distinguishing 
between good and evil^ knows what it means ; and 
no self'^deceiving sophistry can succeed in misleading 
the redectiog and contemplative mind, in relation to 
that frame of disposition and that course of moral 
conduct^ which deserve the tide of ** righteousness ;^' 
for there is a <' God within the mind'' that ever sits 
in jud^entf upon the motives and actions of every 
ioteliigent and accountable agent. We will, tiierefore, 
proceed directly to the illustration of our text* 

Life is evidently to be utiderstood m a twH>«fold 
sensey naturat and morah And eitperienco and dbBtp' - 
vation elearSy evince^ thai ri^teoti^^^jia\^tetoSGL>b>^ 
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iniprfi^ftaiemt mmI ftemffftim i£W^ in botb thmm 
BbtkHet. The truly righleous «»& oorefuliy obser^roi 
thode nite» in ttll the ten^KiraHtioiof hanHui ezi^BcOf 
whicb ftr» wisely cakulate4 to preserve heshb^ is- 
Tigorate the »y9tem» sucF seeurer tbose Usesivga. avi' 
smg from the iaoQiiieft^Ie boimti^s of a kisd an6 
Uiiiversa] proTidence. He a?otds eyery improper iif' 
dalgence that Heaven and reason prohibity and walks 
in the pleasant paths of sobriety^ teinpetanoe and 
Virtue, ever lemembering, that his highest earthly en- 
joyment 18 secured by walldng '^ rtgkteoiisly, soberly 
and godly/' through the uneven and -chequered 
scenes of existence. Thus does '* righteousness 
tend to life/' in the first sense above Doticed« But I 
need not dwell here ;, for obtuse indeed, must be that 
intellect, that cannot appreciate this conclusion bj 
being simply directed to a contemplation of the sub- 

jjSCt. 

We will ^lerefbre remai^ky that the same catise pro- 
dsees the same effect in a morc^ senses Contemplate 
the moral condition of the honest, upright and virtu- 
ous man. He richly enjoys the various and unoum- 
berei blessings that Heaven imparts, and his heart is 
constantly animated with a gbw of fervent gratitude 
to the Giver of all good. He partksipcvtes in that un- 
disturbed repose and refreshment whiclv nature re- 
quires during the nighi^season, while no goadings of 
a violated conscience ape permitted to torment Ms ac- 
tive mind, ner fearfnl apprehensions of criminal de 
teetioat04>rey.upon ^is secret. retirevoent.^ . No^^* 
filma!J9 orm mi wi^kmH teuft -salute bis diseamiog 



408 ia tlie fl^Qroiogi to pttrtoe ^ the •ven leiMMMifi Uhi 
way«" kis tnlod is calm and fvee aa tlie tpoantiig 
iiro^asv Whether^ ««n lins apon him InHk^imr 
ob^r^ctadlMr]gh(flela of its naif re tpleadbr,* or cibods 
and vapors intervene, 4ii9 heai< is mdhiod wM' the 
\6ve^of God and hkleUow-maa/and his^tnislVB that 
Diviae PmvideffiBe i^llidh lurrouad^ bim, and waielKife 
over, and blesses him, is firm and unHbaken; ^tta 
4iiff labors of lore and good-will are pursued with 
4igid panctaality, and unbroken cheerful necfs. Thus 
bis Hfe passes on in the constant discharge of those 
social, moral and domestic duties, enjoined upon him 
by the Spiritual Master whom he delights to derve and 
honor, fearing no evil and apprehending no danger. 
He iives beloved and respected by his famijy, his 
neighbors, and all who share in the luxury of his 
acquaintance, and ivkite he lives, he remains a valua- 
ble member of society, an ornament to the intellectu- 
al world, and to the special church of th^bfcssed Re- 
deemer, whom he recognizes as his instrucjor, guide 
and perfect exemplar. And when the evening time 
•of his earthly pilgrimage approaches, he looks back 
with cheering emotions upon an existence, profitably 
and happily spent in the service of Gpdand his fellow 
beings, while a holy -calm, and a refined joy, .'pervade 
his virtuous and contrite heart. Death now approach- 
es with his fatal arrow, to separate tho righteous ma!h 
fronj a world which he has used as not abusing i», 
and to prepare his ransomed spirit for «. mciX^ ^-e^V^ 
Q ad glorious inheritance. It, \\owe\^v,>Mv.^ w^VawciX'^ 
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#r lltMh--ao ilifig to torhuM bis mio^ oi" ymoa th» 
fc<$tife Ibttittaia of hM joy. He xeceM* ilas«fidlhr 
fiil MWipnget Crottf ffae ecwrli c^ heA?ea, aeslm mer- 
^ Id guide fakn to mansieiis of everlastiog peacdy 
CMigcilalatioii luid love. Of kirn, it may truly be 
eaidf ^f Mark the perfect man, aad heboid the upright,, 
lor tbi #iid of ^t man i» peace,'^ 

Thus doee *' righteowMieM tend to Hfe f* ami did 
inaiikiiitt geoj^raJly poaeees a praclieal belief i» thla 
ikc^ soeial peape^ wouM cheer the world with their 
iavatmhle preseqce, and mankind, would be reJieiFQdf 
immediately, of those accuiBulated and aoemuuhitiog 
burdens of, sin, under which ihoy have so long and 
SQ foolishly, voluntarily groaned and repined. Rea- 
der, may we not hop^» and pjray, and strive for a re- 
forr^ationi **from darkness la light, Qind from the 
power of Satan unto God'^ 1 And, fis ** righteousness 
(endeth to life," may we not fondly anticij)ate that 
glorious era, when <<aU shall know the Lord from the 
least to the greatest'' — whom to know is life eter- 
nal t 0» yes; Heaven has authorized such an anti- 
cipation in language not to be misimderstpod The 
heavens have received, and will retain the ** Savior 
of the wodd," till **sin shall be finished'^^nd x.ighte- 
ousness universally prevails — '* until the times of the 
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken^ 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets i^oce the worU 
began, " 
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^ D«Wfe Bot eTil •gainit ikj iMfiibor.''-«8c] 

That all mankind are, in a general tense, neighbors, 
our Savior has clearly shown in the instructive para- 
ble of the good Samaritan. But, in the popular 1an« 
guage of the day, the term neighbor ia understood to 
mean, one who resides near us, and with whom wo aro 
somewhat acquainted. We have reason to believe, 
that the above latiguage of the wise man, is to be 
understood in this latter sense. But whether it is or 
is not, it is certain that mankind were formed for so- 
ciety ; and the man who can rest contented and hap« 
py whilo isolated from the society of his species, ex- 
hibits an anomaly in the intellectual world. Every 
person whose mental powers have not been renderecl 
unnatural, by some means or other, is intuitively druwu 
to a participation in the joys of social intercourse ; 
and if separated from his fellow beings, by insupera- 
ble barriers, he sensibly feels the privation, pines and 
[anguishes in mental agony — in excessive discontent, 
finding no relief or mitigation of his sorrows, till 
the cheering prospect of a return to the loved socie- 
ty of his race, lights up his mental horizon with the 
radiating expectation of soon realizing the anticipated 
blessing. 

Mankind being thus framed and constituted social 
beings, it is natural and necessary that they should 
form communities and hold converse and commerpe 
with each other, maintaining an accomodating and 
mutual interchange of sentiments and kind offices^ — 
As they aro mutually and necesscLtW^^ ^^^^^A^tiV ^v- 
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each olher for the conveoie^c^^^ comforts and accom- 
modations of life, the more amicably and friendly 
their intercourse is rendered, the more prosperous, 
united and happy will society be. Hence, rigid in- 
tegrtty, scrupulous honesty, and the most honorable 
dealing in every department of human transactions, 
become indispensable to the well-being, interests and 
enjoyment of the social btate. Sad eocperience has 
long since demonstrated to the world, that any in- 
fringement upon tbe above rules of probity, is sur^ 
to bring in its train a corresponding host of social and 
individual evils, that are not easily excommunicated or 

vanquished. 

To say nothing of the numberless secular and moral 

evils, that have ever been indulged, to the serious det- 
riment of social order, union and happinesi, we may 
notice with Fome degree of profit, perhaps, the pre- 
vailing device of cruel hypocrisy, which ever operates, 
not only to the lasting injury of the individuals who 
practice it, but to all by whom they are surrounded. 
In devising evil against a neighbor, there are no means 
more profific of mischief than base hypocrisy. It 
perverts every thing sacred and good, destroys all mu- 
tual confidence, and turns society into an earthly pan- 
demonium of confusion, contention and hostility. — 
And this is not all. It disgraces the sacred name of 
virtue, destroys the reputation of religion, and sets 
man against his neighbor in all tbe ferocity of the ti- 
ger. In view of this shameful device, the wise man 
could have done nothing more to the purpose, than to 
have earnestly admonished his cotemporaries and suc- 
ccedi'nggeDerationSf to abstain framtfvis d^xvce against 
aeighbors. 
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The &7t>oeiite ui of all beiogv the mm^ to b« 

aroidedy dreaded, and deflpiaed; for bis unholy ooadvct 

miHet and promotes the dreaded oontagton of dia- 

IxHical slandofy wrath and contmtion. I caanol 

better describe the oharacter of the hypocrite, than to 

adopt the language of a celebrated poet. 

''He waaa roan 
Who stole the livery of the court of Heoven 
To senre the devil in ; in virtue's guiee 
Devoured the widow's house and orphan's bread ; 
In holy phrase, transacted villanies 
That common sinners durst not meddle with. 
At sacred feasts, he sat among the saints, 
And with his guilty honds touched holiest things : 
And none of sin lamented more, or sighed 
More deeply, or with graver countenance, 
Or longer prayer, wept o'er the dying man, 
Whose infant children, at the moment, he 
Planned how to rob. In sermon style he bought 
And sold, and lied ; and salutations made 
In Scripture terms. He prayed by quantity, 
And with his repetitions long and loud. 
All knees were weary. With one hand he put 
A penny in the urn of poverty, 
And with the other took a shilling out." 

This is the true character of the base hypocrite ; 
and all who read if, will see at a glance, what consti- 
tutes the evil of hypocrisy. But that the reader may 
also learn the nature and character of her loved and 
cherished oflspringf (slander and detraction,) we will 
give him, from the same poet, a description of the 
person who engages, in the service of hypocrisy, to 
promote and practise these crying and blighting evils : 
for where do we find more back-biting, slander and 
detraction, than among those who make a false pre- 
tence to the sanctity of ChVistians 1 Examine the 
history of past ages, and see if you do not find, that 
the slanderous false pretender to vYie teW^vc^tt qS.^^^^^ 
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Iws BDijBtood iathe fpjeimst rank of those who have 
** devised evil fi^gainst their neighbors ?" 
-But to the deecription of this moral upas— 4his 
walking pestilence, which «' scattefs fire-brands, ar- 
Fowfi and death" wherever he travels, or is suflfered 
to dwell — the slanderer, 

'' His tongue was set on fire of hell, bis heart 
Was black as death, his legs were faint with haate 
To propagate the lie his soul had framed. 
His pillow was the peace of families 
Destroyed, the sigh of innocence reproached, 
Broken friendships, and the strife of brotherhoods ; 
Yet did he spare his sleep, and hear the clock 
Number the midnight watches, on his bed, 
Devising mischief more ; and early rose. 
And made most hellish meals of gbod men^s names. 
From door to door, you might have seen him ^peed, 
Or placed amidst a group of gaping fools. 
And whispering in their ears, with his foul lips. 
Peace fled the neighborhood in which he n^ade 
.' His haunts ; and like a moral pestilence. 

Before his breath, the healthy shoots and blooms 
Of social joy and happiness, decayed."^ 

No further arguments need be added, to convince 
the rational mind, of the glaring impropriety atid ^in 
of hypocri?jy, and its cons' ant attendants, detractiotl, 
misrule and moral desolation ; nor to force upon the 
reader a full conviction of the importance of the ad- 
monition standing at the head of this article. We 
will therefore conclude our present remarks, by reit- 
erating to every individual who may read the forego- 
ing, ihe valuable and truly applicable language of 
Solomon — " devise not evil against thy neighbor," for 
** the wicked shall (positively) not go unpunished,^'^-* 
** Whoso readeth let him understand.'' 
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*' Hie (ear of man briogetb a snare."— Solomon. 

The exalted wisdom of Solomoot is eleorlj eviooed 
ia the munifest truth and universal utility of the 
many vahiable maxims irhich he has left upon recordi 
for the admonitioo, encouragement, instruction and 
guidance, of those who were to succeed him upon the 
important stage of human action and responsibility. 
And well indeed, would it be for the frail sons and 
daughters of men, generally, if they would study those 
maxims with greater care, attention and interest, and 
treasure them up in the heart's repository as so many 
prompters to direct them in the various and complica- 
ted affairs of human life and accountability. 

But among the numerous aphorisms of the wise 
man, to wiiich^ we have alluded, there is, perhaps, no 
particular one, that embraces more real truth, or that 
should be more deeply impressed upon the- minds of 
men, than the one which heads this article. A man- 
fearing spirit ! what is it ? If observation and expe-, 
rience, relative to the circumstances and condition of 
human society, tnay be allowed to assist us in an- 
swering this question, we would say, that it is a cer- 
tain something which is degrading in its nature, de- 
plorable in its operations, and ruinous in its eiSects, 
of all those noble and exalted faculties of human na- 
ture^ which characterize and distinguish human, be- 
ings — itis^a servile, cringing, cowering and slavish 
fM(i1ag, i^Mch, strange and unnatural as it is, one \^or- 
tion ^ bttfnsLQ beings entettala lo^w:^'^ ^tl^'^^x \^^- 



l(A CBR18TUK 

« 

tioD^ who perhaps are far less deserving of reverence 
or respect than themselves. This, reader, is what 
Solomon means by •* the fear of man.*' And truly 
does he affirm that it '<1)ringeth a snare." 

But where is this mau'^fearing spirit observable 1 
By way of answering this question, we must be pe^ 
mitted to propose another. Where is it not observar 
bidl Are not its operations and wretched efi^ts, visi- 
ble to all around us, and under almost every circum- 
stance of human life 1 Where do we perceive a 
clear manifestation of that noble independence of 
mind and action, that scorns the tyrant's frowns and 
the sycophant's deceptive smiles — ^that is guided and 
governed by the " inward monitor"! Alas ! for the 
honor of human nature, such a manifestation is rare* 
ly to be witnessed. Mankind, every where, pretend 
to detest and despise mental slavery, and yet what a 
vast number of them voluntarily and cheerfully en^ 
dure Uie miseries it involves ! 

Look one moment at Uie developments of this 
kind of slavery in the religiaua world. But few, coaf 
^aratively, have the courage to use those means which 
God and their country's laws have put into their 
hands, of judging lightly in relation to religious truth, 
and fewer still ean be induced to declare their honest 
convictions. And why is it thus ? Simply because 
^ey are under the tyrannical control of a man-fear- 
ing spirit. They choose to play the game of Pig and 
Puppyi and be any thing or nothing, to please thoae 
whose approbation and favor they wish to retain.— 
Saeh a state of things is truly lamentable ; and wjgpr ' 
/i^ oof for the fact, that there U Ivaie and vWio w^ in- 
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dividual who cherishes the manly and noble spirit of 
virtuous independence, our boasted national free* 
<3om would soon sink forever into forgelfulness, and 
we should at once become a nation of the veriest syco- 
phants, and pimps, and vassals that the earth ever 
bore up^ 

The <* snares*' iato which this contemptible *'fear 
of man'' involves the great majority of professed re- 
ligionists, are too numerous to mention, and too de- 
grading to be patiently endured. Where there is no 
freedom of mind there is nothing like enjoyment ; all 
is unstable, deceptive and distressing ; every thing 
praiseworthy and valuable in human improvement, 
[ niust be sacrificed at the unholy shrine of criminal van- 
I ity and popular error, while naught but intrigue, fraud 
; and deception is encouraged, praised or promoted, 
and a wretchod dependence upon the whims and ca- 
prices of the popular rulers of the darkness of this 
World, is the only support and safeguard of the vol- 
tintary slaves that choose to be ruled with a rod of 
iron. 

In view of all this, let us assert our long abused 
I'ights, arise in the majesty of human equality, inves- 
tigate the truths of religion, and all other truths, with 
boldness and faithfulness^ and embrace and defend 
Whatever our best judgment teaches us is good and prof- 
itable. In this way we shall act the. part of men, and 
^njoy the fruits of our own virtuous behavior. We 
""^hftll feel in a proper degree our own importance, 
V'hile W grant to others the same rights and privile- 
ges which weourselvea claim. Suc\v a (io\xx^^\^ ^^^-^ 
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fectly consistent with the spirit of the gospel and with 
the dictates of reason, and cannot fail of securing us 
against those destructive snares into which the fear of 
man ever leads the silly dupes of vanity, pride and the 
** tyranny of fashion.'' 



CHAPTER v. 

" Let patience have her perfect work." 

Whoever takes into serious consideration the insta- 
bility and fluctuating nature of all sublunary circum- 
stances and events relating to human concerns, will 
be constrained to acknowledge the unparalleled im- 
portance of that moral virtue which is denominated 
patience. Affliction, sorrow and disappointment in 
no small degree, seem to be the lot of all mankind. 
The king upon the throne, and the mendicant, who 
houseless, homeless and forlorn, begs his bread from 
door to door, are alike, subject to misfortunes, troubles 
and sorrows ; and to avert or avoid them', is equally 
impossible to both. Riches cannot purchase exemp- 
tion from disease and death ; valor is not competent 
to secure a victory over the raging elements that de- 
vastate the fairest portions of the earth ; honor and 
renown are incompetent to preserve us from the en- 
venomed shafts of envy, malice and calumny ; neither 
can poverty or obscurity bar the gates of that pande- 
monium from whence issue the temptations, the de- 
ceptions and the miseries that humanity is subj^^lo. 
The st'ocessive waves of di8ap\ioiatcnent |MW[^vexa- 
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tion cease not to roll over the entire mass of human 
nature. 

We cheerfully acknowledge that there is much 
more of happiness than misery in the irorld ; and we 
also fully believe, that far the greater proportion of 
human wretchedness is borrowed and imaginary, and 
therefore wholly unnecessary ; but it is neverthelessy 
wretchedness and misery, and all are suflerers in a 
greater or a less degree. These facts and considera- 
tions induced one of old to exclaim, '< Who will show 
us any good t" Realizing, therefore, that such are 
the circumstances in which mankind appear to be 
placed, and by which they are surrounded, several 
moral virtues become absolutely indispensable in the 
acquisition of that resignation and repose which con- 
stitutes the grand desideratum of human exertion and 
industry. Audit is among these virtues that patience 
stands conspicuously eminent- It is this that disarms 
poverty of its woes, obscurity of its gloom, disap- 
pointment of its miseries, affliction of its depressing 
effects, and even sickness and death of half their pains 
and tortures. It transforms the petulant, fault-find- 
ing and irritable individual, into a man of candor, 
reflection and rationality, and qualifies him for an ac- 
tive, a useful and a happy member of society. Its in- 
fluence, which i& so seldom perceived, is wisely de- 
signed for the lasting and valuable benefit of every 
class, sex and condition of human beings ; and none 
can be what God and nature requires, without the 
lively exercise of this virtue. 

"^But what is patience ? It is "that calm and unruf- 
fl^d tiHnper with which a good man b^;xi^ \.Vsa ^V>Ja^ ^S. 
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life." *< Patience,'^ says an eminent writer, *' is apt 
to be ranked by many among the more humble and 
obscure virtues ; belonging chiefly to those who groan 
on a sick bed, or who languish in prison ; but in every 
circumstance of life no virtue is more important both 
to duty and to happiness. It is not confined to a sit- 
uation of continued adversity ; it principally, indeed, 
regards the disagreeable circumstances which are apt 
to occur ; but prosperity cannot be enjoyed, any more 
than adversity can be supported without it. It must 
enter into the temper and form the habit of the soul, 
if we would pass through the world with tranquillity 
and honor." 

Contemplate an exemplifi^cation of this virtue in tbe 
lives and characters of the primitive followers of 
Qhrist. It was this virtue,, in an eminent degree, that 
sustained them under the unparalleled persecutions of 
the four first centuries ; that rescued Christianity 
from the grave of oblivion, and maintained the cause 
of a crucified Redeemer, against enemies within, and 
tyranny and foes without, and transmitted the pure 
doctrine andsp^iritof the religion of Jesus to succeed- 
ing generations. 

Ih view of the foregoing remarks, we wouW say, to 
those who are suffering under the griping hand of pe- 
nury and want — to those who are homeless and friend- 
less in a world of strangers, unpitied and unprotected 
^— to^ those who languish under the infiuence of dis* 
ease and pain — to those whose misfortunes have driv- 
en them near to the black waters of despair — to those 
who are called to mourn the loss of the dearest rely^r'^ 
tions and nearest friends, and to those partijiittTarlf 



k 



j^' 

«•'■ 



/ 

f 



MORALIST. 107 

whose honest religious sentiments subject them to the 
scorn and persecution of modern pharisees — •* Jet pa- 
tience have her perfect work," This is a friend whose 
aid can never be sought in vain — a friend that can at 
all times, and under all circumstances, administer the 
balm of consolation and repose. 

A few words in relation to the motives which should 
excite to the attainment and preservation of this vir- 
tue, and we have done. 1. An ambition to imitate as 
far as possible the God and Father of our spirits^ 
\ should induce us to cultivate this Christian grace f and 
in Rom. xv. 5, we read as follows — " Now the God 
of patience and consolation grant you to be like-min- 
ded one toward another, '^ &c. 2. The command of 
God should inspire us with the worthy resolution to 
be patient under all the afflictions of life ; and in 
Rom. xii. 12, we are admonished to be "patient in 
tribulation.'^ And again, in Luke xxi. 19, our Savior 
says : ** In patience possess ye your souls.'' 3. The 
present state and condition of mankind render it posi- 
tively necessary that the virtue of patience should be 
exercised and cultivated ; for St. Paul says, Heb. x. 
36, " Ye have need of patience, that, after ye have 
done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.'' 
4. The numerous inconveniences and missries that 
result from the want of this virtue, should serve as a 
sufficient inducement to its exercise ; for without 
patience, all is perplexity, disquietude and confusion. 
The above are some of the most prominent motives 
t<nhe„, faithful exercise of the important virtue of 
which wir have been speaking, Xudivvj ^^x^wv\^V^ 
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wishes to enjoy life with its numerous blessings, and 
whose mind is enlightened with the spirit of gospel 
truth and lore, will neglect its cultivation and exer* 
cise. To one and all, then, we would feelingly say : 
"Let patience have her perfect work," 



CHAPTER VI. 

HONESTY. 

An apostle has kindly admonished us to ** walk hon- 
estly," and the utility of obeying the admonition will 
hardly be called in question. However, notwithstan- 
ding the principle of moral honesty is universally eu- 
fogized and recommended, yet how prone we aie to 
violate its practice and abuse its holy dictates ! De- 
ception, intrigue and fraud, in the secular transactions 
of human life, have ever prevailed in all parts of the 
ciyilized world ; and they have prevailed too, to an 
alarming extent, drawing after them a numerous train 
of attendant evils of various kinds. And althougb 
daily experience and common observation, clearly de* 1 
monstrate the fact, that such impure and corrupt 
causes, can never, in accordance with nature's laws, 
produce any beneficial or happifying consequences to 
those who practise them ; yet, the astonishing infat- 
uation of our wayward hearts is such, that, in direct 
violation of our better judgment, and contradiction to 
the dictates of sober reason, we too often flatter our- 
selves with the fallacious hope of reaping a ricJ»45ar- 
rest of profit and joy, from \.\ve WtxeTv:ojsrf: burning 

f 
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$ands of fraud and deception. And notwithstanding 
the constant and successive disappointment, vexa- 
tions and miseries which crown our iniquitous labors, 
we not unfrequently rush on in the same black and 
beaten track, heedless of those inevitable consequen- 
ces which stare us in the face. Such a state of 
things is to be deeply lamented by eyery one who 
feels an interest in his own welfare or that of his spo* 
cies. Every reflecting individual must perceive and 
feelf that the social and individual prosperity and 
happiness of mankind depend in an eminent degree 
upon mutual trust and confidence. Just in pro- 
portion, therefore^ that craft, deception and fraud 
prevail, in the common transactions of human life, 
in the same proportion will social and individual hap- 
piness and prosperity be prevented, or diminished, 
and jealousy, strife, hatred and violence, those dread- 
ful scourges of human kind, be promoted, extended 
and indulged. 

From the foregoing, hasty and brief remarks, it will 
be seen and acknowledged, that in point of human, 
or worldly policy, honesty is of incalculable impor- 
tance to the welfare of man — the union, confidence, 
harmony and happiness of human society, and should 
never be lost sight of for a moment, in our dealings 
with each other, either as neighbors, politicians, or 
religionists. We should always endeavor ta give a 
fair, unvarnished and undisguised representation of 
all things of which we speak ;• then, and never be- 
^ioxe, will our characters shine in all the soft and 
endearing beauty of invax\a)o\ft \x^\\^tsfts.% ^^^^ 
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Stern integrity — then, and not before, will our con- 
duct yield the delightful fruits of peace, prosperity 
and joy. 

Thus far we have spoken of hone^ty in a general 
sense, but we must now direct our remarks to one 
particular branch embraced in the term honesty. The 
circumBtances of the times require it, and hence we 
proceed. 

Our feelings would be greatly relieved if we could 
be fully convinced and assured of the fact, that the 
vice of dishonesty was confined to the secular, the 
temporal concerns of the world. But this is impossi- 
ble so long as we are compelled to witness the full 
spirit of deception, fraud and falsehood, operating 
and raging with uncontrolled license among the pro- 
fessed followers of the immaculate Fon of God. — 
Who has not heard, among those who claim the hon- 
orable, though abused name of Christians, and even 
among those who are reverenced as teachers, the 
most unfounded and reckless misrepresentations of 
each other's doctrines, characters and conduct? — 
And who has not repeatedly delected the prowling 
wolf disguised in the humble garb of the inoffensive 
sheep ? 

We need not multiply words upon this part — this 
painful part of our subject ; suffice it to say, that such 
evils as we have hinted at, have too long and too gen- 
erally prevailed in the religious world for the honor 
and promotion of pure and genuine religion. We 
should, therefore, incessantly strive, both by prec^ipt^^ 
and example, to remove thee\ilCtomt!Lmot\^uv We 
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should endeavor, industriously and faithfully to exenn- 
plify the exalted pricciple of moral honesty in all ouf 
public and private dealings with the characters, senti- 
ments and pretensions of those who differ from us in 
religious views, as well as those whose faith coincides 
with our own. In a word ; we should ever make it a 
point, to **do unto others as wo would that others 
should do unto us,*' under an exchange of circum- 
stances. To act otherwise, is to disgrace the moral 
nature we possess, to put the religion of Jesus into, 
deep mourning, give her a coffin for a writing desk, 
and a human skull for an ink-stand ; it is to indulge 
a course of moral practice, in which we shall be ne- 
cessitated to purchase by a thousand miseries, the priv- 
ilege of repentance. 

But there are thousands who have become so infat- 
uated by their blind zeal for God, and the erroneous 
creed which they have adopted, that they feel justified 
in dishonest and mischievous practices, when they fan- 
cy them as means of promoting the glory of God, and 
the church. Such infatuation is a cruel tyranny, in 
which vicejs triumphant and infamy successful — a ty- 
ranny which draws its aliment from destruction and 
its very nature from tears and groans. From such 
a tyranny may Heaven preserve us ; for any other 
tyranny is easier to be borne, than that which takes us 
to practice dishonesty under the perverted name of 
godliness. 

But wo must dispense with the subject. There- 
fore, in conclusion we would say, by carefully pur- 
'^^snOLg the equitable and charitable course marked out 
by tW Savior 5 by studying to do by o\)cvb\% ^^ ^^ 
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Would wish others to do by us ; we shall contribute 
our mite to the laudable and worthy purposes of puri- 
fying the principles of the day, raising the neglected 
and abused standard of Christian philanthrophy, avert- 
ing the desolations occasioned by fraud, hypocrisy 
and deception, and promoting a cause, which of all 
others, is most endearing, purifying, happifying and 
glorious to the view and contemplation of the wise, 
the virtuous, the benevolent and the good^ 



CHAPTER VII. 

'' Be kindly aifectioned one to another." -Rom, zii. 10. 

If we properly consider ihe nature of man, and the 
numerous and various ties which bind human beings 
together in one vast fraternity, we must at once ad- 
mit that there are but few injunctions contained in the 
Scriptures which are to be held in higher estimation, 
or to be considered more valuable than the one con- 
tained in our text. And happy — thrice happy 
would it be for the world of mankind, if it were more 
generally complied with, in its true and proper sense. 
But alas ! for our kindred race, it is too generally 
overlooked, neglected and violated! Instead of en- 
tertaining and cultivating those kindly affections re- 
commended by the Apostles, mankind seem to be in- 
clined rather, to promote dissensions, uncharitable 
feelings, and social antipathies, with the fiendish view 
of rearing a superstructure upon the ruins of 
otbeft 
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Truly may it be said, in reference to the present 
condition of human society, that men ** have sought 
out many inventions'* to promote their own selfish 
and corrupt ends, that are decidedly opposed to the 
word of God and the best interests of humanity. And 
if such vile inventions could be traced only to men of 
the world, who make no pretensions to reh'gion, our 
moral feelings would find great relief in the anticipa- 
tion of better and happier times — we should bo en- 
couraged to hope, that the extensive revival operations 
which seem to characterize the present age, would 
soon remove the evil in a great degree, and encourage 
the triumphant leign of peace and good will among 
the inhabitants of the earth. But when ** stubborn 
facts" which every day^s experience serves to devel- 
ope, present us with the most indubitable evidence 
that the same disgraceful and destructive evils exist, 
to -as great a degree, in the nominal church as out of it, 
we are compelled to despair of all favorable prospects 
from that quarter. 

Who that looks with a careful eye upon the condi- 
tion and conduct of the religious world, and feels any 
degree of virtuous sympathy for the miseries of his 
fellow mortals, is not shockingly pained at beholding 
the manifestations of that contentious, troublesome 
and leckless spirit of ** Antichrist" spoken of by St- 
John in his first epistle ? 

But we have one thing yet to comfort us, even while 
contemplating the thousand religious inventions which 
-haye been conjured up in the bewildered church, and 
whicB' have served no better purpose \\\"a.\i \o ^\wxNsy\fe 
jealousy, cOflfentioD, flipiritual pride atvd Tcv\^T\3\^^'WNK>^>?i 
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the various sects, and even among the members of 
each and every respective denomination. It is this — 
that no human invention can successfully oppose the 
spirit of divine grace and truth — and that the pure 
gospel of the Son of God will finally consume all the 
hay, wood and stubble in the universe, and refine and 
purify every heart — so that, in the end, we shall all 
be enabled to behold how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in peace, unity and un- 
broken affection. 

That man was formed for society, there can be no 
doubt, Thut mankind were intended by the great 
Author of Nature, to be a help and a comfort to each 
other, is equally clear. To this end, they were con- 
stituted social, sympathetic and benevolent creatures, 
susceptible of commiseration, and naturally inclined 
to contemplate the miseries and sufferings of each 
other with feelings of deep regret and heart felt sor- 
row. If we had not been thus formed and constitu- 
ted by the plastic hand of our Almighty Creator, we 
could not with propriety be called on to **b© kindly 
affectioned toward each other"; for God is too wise 
and good to call on his intelligent creation to act in 
direct opposition to tlie nature which he has given them. 
As well might we expect to see water run voluntarily 
up hill, or a solid substance take its rise into the heay- 
ens, without physical aid, as to expect that a being 
totally and universally depraved, would comply with., 
the injunction of our text. Neither could mankind^. 
Ji/stJjr Incur the displeasure of heaven, by manifesting 
^nd feeling a perfect indifference lo X\ve ^TeXj^'^^ ^\i- 
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dition of those xmfortiiiMile and miftring beingt who 
are constantly found among us. 

These conclusions are not only in accordance with 
the dictates of reason and consdtnce^ hut they are sup- 
ported by the divine testimony which says, <<God 
hath made man- upright." AVhat then shall wo say 
•of that sentiment which sfamps all human nature with 
the blackness of total depravity — calls upon the beings 
who possess such a nature to be kindly afllectioned 
towards each other, and dooms all to eternal perdition 
who do not comply with the unreasonable and absui^ 
requisition ! Consistency is emphatically a jewel, but 
I fear it has fled in disgust from the religious creeds 
of most professed Christians. 

My brethren, God has made man upright — he has 

given him a nature that cannot be happy in doing 

wrong — he caUs\)n man, who was made in the moral 

image of his Maker, to do right, and has taught him 

to obey the injunction and be happy. And to be 

governed in our intercourse with each other, by 

the spirit of brotherly kindness and charity, is one 

of the most effectual means of attaining tho glorious 

end. 

Mankind are not only formed for society — not only 

constituted intellectual and moral beings — not only 
rendered capable by nature of exercising the noble 
and elevating principle of universal philanthrophy 
and charily — not only called upon by reason and re- 
ligion to do so — but man was made a religious be- 
ing, capable of reverencing, loving and serving his 
Creator — capable of being conformed in his morsel 
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eoadttct to the r«|utxemeiili8 ^ fae»ve&. You 
only to consult your own feelifigs — your ^mn heutSf 
to be ooQvinced of this palpable txulh. The proof is 
there inscribed in characters which are indelible. 

An eloquent Writer has said*—" When even the 
child looks abroad into the works of our Creator, be 
naturally refers the objects which surround him to an 
adequate first cause, and inquires — ' Where is Gcd 
their Meeker ?' If danger threatens him, his eyes are 
suddenly directed to the heavens for relief. If unex- 
pected happiness overtakes him, his heart breaks forth 
in gratitude and humble acknowledgments to an un- 
seen benefactor. Even the untutored savage surveys 
the wildness of nature— the extended earth — the dis- 
tant heavens, with religious awe, and pays lo his Cre- 
ator an instinctive homage.'^ 

Religious devotion is a manifest law of human na- 
ture, and you can with no more consistency deny its 
existence, than you can deny the existence of ^e laws 
by which heaven and earth are sustained and govern- 
ed. You may as well deny that there is a principle 
in your bodies that binds them to the earth, as that 
there is a principle in your souls which elevates them 
to heaven. The moral image of the Eternal was en- 
stamped upon man in his creation, and fails notto man- 
ifest itself, even in the barbarian, and the wild and un- 
cultivated sons of the forest. 

I know that the corruptions of the world have great- 
ly obscured the amiable features of simple nature, and 
spread the sable cloud of moral depravity over the 
native benevolence and ingenuousness of the human 
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^eart, but it has not destrgyed it, thank God. N09 
aor shall it e^tr destroy it. Man who was created in 
the moral image of his Maker, shall never wholly 
lose that image, nor cease to feel, operating io hU bo- 
som, those social and moral virtues, the cultivatioD 
ind expansioa of which, shall ultimately overpower 
ind*&waUow up every vicious, and degrading* and 
grovelling passion and practice that now separates 
mankind from the real enjoyment of God, and virtue, 
and the society of each other. Truth, with the uai* 
versal love of God in one hand, and the waving oliveii^ 
branch of peace in the other, has commenced her on- 
ward march. She has already brokea down maay of 
error's bulwarks, and achieved many glorious victo-* 
ries, over the united powers of delusion, falsehood and 
misanthrophy^ She shall never be discouraged till 
she has established judgment in the earth, and the isles 
«haU wait for her equal and impartial law. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

''Let a man examine himself."— St. Paul. 

Among all the Christiati duties, I know of no one, 
that can be considered superior in importance to that 
of Be^'examination. Its great mportmnce is not only 
manifest, but it should evidently be considered the 
Jmi doty to which the professed disciple of Christ 
should attend; for we may be assured that no- other 
doty can be properly performed while, thk is aegleet- 
ed. And y^, strange as it may a^e«ti\X\a ^f«s^^ 
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ally the last moral obligation that professed ChriS' 
tians undertake to discharge. They seem to be 
strongly disposed, to go inter a thorough examinalion- 
of every body else before they attend to their own case. 
Under other circumstances, and in relation to the or- 
dinary concerns of human life, this practice might be 
considered praise-worthy — for, although it may be- 
tray a want of prudence and economy, for a man to 
neglect his own business to assist his neighbor — still, 
it manifests a benevolent disposition and a philanthro- 
pic heart. And I am inclined to think that there a/c 
but few professed Christians who are guilty of puch a 
departure from their uniform course of conduct. But 
still, they generally manifest an astonishing willing- 
ness to neglect the labor of examining their own 
hearts, of cultivating their own aifections and feel- 
ings, and reforming their own moral habits, customs 
and conduct, and to go from home ta examine the 
hearts, and reform the lives of their heretical and 
wicked neighbors. 

These things ought not so to be. The professed 
followers of Christ should first enter into an exami- 
nation of their own hearts, their own lives, their own 
imperfections and follies. And when they have com- 
pleted this self-examination, and corrected all the er- 
rors, and reformed every fault ; they will suffer bo 
lessor inconvenience then, in. rendering what assis- 
taQce they can to their neighbors^ But we are incliniSid 
to think, that when a thorough self-examinatiop is ef- 
fected, the individual will perceive that his labors are 
needed ai home more thaa any whaw <slse — and henca 
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he wM be ineliaed to ^* judge no nNin ia meata Mr iiw 
driokis," or ia iifif thisg ebe, but to exercise that 
chanty which <^ vauiHeth not itself ;" which *' is not 
pufibd up ;'' tvhich sufieroth long amd is kind,^' dec. 

If all nominal Christians were engaged as they 
should be, in self-examination, and with a riew to eor- 
rect and lefi^m their minds and their practic es * 
there would be no such things among us as slander, 
ddurony and defraction — no such things as rnisrep 
reseolation, persecution and religious hatred. May 
the importance of this duty be doly considered^ and 
the consideration induce mankind to ^' prove their own 
work :" and " then shall they have rejoicing in them* 
selves and not in another man." 



CHAPTER IX. 

*' WATCH." 

This was a particular caution given by our Savior 
to the primitive disciples. It was not only applicable 
to them under the circumstances by which they were 
surrounded, but it is equally applicable to all believ- 
ers, in all countries and in all ages. 

I. By this expression we should be admonished to 
watch over oitrsehe^^ A thousand temptations sur- 
round us at every successive step in fhd journe;]^ bf 
In^j and thfe imperfections of our nature rerkler us 
frequently an easy prey to the fatal snares of sin arid 
death, flence the propriety of candid considfertftion 
at atl times before we attempt to 6peak or 6ct 
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We should watch over oar thoughts^ Although 
we are incapable of suspending our thinking facal- 
ties, and ought not to do so if we could ; still, we art 
capable of controlling them in a great degree, and of 
changing the direction of the mind. Evil thoughts 
are, in a great measure, the result of education and 
habit, as well as other pernicious vices to which man* 
kind are exposed ; and it is an indisputable fact that 
crimes of every nature receive their existence from 
improper and evil thoughts. If our time was occupied 
as it should be, in studying how and when to do good, 
no room would be left for the exercise of evil-min- 
dedaess. The spiritua] child of God, whose mind 
and affections are all engaged in promoting the high- 
est happiness of himself and the society in whicli he 
lives, " think eth no evil/'' Let us, reader, strive to' 
merit this exalted chai;acter. 

We should watch over our words, remembering 
that ** words fitly spoken are like apples of gold in 
pictures of silver.'^ Words are signs of ideas, and, 
although they are too often looked upon as harmless 
things, nevertheless, experience has abundantly de- 
monstrated the fact, that they are powerful auxilia- 
rieh in the cause of sin and satan« << The tongue," 
says the apostle James, <* is a^2*e^a world of iniquity 
— it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the 
course of nature : and it i^ set on fire of hell." [Ge- 
henna«] The heaviest curses that have ever visited 
the world, have originated in worda^noi ** fitly spokeoi^ 
We should ever, therefore, in accordance with an (Ai 
but useful maxim, think iioice before we speak mc9* 
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That isy we should reflect with candor on what we are 
going to. 8ay„ and when we have concluded to speak, 
speak with caution. We should contemplate what we 
are about to speak, and consider it in all its bearingSi 
having constantly an eye to the consequences, which 
probably will or possibly may result from what we are 
about to say. In this way we may save ourselves 
much trouble and regret, and the society in which we 
tive, a world of confusion, disunion and moral de- 
rangement. 

We should- watch over our actions. Actions, it is- 
said, frequently speak louder than words ;. and it is 
evident that the motives by which we are governed, 
especiall)^ if they be corrupt motives, may be as clear- 
ly manifested by actions as by words. It is particu* 
larly important that a careful watch, therefore, be 
kept over all the actions of our lives^ because they- 
are more easily and much more apt to be misunder- 
stood and wrongly interpreted than words, especially 
by our enemies and those^ who are prone to the evit 
of jealousy. We should act virtuously, wisely, inde- 
pendently and boldly-*-and by carefully watching over 
our own conduct, we should' soon save others the trou- 
ble of doing this duty for us-. 

Thus, if we attend to our duty — carefully watch 
over our thoughts, words and actions, with a view to 
correct our habits, customs and. imperfections, and 
prepare ourselves for usefulness and moral enjoyment,, 
we shall act the part of Christians indeed, and so ful- 
fil the law of Christ But 

3. We should not forget to watch oAer*— those by 



whom we are surrovntdedt aad with whom we aie 
coonected by the strong ties of consaa^uiaity. AH 
men are brethren, heace, that which is an injury to 
one, is injurious to all, in a greater or less degree.-* 
*< For as we have many menibers in one body, and 
all have not the same office ; so we, being many, are 
one body in Christ, and every one members one of an- 
other." So says St. Paul ; and his testimony is enti- 
tled to our confidence. Uoder this view of the sub- 
ject, it certainly becomes our duty to watch our fellow 
men, especially our enemies and those who envy us. 
We should watch them in their private conversation 
and public transactions, and endeavor to expose error, 
craft and deception whenever we find iU A vigilant 
attention to the conversation and conduct of our op- 
posers, will serve to restrain them In their unfriendly 
career, and perhaps prove a check on vice and immor- 
ality. If the propriety of such a course be disputed, 
we would appeal to the conduct of our Savior in rela- 
tion to his vilifiers and persecutors while on earth. 
And I would also have the hearer remember, that it is 
as necessary to be as '' wise as serpent?," as it is that 
we should be as ** harmless as doves." 

The importance of watching is sanctioned by our 
Savior, who said, " What I say unto you, I say unto 
all, watch." That we should watch over ourselves is 
evident from the admonition of Jesus to his disciples 
— <• Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion J' That we should watch others, appears neces- 
sary from the admonition of St. Paul, who saySf 
•' Watch thou in all things,'' &c. • 
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The propriety of watching in all things, is strength- 
ened by the example of the wise and good* St. Paul 
to the Corinthians says, in regard to the labors of love 
which he had performed, and the sufferings he had en- 
dured, " In stripes, in imprisonments, m tumults, in 
labors, in wntchings,^^ &c. 

But I am extending this article beyond my intention, 
and therefore must closie by repeating the admonition 
of our Lord, •* What I say unto you I say unto all, 
WATCH." Let neither truth or falsehood, virtue or 
vice, happiness or misery, escape your notice, or elude 
your eScaminution, when within the reach of your ob- 
servation. ^< Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit 
yourselves like men, be strong. Let all your things 
be done with charity/' 



CHAPTER X. 

PROFANE SWEARING. 
It h&s often been remarked that the despicable hab-^ 
it of profane swearing, originated from the mode and 
manner of limitarian preaching. We are inclined to 
think that the remark is a just one ; for if the doctrine 
of endless damnation had never been taught among 
mankind, and sanctioned by the oft repeated declar- 
ations of the clergy, no person would ever have 
thought of the infamous habit of venting his spite and 
malice towards his fellaw beings, by rashly calling 
on God and Jesus Christ to damn, them, send them to 
hell, (cc. But be this as it may, of this one thing we 
are positiv^y certaiA^ to. wit, that the practioe is io. 
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perfect accordance with the partialist doctrine and 
manner of preaching. No man who believes in the 
doctrine of Universalismf and conforms his daily prac- 
tice and conversation to the true spirit of the senti* 

ment, will ever use such low and vulgar 1 was 

going to say language^ but it is beneath all language* 
Stilly we are aware that some persons who pretead 
to believe in the sentiment, and who undoubtedly do 
embrace it in theory, too frequently indulge in thig 
heathenish practice. We are heartily sorry that any 
man can so far disgrace himself and the exalted na* 
ture of man, as to act so inconsistent a part among 
his fellow bein gs. But I am at a loss to conceive how 
the evil can be cured, so long as such men as Phinneyi 
Burchard, Littlejohn, Knapp, Myrick, and a host of 
such desperadoes, are encouraged and approbated as 
religious teachers ; for I am confident that no intem- 
perate blackguard, or abusive bully, could use more 
profane and abominable blasphemies, than such erea^ 
tures are in the constant habit of using. Let the be- 
lief in endless hell-torments cease, and such preach- 
ing, if preaching it must be called, be discontinued, 
and profane swearing will soon become obsolete ami 
be numbered with other extravagances that are utter- 
ly forgotten. This is our opinion, and not ours only, 
as will be seen by the following original anecdote, 
which is susceptible of proof. 

Not a 100 miles from this city, and- bvti a few 
months since, a professor in a certain theological in* 
etitution, and a Presbyterian Doctor of Divinity, had 
occasion to spend a Sabbath in a neighboring towiii 
At the intermission, or during the evening after set- 



)^oes, ^ isontiersation betwuen him and his host, 
i»lid, by-the-by, was also a Ptesbyterian, and a very 
lespectaUe and influential man, happened to turn up- 
on what is called " new measure-preaching ;'' when 
the Doctor took occasion to relate, in substance, the 
Rollowing very appropriate story. The Doctor says : 
** After preaching several years in the old-fashion- 
ed way, my attention was awakened, and the dormant 
DQergies of my mind aroused upon hearing Mr. Pfain- 
oey* I was captivated with his enthusiastic manner 
of preaching, and I soon involuntarily adopted the 
same manner. I was zealous in the extreme, and 
clwelt much upon the wrath of God, and the awful 
miseries of the damned, &c. 

** I was invited to preach in- a certain • neighbor- 
liood, and accordingly went and preached to the peo- 
ple in my new-fashioned style. After meeting I was 
invited to the house of a friend, whose family consis- 
ted of an amiable consort and an interesting little 
ehild, perhaps three or four years old. While tea was 
preparing and we were freely conversing upon sun- 
dry subjects, the little child goes to its mother and 
says, * Why, ma, how that man swore to day ; isn't 
it wicked to swear so, mal' The good sister appear- 
ed much embarrassed at this singalar language of her 
child, and probably more so in consequence of its be- 
ing uttered in presence of the minister ; and she tried 
«very art to divert the child's mind from the disagree- 
able subject, but all was in vain, the impression made 
upon its little mind was not so easily to be erased ; it 
persisted in these inquiries. I was forcibly afiected. 
I saw the propriety of the child's N\ftvia \i^Q.u^>a^»^ 
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ject ; and I am constmised to isny^ U wa§ ^ greaiui 
sermon 1 ever heard, and I, from that time, have been 
convinced of the evil tendency of euch exUraordinary 
preaching, and have ever since etudiously avoided tbe 
habit.'' 

We shall leave the reader to make his own remarkfi 
upon the above, under the full conviction that, if ho 
is as thoughtful as the Uttle childj and as fipee from 
prejudice, he will at once discover that ' limitarian 
preaching in the common style, greatly subserves tbe 
cause of open profanity and downright blasphemy. 



CHAPTER XI. 

ENVY CONSIDERED. 

Among all the passions that human nature is sub- 
ject to, and that disgrace the human character, co^ 
rode the mind, and pervert the due exercise of tbe 
soul, envy stands most disgustingly conspicuous. It 
is emphatically one of the lowest and most contempti- 
ble traits in the human character that ever found an 
abiding place in the breast of man. Hence, it is a 
passion, the nature and consequences of which, cer- 
tainly merit a few appropriate remarks. 

** But what is envy V* says the reader. Is it possi- 
ble that mankind should so long have been cursed and 
preyed upon by this monster of iniquity, whose hydra- 
head has so frequently been seen among every class 
of human society, and still remain ignorant of its na- 
tare ? This may be possible, and therefore we briefly 



•Eiivy is rtmt peculiar aifeellioin of Ae human 
hearty which gnidges to others that respect ami pros- 
perity, which are supposed to attend them. Or, envy 
may be considered as a sensation of uneasioes9 and 
(Hsquiet, arising from a selfish, grovelUng and con- 
tiacted mind, in view of the adrantages of' others, ae- 
oompariied with a spti^t of malignity and spills towltrchr 
thens. 

A few^ examples from saered history may be reftr- 
red to as ilhistrative cf that feU spirit whieh claims 
oor notice* Rachael entied her sister Leah, because 
she participated ib a certain biessing whieh seemed to 
be deiiied her, Joseph's brethren envied htmy beeause 
his ^ther loved him« Saiil envied David, because 
he considered him a competitor for the throne of Is* 
raal. Haman envied Hocdecai the least degree of 
hoQOT» because he hated him^ A^d. the Jews envied 
Paul and Barnabas^ because they preached, the gospel 
of God's universal j^race, and preached k with power 
and success* 

By consulting the circumstances cooneeted with the 
abov^ references, it will be seen thcu. the above defini- 
tion of envy is correct, and that its oatQXQ is suffioient* 
]y despicable. 

But the subject may be amplified by attending, for 
fi few moments, to the wretched effects of this ignoble 
passion. What are the beneficial effects arising from 
its indulgence, either to individuals or to community ? 
There never were, and never can be any such effects 
rationally anticipated from such a cause. A corrupt 
fountain can never emit sweet water, neither do mea 
gadier figs from thistles. As weW tov^X. ^^ «i.^^w5X 

IK. 



fint^iipiUa aiiy degif ft fof b^lie&l ffomite iBtexem^ 

• JSu^ely, jMilbei .wyy OQf it# ppeialipiis wem poerf 
difptiy^of ^y x^lj^opdx.oiT: ga^i, to Ham9&.or h» 
f ri^()au Ai¥i. ^. a^fi^^i 9^^ ^ truly^ sMUdcoBeerntog 
diia^y ;iMiiA iff^ry iU^ijm^t,^ whp hM b^& guided lialiiai 
course of life by envious feelings towards other&rr«t 
Th^ ii^di^(ib)Q(. tp wjtenii wenhoWsi just alluded, bad a 
a;^f^«/;Ksh<^y.i^#p$U(ief»c#of t^ e&ets of sueh fbei-* 
iQg§^ioa<^<} ao.did Josopiii^s bfe^]boy king Saul, add 
m%nyjp|bQirs: in . tuteiaKit^ titeoai. • lAnd there^ aie but fe^ 
e^f)^;:^^^^!^ i^iBO^^^a(y^:^JiaiBdalge^iQ eovy, thait da- 
npti 9^&i^et 0riMi^ri\ ioxporieiice .aiixiilar eff&^d fiom 
su$b indii^iicei. ' ' * • '^ 

'. Bi£t^is»ooe i «e^ hftve alluded' to 'Raman,' w& may us 
weil^peiiittpiy teke'fth history air a sanipte' of envy's 
ser^aoSsy Ih-tttf ages^ iind under all circtimstances^— 
The hittor/'o^ Ifeis envious man constitutes a lesson 
of moral instruction, fraught with the richest treas- 
utBB, and is mbst ddrhitably calculated to show, how 
sudden and hoW great may be the changes from hu- 
nmn ex«kKalionltb the low'est ahaseraent, and vice ver^a, 
Haman. on the one hand, through the in^trumentali^ 
of'elavy, experJetided a most degrading and fatal yh//,; 
while Mord^cai, inconsequence of his integrity and' 
ujiirightHe'si of '(character, wa6 raised to the mo^Ujg^ 
nifiedhoribrs. • ' . ' . - 

fiamaii, Pushed with ambition, and pridinff himself 
on the radiant "prospects before him, comjni^nicj^dj^ltp,:. 
his friends the glory of Thj^s riches^^the, mu^titi^dfij^^ 



m>m$^imtt4 Vt$ 



V^M\dt&By,and all thd tbiaipi^ ia <w2iieh ihe kit% JiAd 
pfiQViQtted him, aud how he had ladvAHCed ^nm i abevii 
nil th^ pdnoes atid serv«ats about hkiK He said^ 
Bdoreovetr, ^* Yea, Esther the queen >did let.no nmv 
come in with the king unto the bancfiet that she hmA 
prepared but myself; and to-morrow am I incited 
qnto her also with the kin^. Yet all this availeth me 
nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at; 
the king's gate.'' What then ? Why, the envious 
Wretch resolves, not only on the deatmetion of Mor- 
decai, but also on the entire extihctkm of the Jews, hia 
kindred. 

But why was not Haman content with the advan- 
tages by which he was strrrounded ? and why did he 
Bot richly enjoy the royal honors a»d favors con* 
ferred on him by his sovereign % For the same rea^ 
sons that all envious persons are prohibited (he enjoy- 
ment of tl>e blessings of which they are possessed^ 
One important reason why Haman was wretched, is 
assigned by himself. ** Ail this availeth. me nolhing^ 
80 long as I see Mofdecai the Jew sitting at the king's 
gate," 

Haman's envy not only destroyed a\\ l^is comfort^ 
in its exercise, but it urged him on in the formation of, 
a plan for Mordecai's destruction, which, as is gener- , 
ally the case, ended in his own. He was hung upon . 
the same gallows that his inhuman envy erected upon ' 
which to end the days of Mordecai. 

Reader, here is a fair sample of the effects of an 
envious disposition of mind. All therefore, should, 
guard against the indulgence of this base and cruel, 
passion* 
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1. Be6axi9e it UitinreaiaHMB, As it respects nidf'-' 
al motifes and moral actions, it is the province of rM<' 
•on to point eat the advantages or dt«EidyaBt;age6 of 
any coorse of moral conduct And as reason is deci* 
4adly opposed to the exercise of enyy, we should 
Bevor indulge it< 

2. Because this spirit rerigas onHy in To^, selfish^ 
perverted and corrupt minds. A person of a gener-^ 
eusy noble and magnanimotis disposition, will ever re-' 
joice in the improvement, prosperity and felieity of 
others ; while an ignoble and contracted soul is always 
grieved and chagrined in view of their success and 
happinessv 

3« Because envy is not merely against our fellor 
men, but it is also against the providence of God that 
it operates. It was Divine Providence that secured 
the special love of the Patriarch to his son- Joseph. — 
Therefore, his brethren, in envying htm, murmured 
against God. And it is evidently so in every case- 
where envy operates. 

4. Because an individual who indulges it, is or eter 
ought to be detested, so far as his conduct is concern^ 
ed, by all who know him. A universal abhorrence 
obtains generally among mankind towards those who 
cherish a passion so base arid contemptibfe, and so re- 
pugnant to all the social virtues and virlaous connex- 
ions. 

5. Because it is the very temper and spirit of the 
inhabitants of the dark regions of the fabled Tarta- 
nus, which shows what a despicable rank it holds in 
tbQ estimation of Heathens^ 
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6. Because it dries up all the eomlbrts ^ htm who 
sufTerar it to devastate the soul of every generous feeW- 
ingt and efntirely pervert the functions of the under* 
standing. How did the brethren of Joseph mar their 
own enjoyments by their envious feelings towards him 
whom they hated without a cause? 

7* Because it very naturally leads mankind to all 
manner of other kindred misdemeanors and crimes. 
It led the cruel Saul to seek, zealously, the life of the 
youthful David, his benefactor, and to whom more 
than once, he was indebted for the preservation of 
bis existence. And it always leads to similar re- 
sults. 

JBut we have, perhaps, ofiered a sufficient number 
of reasons, why we should guard every avenue of the 
heart against so fatal a poison as envy. And hesee^ 
a Tew additional remarks wJll close the chapter, 
^1. Let this biighting curae ever be kept, particular- 
ly, from the ranks of religious worshippers, ^olb^ 
mg wHl so soon, and so fatally, and so efiectually ar- 
z«st the growth of social and friendly feelings andisH 
terroearse among dM mambexs of a religious society 
as an, envious spirit. And when such intercourse and 
ftelingB are inl^rupted^ anarchy, detraction and ruia 
Will immediately ensue ; for it is impossible to keef 
the upity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace, wh^n 
oQQQ M entc^rs and is welcomed amoug the members ef 

sneh an association. 

2i tiCt it ever bo watched with a vigilant eye, lest 

it ftod its w;ay among those whp are united in {Jbe^sol- 

^vf^ and ^ende^aring ties of minuAeuil \i\9?^it^^^ 
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No cause can pcsstblv prosrper, where iis publtc agents 
»ro striving unlawfully for Uie mastery ; especially if 
they be governed in their conduct towards each other 
by the spirit of £nvyn Envy surely ** slayeth the silly 
one," and frequently, the innocent suffer from its das- 
tardly operations. But '^ a word to the wise is suffi* 
cient/' and thus endeth the chapter. 



CHAPTER xn. 
DIDACTICAL* 

Among many other important moral duties, eo' 
joined upon those who profess ,to be religious, by the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles, we find the following 
which is too generally disregarded, except in theory. 
^* If thine enemy hunger, feed hioa ; if he thirst, give 
him drink; far ia so doing thou shaft heapcoakpf 
fire on his head." Rom. xiL 20c 

The existence of a wish to punish an enemy, is co* 
extensive with human nature ; and it is, perhaps, 
right that it should be so. But the means of accom^ 
pushing tMs desire, are too commonly such as to 
bring the Intended chastisement upon the individual 
who uses them. For instance — a fellow being wan- 
tonly and unjustly injures and abuses me, I feel a 
strong desire to chastise him for it In order to grat- 
ify this desire, I wantonly and unjustly injure aacl 
abuse him. Now, instead of punishing him, [ have 
onty enraged him, and opened the way to the recep- 
tioa ofsL still grtaUr injuiy ati4T)^>\s^vatfeVaxTL, And 



by the uniioly law of retaliation^ I deserve the lecood 
abuse. And so, we might go on injuring and abusing 
each other till the conflict ended in poverty, disgrace 

and death ! 

From these remarks, it will be perceived that I have 
not adopted the right course of procednre to effect 
the desired end. He. has undertaken to injure me— * 
I have undertaken to follow op his example in retalia* 
ting the injury witlf interest, and the result is just what 
might have been rationally expected — we are both 
ruined ? Here is seen the folly of undertaking to do 
that which we do not know how to d6, A wiJful 
wrong should be 'suitablypuTtt^Aed, and there is a way 
by which it may be done effectually, and with safety 
to ourselves. The Apostle has clearly pointed out 
that way ; and all we have to do to be convinced of 
its utility, is to try iu If an individual wilfully and 
wantonly abuse me, the most severe punishment that 
I can inflict upon him is, to <^feed him'' when he is 
<< hungry,'^ "clothe him" when he is ** naked/^ or, 
in other words, do him all the good I. can, in return 
for the evil he has done me. If he possess a par^cZe of 
human nature, he must feel the bitter agoniea of self- 
oondemnation and shame — the cutting pangs of grief 
and contrition, and the full weight of that unavoidable 
retribution which his own conscience embraces. In 
the language of the Apostle he is '< damned of him* 
se)fi" This is the retaliedion which revelation and 
reason unitedly recommend ;. and by pursuing Ihis 
course, we may gratify our desire of revenge fa^^ at 
the wBie time^eiijoy the most iefea^4V^\^\wwwi-^^ 
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itM^c^nnder «a enemy inteasely misembBsi iiithile we 
<fe{HUYe him of the pow«r ^ i&jQri»g us la roluTny asid 
fkj^Yj the virtue and bappiQes9 of bQth pi^rtiesy ^ 
ia the end, greatly promoted. 

Therefore, if an enemy abuse you, abuse him not 
ip returrx ; if that enemy have taleqts and vjrtue^^ re- 
spect and honor them -p favor as far as pos;sibie his 
interests 5 deal gently and charitably with his imper- 
fjsctions and failings, and ever strive to shield his fame 
o^ all occasions. By so doing " you will heap coals 
of fire on his head" — coals that will not (consume him, 
but which will !»<?/( him into repentapce and love. 
This, reader, if we may be allowed the expression, is 
the only laudable and justifiable, revenge. Verily, 
** wisdom's ways are ways of pleasantness, and aO, 
her paths are peaqe." 



CHAPTf^XlII. 

I ** Ye ask, ye know notwhat."-«Bibre. 

In this misleading world of alternate joy and sorn 
row, mourning and rejoicing, vice and virtue, wis- 
dom and folly — ^where nothing past can be Called, 
all diings present unsatisfactory, and every future 
prospect in time incomprehensible and altogether an*- 
certain : it evidently becomes us^ as ratlotiftl and 
nnoral beings, to reverence atd obey the M^bwktg eK- 
vin^ injufiOtioD. *^ Be still and know that I am GodU^ 
' li must be admitted that the Supreme Beings t^ 
\ great architect of the untveri^6— rules and'' oofflrdb 

^/ eventB and /mrpos^s for the YvigYvei^ 15^4^ tri^ 



kn^ his awn highest glory: And as Wo are totally 
incompetent to determine what event in Krhi^ 
Providence, would be most conduciye even to our oM 
benefit, we should be constantly impressed with tfa^ 
impbrtant necessity bf chfeerfuUy submittirig to the 
infinitely Wise and impartially benevolent decisions of 
Him Who caitobt err. 

Many are the events which, in the order of Divine 
Providence ar6 every day transpiring, the propriety 
knd necessity of which we can neither comprehend 
or to any degree understand. And frequently it is 
the cause, perhaps, that, like Job's wife, we are near- 
ly ready to " curse God and die," when the very 
event which gives us such a vast degree of dissatis- 
faction, is wisely designed for our greatest possible 
good. But we are inclined to believe that a little can- 
did and reasonable reflection upon the nature and at- 
tributes of our Divine Ruler, and upon the perfect or- 
der, harmony and connection of all that surrounds, 
sustains and cheers us» will be instrumental iii con- 
vincing mankind, of the temerity and presumption of 
thus " charging God falsely," and finding fault with 
the righteous, impartial and benignant dispensations 
of His Divine Government and Providence. ** O 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for his wonderful works to the children of men !'* 

But in regard more particularly to many of those 
who xnake a profession of the christian religion, it 
may truly be said^ that even in their prayers, which 
are many, and loud, and long, they know nut what 
they ask. Reader, did you ever attend whsX \^ <^X3^ 



inonl^ Q^le^/^'aQQBthodoxpray^r.roeetiiiig,?'' And 
did you ever p^y particular attentioa to tl^ natiM^e, 
phraseology aad incoiisisteQcy of thjpse earnest peH^ 
tioQSy tben and there pfiered up to the Deity I If your 
EOS we r is an afErmatire one, then permit me to in- 
quire again, did not each one pray for the especial 
accomplisment of those things which would gratify 
their individual and party feelings, without even per- 
mitting their God the privilege of acting according to 
the dictates of his own wisdom and economy ? Have 
you not often heard them use laqguage like the fol- 
lowing? ** O, Lord, here is. a vile ungodly sinner 
before thee, ho wants religion — he must have it to- 
night, or go down to hell, O, God,^come right down 
now and convert his soul, if you don't, he'll be 
damned to all eternity. Now is the last — the only 
time, to-morrow will be. forever too late. Comedown 
immediately, Almighty God, or he will go to hell and 
be lost forever. We can't be put ofF— he must be 
converted to-nighty"^^ &c. &c. Now evidently such 
men know not what they aisk— and if their prayers 
should all be answered, the universe would return to 
chaos, and heaven and hell amalgamate. Such pray- 
ers are not in accordance with the example of Christ 
— **Thy will be done on earth even as it is done by 
the angels in heaven," is the language of the son of 
man* Again, *< If it be possible, let this cup pass, 
nevertheless, not my will but if Aine be done. 

Here is an example of feeling and of exptefeisio'D.' 
0, that professors of religion would be guided by it. 
We should strive to imitate the adorable spirit here 
exhibited ' 
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The f6H(y«rtflg' circumsttHioey whith clearly illas^ 
tmte» the weakness and temerrty of - those wiio insist 
that God shall gratify their peculiar personal feefing) 
in the direction of events ; and also the important 
pr6priety of placing their implicit confidence in the 
Divine wisdom to contrive, and goodness to execute, 

we have somewhere seen, whether it be true or false 
we know not. Let it be read with candor, and the 
moral instruction therein contained, cannot well fail 
of producing its desired effect upon the heart and up- 
on the conduct of the reader. 

A fond father was in great distress for a favorite 
child, whom he apprehended to be dying in its infan* 
cy. Several of his friends endeavored to assuage 
his grief, but he refused to be comforted. At length 
the minister on whom he attended ofiered to pray 
with him, and desired him to compose his mind, and 
give up his favorite son to the Divine disposal, since 
there wa^ no probable hope of his recovery. He 
replied, I cannot give him up ; and it is my importun- 
ate request that God would spare this child to me, 
whatever may be the consequence. He had his de- 
sire ; the child recovered, and grew up, if possible 
more and more his darling : but he lived to be a thorn 
in his side, and to pierce his heart with many sorrows. 
For just as he came to maturity, he robbed his excel- 
lent master, whom before he had often injured. He 
was seized by the hand of justice, tried, condemned, 
and died one of the most hardened wretches that ever 
went out of life in that ignominious manner: Upod 
the fatal day of execution, the mourning father was 



made to jremf mber his foroier rash pefiiiQii wilh gdef^ 
und tears ; aad, humbled ia the dust, ooafetsed his 
ibllyaad his sin. The text wluch heads this article^ 
came home to his heart and his conscience. He was 
fully sensible that, in his former petition, he knew 
not what he dskecL 

A general application is intended. 

Reader, " Trust in the Lord and do good,'' 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF SGEIPTURE TRUTH. 

CHAPrUL i« 

DOCTRINES AND EXAMPLES OP CHRIST. 

'I am tfa6 wftj, and the truth, and theliie."-*-Joaif it? .6. 
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In the contract^ our Savior is addretsing bis little 
bftnd of admirlog disciplesy and endoayoring to com- 
Ibrt them with an assurance, that notwithstanding he 
was soon to be se{»arated from them by the cruel hand 
of death, he would, in due time, come again in the 
glory of his spiritual kingdom, and receiye them to 
himself and to the exalted enjoyments of that divine 
ruth which his advent had brought to light. Among 
«ther things, he snys to them, "Whither I go ye 
know, tmd the way ye know.'' But Thomas says, 
^ Lord, we know not whither thou goe8t,and how can 
we know the way I" It was in reply to Thomas, 
that Jesus used the very significant langua^ of the 
tejtt. 

Thomas (and perhaps the other disciples) was evi- 
dently in the belief, that Christ was intending to es* 
tablish a temporal government, notwithstanding the 
many important instructions that they had received in 
relation to the spiritual nature of his reign. Hence, 
it appears from the context, that he supposed that Je« 
sus was speaking to them of his departure to som^' 
other part of the country, to a place^ XV\ft Vi^'^NW^ ^^ 
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which, he had not yet informed them. It was proba- 
bly for the purpose of correcting^ this false impression 
and convincing Thomas that this language was to be 
understood in «t moreil ^ttme^ thaVhe paid, ♦'Jam the 
way,*' &c. 

From the foregoing remarks and citations, it will 
be perceived that the tiext is the ^liii^age of i)>u¥ SAV- 
ior, and that it iafulltof impprtanoe. This being the 
case, it will be our design to render it as profitable as 
our abilities and limits >s^ jjermit. Tliis "we shall en- 
deavor to do, by sTiowing "briefly Aotr Jescns is **'the 
way, the truth, and the life,*'* to the children of men ; 
And 

1. He is so by the (2oc{rme« which he taught. All 
mankind at the. advent of Christ, are represented as 
lang^i|ihingi faniisbing and sleeping, u nder the deepest 
^ndmostdcstrt^tive ignorance of the true God, and 
the moral abjHgati^ns that they were under, to love, 
serve and adore him. But the doctrine of Jesus came 
like a refreshing, shower of jpia A^pon the parched and 
thirsty ground. It. softened the hard and barren 
hearts of men, cooled and purified the moral atmos- 
pl^ere, and prepared tlie way for a rich and plentiful 
harvest of lighteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Spirit, 

The visionary and degrading mythology of the 
Gentile nations, had furnished its adherents with a 
multitude of passionate, wrathful and cruel divinities, 
whose exorbitant demands upon their devotees, far 
exceeded their means of compliance, which rendered 
them wretched in the exireinej yjYvW^ cioti^tw^Ve\vxv^ 
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thid uidti9oriiN4d0 tOTfiem^ Un^t thsjy nnaHgn^Qt gods 
Qftight pou£ upcm tbf P in the fuitux^ wpiM- •' 

T^ cesejnoQJAlJdw t^y ^ihi^h the Jews {urofeflfejd 
t« bo. goveraedf had b^com^ ^ corriipted by \k^ in- 
troductioa of be^hien fabl69,. Ihs^ it was o^^rly, it not 
equally, as fruitful arsOMfP^pf erfor. and xniiiery, as 
the heathen mythology itself. Hence, mankind were 
iavolved in tfae^loQmy; wil^i^ness of error and djslu- 
sion, vii^ually with#gt^pe ftpd without Qod in the 
wofWa 

6i*t the Messiah came— the iqa^chleas Son of God 
— and by the beneyojent doptrine^s which he pjcomql* 
gated, the astonj^hinguj^racles which he wrought in 
atte^ti^tion of their truth, a9d t^e unanswerable axgu- 
m§nts >jrhicb he. used in their dqfeoqe — broke down 
the mighty bulwarks of bigotry, superstition and 
falsehood, and demonstrated to the nations the ulti- 
mate glory^ life and immorte^lity of a ransomed 
world I 

The doctrines of Christ were *Uhe way^^^ by. rais- 
ing the dejected minds, and directing the hopes of 
men, to God their benevolent Father, and Jesus their 
imtnutable benefactor and efficfent SaVior— »* the Lainb 
of 'God, who taketh away the sins of the world.**^— 
They were '*the (rttrt'* ak they came from hitn who 
was the ** image of the 'invisible God."' They were 
alsb/Ae truth, in distinction from all other dootrines 
ever prdmalgated amon^ Je#s or hea^iebs. Other 
doctrines tA«f have oontaiti^ some small proportii^ of 
^tfr,i but Hkethe pottage pr^red at Gilgal fot tfeSs 
ejbhsbrthe prophet*, Iheyfe^Ve ki variably On e*wa# 
nattdSf, beert found to ccmtain' tdo^ ihtteli *• 4q<i«v*^ ^ ^ 
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palaUiMe or beneiciftl to maa* They weie << tbe life." 
HeDce, Jesui» hiimeif says, **He that heareth ray 
word, and believeth en hkn that sent nie, haih e^erlas- , 
ttog UfCf and shall not come into condemDaiioBf but 
is passed from dealk unto lifeJ' And again he sajrs, 
<^ The words that I speaki they are spirit and they aie 

But the doctrines of Christ are not only <*the toiiy^* 
in which mankind must travel, to obtain a new and 
living faith, and a sure and steadfast hope — 'Mhe 
truih^ which brings life and immortality to lighff and 
tlie moral *< life "which animates the soul and satisfies 
the wants of the believer here ; but they positively 
assure us^ that this weakness shall be clcrtbed with 
power — this dishonor with glory, and this corruption 
with immortality — ^that n// shall be made alive tii Christ 
— that mortality shall be swallowed up of life — life 
eternal I — life immortal I — life unending ! 

2. Christ is the way, the truth and the life in the 
anuuble ejeampte$ which he exhibited to the world. — 
The history of all nations and ages may be carefuNy 
examined; the biography of Jewish priests and proph^ 
ets, and also of pagan philosophers, may be searched, 
and no |>es^r exemplar can be named. In what 
part of the world has any man existed, whose every 
act in life was squared, by the rule of moral perfec- 
tion I What individual ever encountered the oppo- 
iition, insult^ and abutfs^ ^t came like an overflowing 
flood. Qpon^ewua of Nazareth, and who was pi^paied 
to loeot it Ml In the unwavering spirit of heavenly 
eimijr^ ^ndiforbeaimnce % History may be ransack^ 
/a ram to £ad such a periona|[;<e, I^ot)!^ Xsqx 1««vl 



k 



143 »0F TAWH. 



eror n^t 'im#fe^ nanMil %«^^s of cnroel ^fpoMmk 
hm^^Hm ^wofilof ilie sf»iic mdudv<ely. None ^Irat 
Miis^ K^ve^ "endured aut^ 99tde«$ive kMult wifH' inifitu- 
table patience and' fc^ttltiide. None but J^us evet 
received «d^h wanton abns^ with unaltisrable fbrbear- 
ah6e and charity. Ih hifm We ' discdver an exercise 
of lave in exchange for the most bitter hatred — good 
vrtll in exchange for ni4lite «iid envy— and broth- 
erly kiodness in exchange for raging perseouiion 
and Wrath. Here is a perfect example for t^e chit- 
dtea of humanity to irtiitate. But O, ho# few theito 
are, even Among hfs professed fbllowersy who are de- 
termined to walk in his steps-^hdw few there are, who 
feel disposed to sacrifice their unruly passions at the 
golden altar of moral recttttrde, and bury their remain- 
ing defections and transgressions under ihe foot of the 
cross ! ' 

What did Jesus da for the benefit and improvement 
of his fellow- in^n • He took upon him the form of 
a seiuant — led a desultory and suffering life — went 
about dohig good, 6ven to Ma worst enemies— and fi- 
ntiUy, died upon Calvary for the world, that the lost 
might bft found, the sin der reformed, the deaf be bles- 
sed with hearing, the blind with sight, the sick with 
health, the dead with life, and the whole world with 
salvatioif ! These examples of persorial sacrffice for 
pnhlic good, are worthy the interested attention arid 
practical approbation of every child of Adam, as they 
are to us the way, the truth, and the life. 

But how nriany sCrc there, who are willing in this 
respect, to- be followers of Christ ? Who is ready to 
sacri^ce^iV/Temonal coirXorl; tenvpoxtA vc^jfct^%\.%^\f^ 
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lati^ and ffJ0Qd»» (o fvppofl htd emommge the «u- li 
ihiheffttlod truths of the go«peU «td therdby pvomote li 
the highest hoaar-«-the highest good c^ laankifid sm- |ii 
ve^r^aUy I This we are bocmd to do, if w« would 
walk ia Christ as the ^^way," ebjpy Christ as tlie 
** troth^^ and hope in Ohfist aa the resurrection and 
the'Mife.^^ 

But one remark aad I have done. We must be, 
either €^4m(uBfM, or hypoaiU^f or it^deh. If we 
would he Christians, we must follow Christ, If we 
would he hypocrites^ we isust profess one thing and 
da another. If we woUtd he iafideUi we imm deny 
th^ Christian jeligioa tpi l^» Let us^ he consistent. 



ST- PAUL A UNIVERSALIST PREACHER 

CRAPTES >r. 

^* Wbereunio I am ordained a preaeber.'^ 1 Tim. it 7. 

The text| it will he perceived^ is a short one, and so 
shall the Merman which follows it. he. BvU short 
as the text i5», it emhracet matter of no idtle impoc- 
taoce. f^ 

The author of the wcMrds selected, was St, Paal, the 
great apostle of the Cen tiles; and he was writing lo 
Timothy, whom he addresses as his own son in the 
faith. His mauifest object in writing to Timothy 
was, to instrupt him more fully in the invaluahle prW 
oiples of that '< glorious gospel of the grace of God," 
to the full helief of which, he had been thoroughly con- 
rert&d ; and also to adnioiilB\i Vv\va ^^\xial the apphis* 
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try aiNldeeepyim«4^i|ioie pmfessonofa popular ro« ^ 
Hgioti by wUoh be wa« au rffoon^ed. Most w^rtby ob^ 
jeet indeed ! . 

Bat we have no time to dwell bere. We nmat efl« 
ter dtreotly imo the main subject which the text em* 
braces^ a subject thai might be rendered extremely 
xoterestiog and profitable^ if the right roan had taken 
hold of it ISut aa it it, it if possible that som^ little 
light may be thrown upon it; at least enbu^ to ren- 
der the spiritual darkness which surrounds mankind^ 
visible. 

1. In our present endeavors, measurably, to open the 
matter to the mind of the reader, let us inquire, in the 
first place, to the preaching of ythai^ St. Paul was or- 
dained, This is a very important inquiry ; not only 
because it is the most direct way to get at the truth of 
the Christian religion, but also, because there is no 
little disagreement and contention in relation to the 
question. All professed Christians are willing to ad- 
roit in general terms, that Paul was not only ordained 
a preacher, but that he was ordained a preacher of 
gospel truth. Just so we believe, and ia regard to 
this genera/ proposition, aU cheerfully and unanimous- 
ly agree. Then, says the reader, how can there be, 
as you say, and as my own observation demonstrates, 
so much disagreement and contention in relation to 
the doctrines wliich the illustrious Apostle was or- 
dained to preach 1 I will tell you. Many people, 
and even some priests, will readily admit, in general 
termsj that the Apostle preached what he was ordained 
to preach, and* that he was ordained to preach tha 
truth f but the moment you begin Vo u^xski^ '^at^>i)^^ 
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* HntimknU'nA^^stacied srbd nistiMhs^d bjr thai mneimt 
aM^ihspitetf poacher, ^nd^%ftn|f forward b^ own 

^ declarations in support of them, they fly off at<^l09 
iB&it»if;en(!| andeithef exeirt their ijygeiitiity to m&ke 
(he Apostle cbntradi^ tiinifl^^ or ptotinj^ly xieny thst 
be^cforeiiehed the tm^; No ^iHalleii We ftiave thk^ 
CUM thing*. ton»iiWbrt a^ ; they caibnot reo/Zj f < ebaoge 
. tb0itj|i«thinto:a Ud/' tboogh .they may xepeatodly a^ 
tctiBpt i)$ ; Tii6y nkJiy ^^ ^worrship the tre^tare ame 
than the CfpaMH'»'' but ih^y cfUi never ^kaa^ the 
Father of spnitg'' into a '* beast and his image/' ex- 
cqpt itl^q in .their *fva,inTin?agUM^iifti^^' nor ^slproy 
tlii^t^^yajUsti^.^f ifomutfibl^ trMtb and lo-ye. whicl^; Ffunl 
was o|daiQ&d to prpoiulge^te and defend^ But. aiop. 
We had forgotten that vve were writinp a ^cic/f> S<b»- 
mon. W^ 'will return tp the question iinniediately be- 
ibrc us, apd endeavor tq answer it, i . 

VVe fp^y herQ remarJk|,that the apostle wasi ^ot qo* 
Jy oj[;d9,ii;ied to pleach the. truth in general^ bu^ I^.ikils 
evid^Q^Iy prd^iped tpvpceach tho> truth in «!«e>^ fwtiair 
lar. VVe ar^ now pcepamd to pan^e.son^e oT the par^ 
tiicttlar sentimeql^ preached and dejTQnidcd JtxyJ$t^JRa,ui. 
To do. this,, we have only to. consult the. f^eoediog 
context, where the impo|-taat articles of his faiili.are 
fully developed ia ^language not easily to. be ^isun'- 
derstood, and where too, we are fully ai)thoa:Ized to 
belie vje that he was no partialist ;. ^though Jaq had 
previously Jieen ppe, of the most .thorongh-gotiM 
stamp, ^ 

1. By refecriag to the commencement of the chap- 
ter which contains our textf we learn, that.i^ Apo^ 
i/e's prayers f interoessiQna ai\d ^vNva|^.c>C "^anlMt^ wer« 
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daraestly o^red up for otf wun without tke least re- 
aenre ; for we cannot suppose that he would ao ear- 
neatly exhort his beloved son Timothy to comprehend 
mare in his petitions to the throne of Ood, than he did, 
or than he wished others to. He says, '^ I exhort 
therefore, that, first oj aU^ supplications, prayers, in- 
tercessiona, and giving of thanks, be made for all men ; 
for kings, and for all that are in authoiily ;"&c, — 
This exhortation, then, should constitute a sufficient 
stimulus to induce, at least every man who is <* or- 
dained a preacher" of Gospel truth, to embrace in his 
prayers to God, the whole human family as the ofl*- 
spring of one Father, and subjects of that impartial 
favor which transformed the darkened mind of the 
bigoted and persecuting Saul, and rendered him a 
consistent and benevolent Christian^ But 

2. We should be very careful that our prayers and 
intercessions do not extend beyond the boundaries of 
oKkT faith; for the same author is very particular to 
inform his brother in the ministry that, "what is not 
of faith tf mW Reader, there are but few greater 
sins, than topiai^ for the purification and salvation of 
the whole world, and at the same time believe only in 
the ultimate reconciliation and happtpess of a small 
pari of the world. But hypocritical and heaven-dn« 
suiting as this is, nothing is more common now-a-days 
than such inconsistencies. O, that everv ordained 
preacher would be governed in his devotional exerci- 
ses, by the Apostolic admonitions, not only to *' pray 
for all men/' htit aim to *< pray lifting up holy han^/ 
without wra^ or c(oubting'*1 I'hen would they be 
fHnepai^'duly to app)^seiate the riaisom whieh "^ 
Mtipo$ihg^ireif ftt such impftT^aX aAAJ^aA^^^^ 



119 ILLUSfiniVfONV- 

aa he efijoiii» upon hf» young boh ki ibe Clffiiftiftti 
faith. 

3. The reasons just alloded to, rosy be fomicl In the 
Sd, 4th, 5th and 6th Terses, and are stated in the ich 
lowing plain and positive terms. Reaider^ examine 
these terms carefVrlty, in connexion with the foregoing, 
and treasure up the valuable lessons herein sa clearly 
taught and enforced. Here they are, written, ta it 
Were, in letters of gold. 

FirsL <* For this [praying for all men, lifting up 
holy hands without wrath and doubting] is good aad 
acceptable in the sight of God bur Savior ; who will 
have ALL mep to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the trutli." A most cogent reaspn in- 
deed ! and one which is sufficient, even of itself, to 
show conclusively, that Paul was *' ordained a preach- 
er" of universal. grace and salvation to a lost world! 
For if God will have all men to be saved, there can be 
no infidelitjr or heresy in believing that all will.be 
saved ; and hence the propriety of praying for such 
a result, *' in faith, nothing doubting," 

Second, K|no wing that prejudice was strong and 
precor^peiyed opinions unyielding, and that errorisl^i 
must h%y^ '' line upon line. ar^d^grecept upon precepVJ 
the Apostle goe$i p.n to,^,ta(e a^e/^d^^asop jnjliinately 
eon^ectied with thP ^rst, in the following word?** 
*} For thpre is qn^ Gprf, [not YArce^] ^i^d one i^edi^or 
[^ot Got<i^l for ^le is t^ween God and. n>en^^ jtl^ tnoa 
Qbrist J^i|0» who ^|ire Jiimself a r«ii#ofir fqraa^ to bo 
t^ti^, ii» due. tiai9:;' B^d^9 ^ }IQu . w^^hr fpr ##r 

SuHh^fiW AAj-]^tteir, o« .apgrartmager tentm^ay via 
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^ ihanf aoalr a^'^afMfrai^'eneaseil I I ipalii^ fia? 
a^^ply,^ ; ... 

' 4. tt«ivifig tbu^ teiBO, >from.the jlpostb's own lapr 
guage, tifi/o iff^a^ be was ^'ordainttd a4)SdaQbe(«'^ we 
hmy' nowett^tly pei^teive wkat it waa.tbacfVU^diiiia 
fiotri-so full of aniTWsai benevole&ee, (peace aodjoyi 
while <e»eoQnterii3g the utA;onnx>lied rage and malice 
c^-'bis' Jewish brethren, whose partial creeds and lim- 
ited tieWs of divtee grace, h& had wliolly lejected.-^ 
YeSf we can see what it was that caused him to ex- 
' dlaiRi,4a the overflewing tide jof unreatcained love and 
oomf^asstofi, '^ I could wisAi that myself were accursed 
from 'Christ, for 4ny brethren,^ my kinsmen according 
to th^ fl^h :- who are isnraetites ; to whom pertaineth 
Itie <idopti0i^ and the gloryy and the covenaflls,. and 
Ihergiving of the law, and the service of God, and tiie 
p^romises ; whose are the fathers, and of whom, as 
conderning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, 
<3=od blessed forever'?— '(Rom. ix. 8, 4, 5)'^that 
caused him td say, *<H^ [God] ba^ condluded them 
iail m unbelief, that he might have mercy upon aU'' — 
that cornpelled hfm to exclaim, on another occasion, 
<* O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and 
knbwledge of God ! how unsearchable are fais judg- 
ments, and his ways past fin<^ngout!" 

We are aware of thofact, that Calvin, Luther^ 
Wesley, Whitefield, and a numerous host of more 
ntodem deTgymen, were ordained to ^«a.cK^^>^V 
cJit doetrioe ) and we are f\i\^y ^etk^^Vfc Vi^> <i\^^ 
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deleterious eftets that 6ave Ibliowed. These btfe 
been ordained as preachers of God's wrath and end- 
less curse, a Savior's ultimate tengence towards a 
fearful proportion of those who aie subjects of his 
power, and a dismal prison of infinite and endless to^ 
ture for millions of our race $ but by what or whose 
anthority, we know not. 

The primitive apostles were otfy like Paul, ordained 
to preach *Mhe gospel of the grace of God'' — the 
*^ gospel of salvation." And they were commaiided 
to preach it *' to every creature." Hence there coi'ki 
be no creature to whom they were authorised to preach 
the fabled doctrine of ceaseless woe> Reader^ take 
your Bible ; search it through $ and if you can find 
one instance where the terms, gospel of e»dUs9 dosi- 
iMilJofi— gospel of God's tvudktive tffrttJkr^-or, gospel 
of timited salvation occur, we will forthwith discon- 
tinue our labors in the cause of Universallsm. Th^ 
however, can never be done, for the very term gospc»l, 
signifies ^' glad tidings," or *<good news.'' And ti^is 
it just what St. Paul, and all other (Jniversalist cl^x- 
gymen are ordained to preach ; and it is just wbat 
prompted Paul to declare, that nothing in heaven 
above, or in the earth beneath, should <* be able to sep- 
arate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesiw 
oui Lord.'' 

II. It will only be necessary now for us to show 
how the apostle discharged his ministerial duties, an^ 
we shall do it very briefiy,\as we have but little .room. 
In doing this, it may be remarked, that; he did so by 
boidiy and fearlessly declaring, illustrating and de* 
/ending ^be great *rul\\s ot lYie doc\.i\u<& V^a VwA ceceiv- 
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ed from the Lord Jesus. He never undertook to con- 
ceal or disguise fais sentiments, to please his numer- 
ous and popular opposers. No, for when in Athens, 
and surrounded hy the Epicurean and Stoic philoso- 
phersy who invidiously pronounced him a *' babbler," 
he lifted up his voice among them and said, *^ Ye men 
of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too ra- 
perstitious. For as J passed by, and beheld your de- 
votions, I found an altar with this inscription, ^To tbs 
UNKNOWN God.' Whom, therefore, ye ignoranUy wor- 
ship, him declare I unto you.'' Again, he hesitates 
not to tell the Romans, that they have << changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worship and serve the 
creature more than the Creator." And he also says, 
*•! am set for the defence of the gospel.'* Thank God, 
the truth of this declaration is clearly set forth in our 
context, as above noticed ; and every preacher should 
feel as he did, the responsiblity of his station, and fear- 
lessly follow his example, in never shunning to de- 
:^lare the whole truth embraced in the gospel ; which 
truth is, that " God is love" — that " his tender mercy 
is over all his works'' — that he ** is good unto all" ; 
that ''he commendeth his love towards us, in that 
ivhile we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" — that 
he ^' will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth"-^and also that ** the 
wicked shall not go unpunished," nor escape their just 
desertSt Every preacher should also, follow his ex- 
ample in exposing dishonesty, hypocrisy, craft and 
deception, as well in the church as out of it, whether 
men will hear or whether they will fox\A%.t« KX^^^'^^ 
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f^ important duties, and should never be neglected 
*<by him who is ordaine4 a preacher." But we have 
done. 



THE DIVINE COUNCIL AND PLEASURE. 

CHAPTER III. 

'< My coonsiel shall sUtpd, an^Iwill do all my pleasure."— 
" Isa. xlvi. 10. 

I. Here is an unqualified and unconditional pro- 
portion that the divine counsel shall be fully and per- 
fectly executed* The language positively forbids the 
introduction of any contingencies or dependence up- 
on secondary causes-^it is emphatic and positive. 
0| vain man, cease, I coijjure you, contending that 
God will be thwarted in the design of man's creation, 
or be subjected to disappointment in regard to Che full 
accomplishment of his immutable purposes ! You 
are bound by every principle of ns^ture, reason aad 
divine revelation, to acknowledge that *' God xoorketh 
all things after the counsel of his own wilV\ Who 
dare to contend otherwise^ taking the Scriptures for 
their guide ? 

II. What is the "counseP' and "pleasure" of the 
adorable Being who makes the above ^declaration ? 
Answer— God "will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth." 1 Tim. 
ii. 4. Here his tot7Z is clearly stated, and that his 
will, his counsel, and his pleasure are one and the 
same thing, is too obvious to require proof. Reader, 
do you beliere the apostle has ^mxx^lcw^ stalemn^ntl 
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U you admit that he has, can jroa doubt the pfoprie- 
ty of advocating 'and defending the truth of his st^te* 
ment ? 

But perhaps you may still question whether God's 
will and purpose are the same. Some have very zeal- 
ously contended that God's wUl might embrttee the 
salvation of all maakindy while his pwrp08$ was de- 
cidedly in opposition to such a result If, however, 
you wish for iastructioB in this matter, read St Paul's 
Epistle to the Ephesians, i. — 11, and it is believed 
you w^ill be convinced of the fact that God's mU and 
purpose are in perfect accordance with ^ich ofttor. 
Here is the passa^ alluded t6» *' Having made 
known unto us the n^steiy of his #ill, acbordiiig lo 
his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in hfuftself, 
that in the dispensation of the fullness of times, he 
might gather together in one, all tlnags in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and on earth," jSsc« 

Here you will perceive that God*s vnU^*^ *• good 
|9foaa»re," and ** purpose^^ are in perfect harmony — 
are synonimous. But you may here object by say- 
ing that God's will, purpose and pleasure is, to ga^- 
ex all thijvgs that are m Christ, not those which aire 
out of Christ, or aU mett. Then, according to the 
Scriptures God has one will to save aU men, and ono- 
iW will to save only a part ; and both revealed wills 1 

Such an objector, I think, must esteem his Bible 
very highly, especially the writings 6f St Paiul, when 
to discovers such |>alp^ble contradictio&s as he con- 
^nds for i Whidi of these rtivealdd wills wotUd oUr 
-injector have us rely apon as genuine % B^^tAaskr 
aofb0B0* U ire should rely \»^ou^SBsi5.^'^ ^^i?««^ 
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SU Paul says embraces the salvation of all men, we 
must discard that will which the objector says doa 
n^t embrace all meoi and so, vice versa. 

But if the language of both passages is alloired to 
speak for itself, we must believe that God's will, 
pleasure and purpose mean one and the same thing, 
and that the salvation of all men b embraced in that 
thing, call it what you wilK 

This view of the subject will not only harmonize 
Ute Scriptures, but it will exonerate St. Paul (and per- 
haps some others) from the charge of inconsistency 
and oontradictioD. 

The argument then, stands thus : God tciU^, pur- 
poeeBf and it is his good pleasure, that all men should 
be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth — 
should be ^' gathered together in Christ, the head of 
every man— the first born of every creature and 
Savior of the world." Who will venture to contest 
this argument ? 

III. Now for the conclusion. If the proof is deem- 
ed sufficient in favor of the fact,, that the counsel of 
6od shall stand — that he will do all his pleasure — diat 
his will, purpose and pleasure, meaning the same 
thing, is to save all men — to gather them together in 
Christ during the dispensation of the fullness of 
times, and consummate the << restitution'' of all things 
who think ye, reader, will be endlessly wretched — 
who will be finally made fuel for hell, and sport for 
devils, world without end % Who will sin away the 
day of grace and sink beneath the reach of infinite 
mercy % Either come forward and refute the testt- 
mony of divine revelatXion, ox ^<;kuo^\^^^ ^<^»^ 
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«( every creature in heaven, and on earth, and under 
the earth, and all that are in the 8ea«" shall ultinpately 
he heard, <* saying, blessing, and honor, and power, 
and glory, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb forever and ever.'* 

Review,' — The proposition is, that the counsel of 
God shall stand, and that he will do all his pleasure. 
The argument is, that God's will, purpose and divine 
pleasure embrace the salvation of all meu. And the 
inevitable conclusion necessarily follows, that all men 
will be saved — gathered together in Christ, and the 
universe unite in songs of endless congratulation and 
praise. 

The proposition, argument and conclusion are all 
in perfect harmony with the nature and attributes of 
God, and the common desire of all good men. 



EXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURE. 

CHAPTJBR IV. 

" And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these 
things, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his 
saints, to exeeute judgment upon all; and to convince all that are 
ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they ha!te 
ungodly committed, and of all t|ieir hard speeches which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him/'— Jude, verses 14, 15. 

This is a passage of scripture which is dwelt upon 
with much seeming confidence hy a certain class of 
divines, as proof positive in favor of a general judg- 
inent at the close of time, which will result in the uii- 
ending wretchedness of millions of our race. But 
this application of the text exhibits those who thus 
pervert its meaning, in a very uutviox^V^ ^vt^-^S. 
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yiew. It showa that they have taken their opinioni 
upon trust, and being deceived themselves, are zeal- 
ously engaged in deceiving and misleading oUiers. 
And it also shows that they are criminally ignorant of 
the subject upon which the writer was engaged, ai 
well as of sacred and profane history, and the united 
testimony of their own most learned, pious and criti- 
cal commentators. But it seems that any thing may 
be resorted to with the fullest approbation in support 
of that gloomy hypothesis which temporal policy 
and tradition have rendered popular. But the time i» 
soon coming, and even now is, when reason shall re- 
sume its throne-— truth prevail, and the traditionary 
absurdities of priestcraft and delusion vanish away 
before the effulgent beams of the sun of righteous- 
ness. God be praised for this unspeakable blessing. 
Nothing can be more evident to the informed and 
unprejudical mind, than that the above passage is a 
predictianf not of miseries in the future world, but of 
severe judgment of a temporal and limited nature.-^ 
This, the reader will soon learn, is not exclusively 
the opinion of UniverstUisUy who are so frequently 
accused of perverting and '< wresting" the scriptures 
to accommodate their own peculiar views ; but it ii 
the opionion of at least four of the mofst learned and 
able ^^ orthodox*' commentators. That the public 
may have a proper understanding of the Subject, and 
be prepared duly to appreciate the truth of God, and 
also to place a proper estimate upon the zealous exer- 
tions of those '* blind guides" who are laboring in- 
eeesAUtly to deceive them into the heathenish notion 
ibat God will render iuftnitfeVY irt^VftV»^ ^ l«w^\sJL^tfi- 
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portion of his dependent efispriog, for whose exis' 
tence they are commanded to praise the Lord, we will 
copy the language of Gilpin, Cappe, Grotius and 
Clarke» in relation to the text, 

Gilpin says in his notion tlie text, *^ Against such 
persons Enoch prophesied, when, speaking of the old 
world, he threatens them with God's heavy displea- 
inre for their enormous crimes." — Eixpos, in he, 

Cappx, on the same text, says, ** The Lord cometh 
with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment ; 
which is the language of very ancient times, relating, 
probably, to some signal judgment of God upon un-' 
believers and scofifers, and applied by this writer to 
those of his own day." — CriU Rem. i, 152. 

Grotius, on the text, says, <* Whatever Enoch 
said, or was able to say, on the approach of the de- 
luge, might very fitly be referred, by Jude, to the 
almost universal slaughter which menaced the con- 
tumacious Jews/' — Annot. in he, 

Clarke on the text holds the following language, 
which we quote especially for the benefit of our Meth" 
odist friends, (/) <^ To execute judgment; this was 
originaUy spoken to the antideluvians, and the com- 
ing of the Lord, to destroy the world, (age,) was the 
thing spoken of in this prophecy, or declaration. 
But as God had threatened this, it required no direct 
inspiration to foretell it.'' — Com. in loe. 

We might adduce much more testimony to show 
that the text has no reference to a future state of be- 
ing, or a ^* g€neraP* judgment; but he that will not 
be satisfied with the above, would not be satisfied with 
twice as much more« Therefore v^ wJ!sw5\\>^^e5^ar 
jecL 



MERCY AND JUSTICE. 

CHAPTER V. 

The mercy of God is perfectly consistent with the 
demands of strict justice ,* therefbre, because we be- 
lieve that infinite mercy forbids the endless woe of 
any intelligent being, it is not to be inferred that we 
do not believe in the just chastisement of the wicked. 
Justice demands, however, no greater amount of pun- 
ishment than will ultimately prove a benefit to the 
punished ; hence it required nothing that vMTcy would 
oppose. Justice requires the perfect reconciliation of 
every transgressor, and merey approves of all the 
means which are designed to produce so glorious and 
benevolent an end. Thhi justice will have its demands 
answered in a manner perfectly consistent with the 
holy principle of divine mercy^ is clearly evident from 
the following scriptures, ** One jot or tittle of the law 
shall in no wise fail till all is fulfilled.'' ** Justice and 
judgment are the habitation of thy throne, mercy and 
truth go before thee," &c. ** He is ^just God and a 
Savior. ^^ God " is good unto ail and his tender mer- 
cy is over all the work of his hands." ** His mercy 
is everlasting — endureth forever.'' God *' is no res- 
pecter of persons." 

Thus we learn that God ** will by no means clear 
the guilty," and that he is unchangeably good and 
merciful to all his creatures. But no one will con- 
tend that there is any mercy in infinite misery ^ and it is 
equally as unscriptural and senseless to say there is 
n,ny justice in such an event« 



CBAPTXR Yt. 

A POPULAR ERROR CORRECTED. 

*' Work oot YOiir own sahration with fear and tremblinf .'^ 

PhiL ii.lS. 

Reader^ here is an injunction that merits some de- 
gree of serious attention ; not because there is any 
thing about it incomprehensible, unintenigi|>le or mys- 
terious ; but because a vain and heedless tradition 
has perverted and most cruelly tortured its original 
and primitive meaning. However, not to trouble 
you with a long and tiresome exordium^ I will ofier 
only a remark or two relative to the common and 
popular view of the passage, and then present you 
with my own humble opinion. 

1. You are aware that this text, being wrested 
from its intimate connection, has very generally been 
understood as clearly teaching the doctrines, by im- 
plication at least, of immortal scdvation and damnation 
— man*s free agenmf in choosing which destiny he 
pleased, and the full efficiency of good works in ea^ 
caping the Ja<<er, and securing the former. This tra- 
ditionary view of the passage, has rendered it won- 
derfully useful among certain sects, in their zealous 
endeavors to arouse the fears of weak and uninform- 
ed minds, and to bring them on to the *' anxious 
seats," And it m^y be proper to remark here, that 
this erroneous understanding of the matter, is estab- 
lished upon no better foundation than the supposition, 
that St. Paul was addressing tmhelievers — sinners^ who 
were on the road, and momentarily exposed, to eteic* 
Ml death. Taking it for gran\e^ WisX ^>a ^^^ '^i»sw 
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fftct, the advocates of endless perdition^ adopt the 
Apostle's language in their addresses to modern char- 
acters of a similar ^amp, and thus ftightea thou- 
sands out of their senses, and inio the church* 

% But to make a long matter as short as possible : 
Was Paul addressing unholy and sinful characters T 
<* I have always thought so,'' says the reader. Prob- 
ably you have ; and this is by no means unaccounta- 
ble* But permit me respectfully to. inform you that 
you have always ** thought" wroing. To demonstrate 
my assertion, I would invite you Just to read the whok 
verse. Here it is. ^' Wherefore my beloved^ as ye 
have always obeyed^ not in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your ov>n saiva* 
<ton" &c. Is such the language of the illustrious 
Apostle to vile, impenitent and licentious unbellevefs ? 
Not at all. He was addressing true believers— his 
faithful brethren in the truth, as above proved. This 
matter being thus clearly settled, the features of the 
subject are at once changed, you perceive, from black 
to white — from frowns to smiles — from terror to 
peace. 

8. It being fully settled, therefore, that Paul was 
addressing true and faithful believers-Hsainis — it may 
next be inquired, What was the salvation which they 
were to '• work out ;'' It was certainly a salvation 
which they had; for it is called their ** own.'' And 
further ; it was a salvation which, being in their 01^ 
possession, they were to work on/, not a foreign sal- 
vation which they were to work themselves into at 
some future period. In a word, it was that spedd 
safyatum which every ttue beXmex \«A twiwv:^^ 
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Ugh sanctificatioD of the spirit, and hellef of the 
" and in which ho ^* rejoiced with joy unspeak- 
nd full of glory.*^ Jesus says to a certain indi- 
, <* thy faith hath saved thee ;'' and Paul says 
brethren ** salvation is come unto the Gentiles." 
sa^'s to another individual, *' This day is salva- 
ome unto this house." These testimonies are 
antly sufficient^ to show to every reasonable 

that the salvation which those believers had 
ed, and were admonished to ** work otU^^^ was 
tuted of the doctrinal and practical principles of 
ospel in which they stood, surrounded by an un- 
[ng, superstitious and persecuting world, 
[n what manner were they to work out this sal* 
, or the ennobling, and purifying,and happifying 
pies constituting the salvation which they had 
ed, and which was therefore their ** own 1" — 
y by continuing to act upon these excellent prin- 
, being governed by the same pure motives, and 
hing the holy disposition, which were exhibited 
3 blessed Redeemer-^rgoing on^ exemplifying, 
ating and enforcing the glorious truths of the 
il, by the punctual exercise of charity, mercy 
3ace, among mankind. This is the way they 
to ** work out" their " own salvation.*' A con- 
ion of this glorious truth, may be seen in Paul's 
to the Elebrews. ** Therefore, leaving the first 
pies of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 
stion, not laying again the foundation of repen- 

from dead works, and of faith towards God." 
the same sentiment which we find in the text, is 
5ed. They were to leave the dooXtxftaX. \Kii^Na^ 



christiaDity, in a measure, and go on unto perfection, 
in working out^ or reducing those doctrinal tenets to 
daily practice. 

But what are we to understand by the " fear and 
trembling*' with which we are to work out the princi- 
ples of the Gospel ? I answer Nothing more nor 
less, than -that humility, and self abasement, and vir- 
tuous diffidence, which every true christian feels, 
when going forward in the faithful discharge of his 
religious obligations, and realizing his responsibilities, 
his imperfections, the difficulties he is compelled to 
encounter, and the dangers to which he is exposed of 
being led estray by the seductions of error and the 
flatteries of a delusive world. It is perfectly consis- 
tent to '* work out," or illustrate and exemplify the 
principles of the Gospel " with fear and trembling. ^^ 
This is the manner in which acdvatiorit or the received 
principles of Gospel truth, was worked out^ by the 
primitive disciples. What does Paul say to his Co- 
rinthian ' brethren, in reference to the feelings that 
agitated his mind, while he labored among them as a 
preacher of divine truth and grace ? Hear him, '^ I 
was with you with fear and trembling^' Hear him 
again, where in his second letter to the same brethren, 
he is highly commending their sincerity, zeal and 
faithfulness, and speaking of the effect which his pri 
vate representation of thepi had had upon the mind of 
.Titus — '* And his inward affection is more abundant 
towards you, while he remembers the obedience of 
you all, how with /ear and trembling ye received him*" 
Once more ; Paul says to his £phesian brethren, 
^'Be obedient with /ear and frembl^." But the tei- 
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ttroony adduced, is more than sufficieDt to ettablish 
the view which we have taken of this matter of fear 
and trembling ; and also to show, that it was not the 
apprehension of death, divine wrath, and everlasting 
perdition, which caused ftar and Irem6(tng among the 
primitive disciples of Christ, while thej were hearti- 
ly engaged in the glorious cause of their Master — 
in working out, or illustrating in their lives and con- 
duct, their << own salvation/' the salvation which they 
had joyfully received through the grace of God. And 
I will only add, that I have, in this article, endeavored 
to correct what I consider an injurious error, and 
shall leave the result for time and circumstances, aid- 
ed by the energies of the Divine Spirit, to determine. 
*' Truth i9 mighty, and it must prevail'' 



CHAPTER VII. 



INFINITY OF SIN. 



The doctrine of the infinity of sin has long been 
hold by the great majority of professed Christians, as 
an established truth in theology of which it was infi- 
delity to cherish a doubt, and against which It was 
criminal to suggest an argument And this has not 
only long hten the case, but it still coniinutB to be re- 
ceived as an all-important sentiment in the popular re- 
ligion of the day. How mankind obtained this no- 
tion, or from whence it was derived, I shall not under- 
take to explain ; but in their endeavors to sustain the 
position that sin f# infinite, its ad^ocaXtta cilxs^u ^^^ 
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sent us wkh the following argument — ^* sin is a viola' 
tion of Go<Fs law — God is an infinite Being — th&re^ 
fore^ ma is an offenco to an infinite Being, and must 
of consequence be infinite." Now for the sake of 
the argument, we will admit the correctness of this 
reasoning ; and then contend upon the same princi- 
pie of logic, that human virtue is infinite. Virtue is 
obedience to God's law-^God is an infinite Being — 
therefore, virtue is pleasing to an infinite Beingj and 
must of consequence be infinite. But will the gener- 
ality of Christians thus abide by the legitimate result 
of their own reasoning ? Certainly not ; for as hu- 
man virtue is possessed in some degree by every intel- 
ligent being, the argument would prove too much ; 
every intelligent being would be infinitefy virtuous 
and infinitely vicious — every intelligent being would 
merit both infinite reward and infinite punishment ! 
But if vice is infinite, because it is a violation of a law 
given by an infinite Being, I cannot perceive why 
virtue is not infinite, as it is a conformity to a law 
given by an infinite Being. That is said to be ''a 
poor rule which will not work both ways," and cer- 
tainly the saying will most perfectly apply in the case 
under notice. — ^Butto proceed: 

Do those who endeavor to maintain the popular 
view of this subject, pretend to give us any Bibh au- 
thority for their conclusions % O yes ; they cite Job 
2*2 : 5, and w&dd cite Itfy more such passages if they 
could only find tbeni; but unfortunately thoie is not 
another text in the Bible where ^'infinite** is ever 
cooffieeted m any way with^sid. The only passa^^ 
therefore f to wWeh they ^au le^oil va this-^-** Is ne^ 
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iky wiekedaess igmt and ihine iniqoitiils iofiBite !" 
But who- asked Job this questioQ f Was k God I O 
xio ; it was Eliphaz the Temmte, one of Job's prores- 
sed friends. But did Eltphaz mean to be understood 
that the sins of Job were iafioite in magnitude^ or in 
iiaraber 9 If in magnitpde, why did he use the pkh 
m^ number f There was no propriety in this ; for if 
sin he infinite, one of Job's transgressions was of as 
great magnitude as the whole of them. But I think 
it very evident from the contest that Eliphaz used the 
term infinite in reference, not to the magnitude, but to 
the number o£ Job's iniquities; for he immediately ex- 
pkiins his meaning. In the next verse he says: ** For 
tiiou bast taken a pledge from thy brother for naught; 
thou hast stripped the naked of their clothing. Thou 
hast not given water to the thirsty to drink ; and thou 
hast withholden bread from the hungry. Thon hast 
sent widows away empty ; and the arms of the fath- 
erkss have been broken* And^thoU gayest, how doth 
(rod know 1 Can lie judge through the dark doud f^ 
Why «.re all these iniquities specified if siti in its na- 
ture be infinite ? But again 9 if the siniBof Job were 
infinite either in magnitude or Bumberi they might 
have been more than infinite ; for Job was certainly 
not as wicked as he might have been, had he followed 
Khe advice of his wife, which was to abandon his com- 
mendahle patience, curse God and die ! 

But it is evident that Eliphaz did not mean to have 
the term *' infinite," as applied to the sina of J db, un- 
derstood in its proper and full sense. This word is 
frequently used in the Scripiurea m ^ ^^^^^ «kiss«r.^ 
fin c/s/^m'iies only what is uncommoTA^ ^\«oXv^^^^ 
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by no meaos infinite. The Prophet Nahum' certainly 
used the word in this sense when he said, ** Take ye 
the spoil of silver ; and take ye the spoil of gold ; 
for there is none end of the store." The original term 
here rendered ^' none end,'' is elsewhere rendered tn- 
finiie. I will cite one example. In the 3d ch. of Na- 
hum, 0th verse, the Prophet says ** Ethiopia and 
Egypt were her strength, and it was infinite,^* Here 
it is asserted that the strength of Ethiopia and Egypt 
was infinite^ Can any such declaration be found in 
relation to the magnitude of sin ? No, not in the Bi- 
ble. But who is credulous enough to suppose that 
the strength of Ethiopia and Egypt was strictly and 
properly infinite 1 All the passage was ever inten- 
ded to tnean, was, that the power of Ethiopia and 
Egypt was very great, compared with other contem- 
porary nations or kingdoms. 

This is evidently the nature of EHphaz, meaning 
in the case of Job ; and yet, he does not assert that 
Job's sins were infinite, either in magnitude or number ; 
he only, in the heat of his zeal, proposes the ques- 
tioa : But, that Eiiphaz was torong^ even in this^ ia 
rendered evident by the declaration of Jehovah, who 
says '^unto Eiiphaz the Temanite^ my wrath is kin- 
dled against thee, and against thy two friends ; for ye 
have not spoken of me the things that are right as 
my servant Job hath." Eiiphaz, then, was a false 
teoeher ; he euggested that sin was infinite ; but even 
he did not aaeert it ; and this is all the evidence that 
the Bible furnishes in proof of the infinity op sin. 
Let the deceived child of poj^ular tradition blush at his 
(unfounded assumption \ 

i 



CHAPTER VIII. 

«* THE SECOND DEATH/' 

I can think of nothing which appears to me of 
higher importance in securing the good order and 
happiness of society, in this age of reh'gious mania 
and extravagance, than a rational and consistent 
understanding of the Scriptures. [t must he con- 
ceded hy every candid and well informed man, that 
a want of this mental embellishment, in connexion 
with that consumniate credulity with which the want 
of this important acquisition is generally associated, 
has been, and now is,^tho cause of nine-tenths o^ the 
moral evil so conspiciously prevalent in Christendom. 
Hence it is the duty of every philanthropist to con- 
tribute to that fund of information which we (hidk 
roust eventually overturn the vile inventions of 
aspiring ecclesiastics, and set the captive mind at lib- 
erty. 

*' For *tis a fearful sight to see 
So many maniacs dancing in their chttins; 
They gaze upon the links that hM thei^ £iist, 
With eyes of anguish execrate their lot, 
Then shake them in despair and dmot agiiih.*' 

The phrase which heads this article is found in the 
Revelation of St« John^ chapter ii : ll,xx : 6, l4, 
and xxi : 8 ; and I know of no Bible language which 
is relied on with more confidence, or appealed to more 
frequently, in support of infinite vengeance, than 
this. As the second death evidently refers to a jtrst 
death-r-the common opinion is, that the iifst death ^Ht 
actually the dissolution of Ihe \>oft7) "^^^^^ ^Si^!^\w^ 
death, the endless and irretrievable datKiJa>J«i«wi^^^o^2^ 



169 ILLUSTRATIONS 

8<ml and body immediately after the general resurree- 
tioo. Whether this opinion be true and proper, or 
whether it be false and improper, is our object now to 
ascertain. Let it then be remarked. 

1. That an inconsistency must be discoverable in 
the common opinion, for, agreeably to this opinion, 
the death of which we are speaking is as radically 
different from that death to which it is second^ as spi^^ 
is from matter^ or life from decUh, The death of the 
body, allowing the inspired writers to teach the truth, 
consists in an entire extinction of life with every ani- 
mal sensation ; hence it is, with the utmost propriety, 
said — 'Hhe dead know not anything — in the day they 
die their thoughts perish^ their love, and their hatred, 
and their envy are perished — there is no wisdom 
nor device nor knowledge in the state of the dead/' 
Now, is the secfmd death, which is said to take place 
immediately after the general resurrection from thb 
state of natural death, in any respect, whatever, smim- 
lor to this f Certainly not ; for it is said to be a 
state of the keenest sensations — of infinite pains, and 
groans, and lamentations. Where now is the propri- 
ety of calling such a state as this, the second death % 
Would it not be much more proper and consistent to 
oall it a second life, seeing, while we are blessed 
with animal life, we are subject to pain, sorrow, and 
disappointment ? In this view of the subject there 
would bp a striking similarity ; whereas, according to 
tho common opinion, there would be none. From 
what has been seen, we must conclude that a wrong 
application has been made of the term ^'second death ;''^ 
we sbail tb^rotore proceed, 
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!• To poiDt out, agreeably to reason and reveiatioo, 
the true meaning of the above oft repeated phrase. 
Let it be remarked then, that the first time we meet 
with this remarkable passagOi is in the second chap, 
of Revelation as above cited. There the Reveiator, 
in writing .to the church of Smyrna, and speaking of 
the many trials and difficulties which was about to 
come upon them, by the hands of those who said they 
were Jews, but were not, but were of the synagogue 
of the adversary, says '* He that overcometh shall 
not be hurt of the second death." It would bo well 
for the reader to remember (hat this remark was made 
to a Chrislian churchy and that it plainly intimates to 
us, and was designed to inform thenif that if (hey 
should fail of overcoming those trials of their faith, 
which they were destined to meet, they should be hurt 
of the second death. 

Now by a little careful, unprejudiced attention to 
the subject^ it is easy to discover what is here meant 
by the second death. The church to whom this re- 
mark was applied, had been gathered from among 
Pagan idolaters, whose moral state before their con- 
version to the Christian religion, is called deaths in the 
language of the illustrious apostle to the Gentiles. — 
In his epistle to the Ephesians he says, *' But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us, even when wc were dead in nnSf hath 
quickened us together with Christ." That Pagan 
idolatry^ and Jewish blindness, are represented as a 
state of dea/&, from which the Gospel of Christ was 
designed to quicken and raise thjem^ no ^^xifoTk ^ 
information aad candor will attemi^l Vo^^^teort ^)^>- 
tjoo. 
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Jesus said ; ** The hour is coming, and nonr Is, 
when the dead shall hear the voi'^e of the Son of God, 
and they that hear shall live.'' St. John says, *» We 
know that we have passed from death unto life^ be- 
cause we love the brethren,'' Is it not from these 
circumstances, clearly proven that all men, at the an- 
nunciation of the glad news of the Gospel truth, both 
Jews and Gentiles, were in a state of motal death t— 
If this p6iTit is conceded, tben it is proper to consider 
this the first death in the sense of the passage which 
heads the present remarks. The time had then ar- 
rived when the Gospel truth of life and immortality 
quickened and raised all true believers to newness of 
life, uniting them to Christ by a new and living faith 
— ** Yield yourselves'' says Paul f* unto God, as those 
that are alive from the dead^^^ &c. Those Gentiles, 
which were associated in the church at Smyrna, had 
bee» made alive unto God by faith in Christ. Hence, 
rejecting and despising the idols which they had pre- 
viously worshipped, they exposed themselves to the 
roost outrageous persecutions, of which St. John, 
from the isle of Patmos, reminds them, telh'ng them, 
at the same time, that those who should remain stead- 
fast and overcome those trials should not be ••hurt of 
the second death" — as much as to say, if you remain 
rooted and grounded in the faith which you have es- 
poused, continuing steadfast through all those ap- 
proaching troubles and persecutions of which I have 
told you, then you shall not fall back again into that 
state of death from which, by the grace of God, you 
Aave been de^h'vered, \^ich to you >woM\dcftHainly be 
a ^^4^cand^deMh.'' 
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In the ranmrks mftde to the minister of the eharch 
of Sardis, we are apprized that this secoad death 
had then actually been realized — See 8d chap. 1 verse* 
'*! kaow thy works, that thou hast a name that thou 
livest and art dead," This death was the efl^t of 
having defiled their garments, which shows that they 
had'Once been clean — See 4th verse — ** Thou hast a 
PBW names, even in Sardi5>, which have not defiled 
their garments, and they shall walk with me in white, 
for they are worthy." 

Does the reader wish for a clearer ilhistration f — 
These backsliding members of the church of Sardis 
Had been washed by conversion to the truth of the 
Gospel ; their garments were made *<clean in the blood 
of the Lamb''— they had been made alive in Christ, , 
'w^hich clearly evinces that they were dead. But now 
'^e behold them with their ** garments defiled," aban- 
doned to their former prejudices and gross supersti* 
^lon ; dead to every good word and work. Will any 
^iie now pretend that this was not the second dioih to 
^Heni ; when it is so conclusively shown that they had 
OUce before been dead; subsequent to which they had 
^en quickened and made alive in Christ. But the 
R^velator further observes, (3 chap. 5 verse,) that 
*' He that overcometh, the same shall be dressed in 
^Hite raiment ; and I will not blot out his name out of 
the book of life, but I will confess his name before 
'^^^r Father and before his angels." Nothing can be 
"^^ore evident, than that those Apostles who had *'de- 
^^^d their garments" had abandoned the faith, and had 
^ot overcomo, but were under the domluvoii o^ \2Bft 
*^^099d death ; ibeir nanus were, as a m^iXVet o^ csw.n^'^ 
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«« blotted out of the book of Kfe," wbich clearly 
shows that they were oiice tmi^eii /fccre,^ The ** book 
of lift)*' is mentioned eight iiines ia the Bible, lee^ 
times by the Revelator, and once by Paul toibo Phi- 
lippiaus. In every instance, it is htunbly beIieYed» it 
alludes to the Gospel covenanty which is a roinistcation 
or book of life, . He nee, to become a firm believer, 
an huroble and devout follower of Ohrist, is to^hafe 
our. names written in the book of life ; and to aposti- lov 
tize from the faith of the Gospel, prove recreant to a^ 
4he holy spirit of truth divine, is to have our names 
*< blotted out" of the "book of life, and out of the 
holy city," and to to fall under the dominion of the 1**^ 
'^Eecond death.*' 

But while we are upon the subject of the <f book of 
life,*' though it be rather a digression, 1 must beg the 
privilege of introducing a paragraph from Dr. Adam 
Clarke, on Luke x : 20, ** Because your nati/us tett 
'WriUen in heaven.^^ 

^* This form of speech fs taken from the ancient r 
custom of writing the names of all the^ citizens in a *^ 
public register, that the several famih'es might be 
known, and the inheritance properly preserved. Tb«s 
custom is still observed even in these kingdoms, though 
not particularly noticed. Every child that is bornia 
the land is ordered to be registered ; and this register 
is generally kept in the parish church, or in sataO 
public place of safety. Such a register as this is call- 
ed in Phil, iv : 3— Kev. iii : 5, &c. the book of ^^9 
i, e. the book or register where the persons were en- 
ro7/ed as they cowic into life. It a^^ee«s also prtto*-" 
We, that when any person d\e^, ot Xi^Xwt^'-ssK^^c^**" 
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ly, ills name was sought out and erased from the book, 
to preveut any confusion that might happen in conae- 
queace of improper persons laying claim to an estate^ 
and to cut off the utmorihy from the rights and privi* 
leges of the peaceable, upright citizens.'' 

The Doctor concludes by citiiTg a number of pas- 
sagies where this phrase is used, both in a Kteral and 
ffiom/ sense. From thtSi the utmost propriety is dis- 
coverable in the figurative language of the Apostle 
and the Revelator, which forms the foundation of our 
present labors. Every person, Jew or Gentile, be- 
coming a convert to the truth of the Christian religion 
'* comes into life,*^ his name is registered in htavenj or 
" (^e hook of lifeJ^ But if he becomes unworthy of 
the cause he has espoused, or becomes dead to the 
life, power, and spirit, of the kingdom into which he 
has been bom — his name is forthwith erased, or blot' 
ted out from the Gospel blessings, and he realizes at 
once all the horrors of a second death and his last es- 
tate is worse than his first. Notwithstanding the ex- 
hortations, admonitions and threatenings of the prim- 
itive teachers were generally directed to particular 
churches, still we may with the greatest propriety ap- 
ply them to all countries where the Gospel has been 
pyoclaimed — to all people in all circumstances. But 
^fter all, I can see no necessity nor propriety in ex- 
t.^nding the consequences of our good or bad actions 
^— our Jaith or want of faith, into eternity. The 
^ible furnishes no authority for such extension,. and 
certainly it is productive of no moral good and much 
l3iora] evil. 
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I have extended this chapter to a much greater 
length than I intended in the commencement, and 
still the one-half is not told— but enough, perhaps, 
has been said to furnish a clue by which to unravel 
the mysterious envelope, which has, in the minds of 
thousands, obscured the true meaning of the term 
'< second death.'' 

I shall now, wishing the reader all the pure bliss 
which a true and consistent faith can inspire, take my 
leave of the subject 



V 

CHAFTJSA IZ. 

A FEW DOCTRINAL QUERIES. 

In the general epistle of Jude we read ai^ follows : 
^^ Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about 
them, giving themselves over to fornication, and going 
after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suf- 
fering the vengeance of eternal fire.*' 

We do not design to give in the present article our 
opinion of this text ; there is no particular necessity 
for it We only wish to make a few remarks in re- 
gard to the commonly received opinion relative to its 
meaning, and suggest a few queries. 

It is zealously contended by our Partialist friends, 
that the ^* eternal fire" here spoken of, means endless 
suffering ; hence, it is confidently argued that all the 
inhabitants of the five cities of the plain, with the ex- 
ception of Lot and his two daughters, were consigned 
/o endless despair and wietchedueBB, becBuse they 
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were not righteous. And yet, the old stereotyped doc- 
trine of Calvin, which teaches the endless damnation 
of infants, is generally rejected. 

And now, reader, how many infanta do you suppose 
there must have heen in those five cities ? Is it not 
reasonahle to conclude that there were several hun- 
dreds, nay, thousands t This, it is presumed, will not 
be denied. Were they all set •* forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire I" This must 
be admitted, for they were notrtg-^^cotw, although they 
were perfectly innocent and harmless. Now will you, 
or will the advocates for the popular understanding 
of this text, contend that such a vast number of in' 
fcmis, who are mentioned by our Savior as examples 
of moral innocence and harmlessness, were thus 
hurried from the earth, and plunged into the horrible 
pit of infinite perdition and misery, to suffer the most 
excruciating tortures world without end ? And how 
can this painful conclusion be avoided, if the common 
understanding of the text be the true one 1 

We will wait patiently for some good partialist 
fcrother ta inform us relative to this matter. But at 
present, we must rest in the belief, either that the 
text has been grossly perverted, or that infant damna^ 
tion is sanctioned by the word of God ; an idea which 
•we verily think, would disgrace the creed of a Hot- 
tentot if embraced therein. 



SECTIOH TI. 

RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY. 

CHAPTEH r. 

A GLORIOUS PROMISE. 

esus Christ, on witnessing the slavery of his Jew- 
brethren to the vain traditions of men, says ** Ev- 
plant which my Heavenly Father hath not plant* 
shall be rooted up." Reader, can we rationally 
:e confidence in this declaration ? If so, is not the 
diction perfectly calculated to fill the virtuous soul 
h ecstatic joy and perpetual rejoicing ? The 
rid, is, ''and ever has been, flooded with vain and 
rildering traditions, which ob^cure the resplendent 
uties of divine truth, destroy the hopes of that ul- 
ate perfection and glory which awaits the disen- 
iUed soul of every intelligent creature, and fill the 
rid with doubts, and fears, and crimes, which are 
entially and wholly inconsistent with the present 
ce and happiness of mortal man. But their bounds / J 

set — their existence is limited — their ai^nihilation / 
nevitable. Love, and truth, and grace will suc- 
d ; light, and life, and liberty will prevail ,* virtue, 
I glory, and immortality will triumph ; while j[»er- 
ion, and bliss, and incorruption will consummate 
peace, and union, and salvation of all God's Intel- 
nt creation. This is as sure as^the existence of 
d, the divine authority of Christ's mission, and the 
nufability of Heaven's designs, and laws, and pur- 
68. Forget not the declaration of Christ : " Eve- 
laat which my Heavenly "FaXYvex W\)cvtio\.^\^utfid, 



CHAPTER II* 

CONSISTENCY OF DR. CLARKE. 

Dr. Adam Clarke was evidently a learned man ; 
t>ut, that he was a man of extraordinary penetration 
of mind, we very seriously doubt. It is well known 
by all who have perused his celebrated Commentary, 
that he attempts stoutly to maintain the popular doc- 
trine of a future general judgment. But this learned 
Doctor, if I can understand plain English, has made 
a concession in favor of an opposite doctrine, which 
confirms me in the conclusion, that education had 
done much more for him than nature. Otherwise he 
must have foreseen the difiiculties into which he had 
thrown himself, which he evidently did not. I have 
particular reference to the Doctor's comments on 
Matt. xvi. 27, 29. ** For the Son of man shall come 
in the glory of his Father, with the angeb; and then 
he shall reward every man according to his works. 
Verily I say unto you. There be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of 
man coming in his kingdom." 

Comment on verse 27. 

*' For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father" * This seems to refer to Dan. viL 13, 14 
— '* Behold, one like the Son of man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. And there 
was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him : his dominion is an everlasting dotnuvvycL^ ^Vc^ 
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- shall not pass awaj, aad his kingdom, that which shall 
not be destroyed." This was the glorious mediatorial 
kingdom which Jesus Christ was about to set up, by 
tlie destruction of the Jewish nation and polity, and 
the diffusion of the gospel through the whole world. 
If the words be taken in this sense, the angela or mes- 
sengorsiinay signify the Apostle and successors in the 
sacred ministry, preaching the gospel in the power of 
the Holy Ghost It is very likely that the words do 
not apply to the final judgment, to which they are gen- 
erally referred ; but to the wonderful display of God's 
grace and power after the day of Pentecost.' 

CottMBNf ox VERSi:28. 

*' "Itherie be some standing here, which shaU not 
taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming 
ih hia kingdom.'^ * This verse seems to confirm the 
above explanation, as our Lord evidently speaks of 
the esttablishment of the Christian Church after the 
day of Pentecost, andits final triumph after the des- 
truction of the Jewish polity— as if he had said — *«Some 
of you, my disciples, shall continue to live until these 
things take place.'' The destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the Jewish economy, which our Lord here pre- 
dicts, took place about forty-three years after this — 
and some of the persons now with him, doubtless sur- 
vived that period, and witnessed the extension of the 
Messiah's kingdom— and our Lord told them these 
things before, that when they came to pass they might 
be confirmed in the faith, and expect an exact fulfil- 
ment of all the other promises and prophecies which 
concerned the extension and support of the kingdom 
of Christ. 
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To his kingdom^ or i» Ms kingdom. Instead of, 
BatUeiOj kingdom, four MSS. later Syriac, Captie^ 
ElhiopiCf Saxon^ and one copy of the jStVo, with sev- 
eral of the primitive Fathers, read doxe^ glort, and 
|o this is added, iou patros au/oti, of his Father, hy 
three MSS. and the versions mentioned before. This 
makes the passage a little more conformable to the 
passage before quoted from Daniel — and it must ap- 
pear very clearly, that the whole passage speaks not 
of a future judgment, but of tho destruction of the 
Jewish polity — and the glorious spread of Christianity 
in the earth, by the preaching of Christ crucified, by 
the Apostles ' and their immediate successors in the 
Christian Church/ 

Here it will be seen, that Dr. Clarke admits the 
second coming of Christ, as above described, notwith- 
standing he contends for a general judgment at the 
close of time. The declaration of Christ is perfectly 
plain : ** The Son of man shall come," &c. *'and then 
{when the Son of man shall come) he shall reward 
every man according to his toorks,*^ What is the Doc- 
tor's general future judgment for 1 If for any thing, 
it must be to reward them over again I If this is not 
the object, what in the name of reason is it for? This 
big gun of Methodistism has certainly admitted that 
men are rewarded according to their work ia this mode 
of existence. If this can be relied upon as the truths 
who will undertake to show why another judgment- 
day is necessary ? We would humbly ask those who ■ 
contend so zealously for a future judgment — la it Cc^'^ 
the putpose of rewarding men a,ccoT^\xi% Va "^fiKvt 
9PorAs ? Certainly not, if the Batlot \& cot^c«^c\%^^ 

*0 
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ybM\Kt^*neen hi% volantary ladmission, that tUs re- 
WiGiYd 18 alr^dy administered in this world. This is 
Doctor Clarke's amaisUncy^ and I wish I conld sajin 
truth, lliat he was aloru in such contradictions. 

I need only remark, in conclusion, that the exposi- 
tion which the Doctor has given of the 27th and 28ih 
yerses of Matt, xvi., is not far from what I conceive 
to be the truth. I wish he liad been so consistent fn 
relation to isome other matters contained in his wri- 
tings. But upon the whole, I thank him for the assis- 
tance he has rendered to Universalists, although I 
presume it was unintentional on his part. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE BIBLE. 

There are no conditions, relations or obligatioi^ 
esistifig among the frail children of men, that are 
ovelrlodked or passed by in the sacred writings. The 
Bible is emphatically a book which contains the richest 
instfuctions, the most valuable -admonitions, the most 
glorious promises and the most excellent lessons in 
r^ard to dvery thing which concerns the moral con- 
dition of rational and dependent beings. 

Prom its inspired pages, the philosopher may de- 
rive the most convincing arguments and illustrations 
— the naturalist the most extensive aid— ^the moralat 
QiO'lnoist important assistance — the politician tbeinMwt 
fm/aabhle8aoa»o( nationaV econom^j — ^<^xi!Al^vi«1<& 
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durciple of Jesus the be$t of a,]l precepts, examples 
and encouragements in well-doing. Therein kings 
and all civil rulers are instructed how to govern and 
how. to promote the prosperity and happiness of their 
subjects — subjects are taught obedience, faithfulness 
and fidelity to their rulers — parents are instructed 
how to govern and treat their children — children how 
to esteem, reverence and obey their parents ; masters 
how to use and control their servants ; servants how 
to feel and conduct themselves towards their masters 
— husbands to love, cherish and protect their wlves^- 
wives properly to regard, reverence and respect their 
husbands — ^and brothers and sisters to feel for and 
conduct themselves kindly and affecti^ately towards 
each other. Therein is found the most wholesome 
advice to nations, societies of all kinds, families and 
neighborhoods — and the way is therein clearly point- 
ed out, how we may become richf virtuous, useful 
and happ]^ here, and obtain and perpetuate the ration- 
al and animating hope of changeless and immortal 
perfection and glory in the worid to come. 

O, how can any one lightly esteem or lightly speak 
of this invaluable gift of God to man ! We would 
ever be guided by its councils, comforted by its 
hopes, admonished by its threatenings, and happi- 
fied^by its gracious promises thro' life and in death* 

I would here, if I had room, urge upon all liberal 
Christians, the propriety and groat utility of institu- 
ti^g and supporting Bi$lb classes in every society 
and neighborhood, where it is practicable. ;Ti)isis 
evidmUy laae of the beat meana t)t i^t^xw^\*^Vi?Q8^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

^ LADY'S SOLILOQUY. 

" Well, really, I havfe been to a Univerealist meet- 
ing. I wonder what people will say about it. I hope 
there are not many who know that I have been there, 
for I shall be almost despised by all my present asso- - 
ciates. They have often spoken of that meeting in 
terms of the utmost contempt ; yes, and I have join- 
ed with (hem too. Out I have been there and heard 
for myself« I don't believe the doctrine, but 1 see no- 
thing in the preaching that looks to me unreasonable ; 
and certainly the preacher fully proved what he 
preached, from Scripture. I never heard so much of 
the Bible quott^d in a sermon in all my life before. — • 
But O, I dread to see any one — I shall feel so sheep- 
ish. Well, I don't think I shall be seen there again ; 
though, if it were not for the speech of people, and 
the overwhelming contempt which it would bring up- 
on me from Mr. P 's church, I should really take 

pleasure in dropping in once in a while and hearing 
what appears to me reasonable and consistent, though 
I do not believe it. 

•* O, there comes Mrs. H ; she has found out 

where Pve been ; she will feel very much disappoin- 
ted and grieved, for she has frequently said thj^^ she 
would as soon go into a den of thieves as to such a 
meeting. (Jane, put that Universalist Hymn Book 
out of sight.) How shall I apologize f O, I will 
tell her that my husband had the curiosity to go once, 
andiaaisted iipon my going m\Yi Yam •, %xi^ omx^^ ta- 
Jfpect to himj I rtlucianil^ cotv«enXe^ Xo %o,\sn3X ^w5\. 
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think I shall do so mach molenee to my own crnitctence 
and character as to comply with his wishes again. I 
think, under these circumstances, I shall be forgiven 
for this time, at least : and if I go again, it shall be in 
the emningi and I will be careful to slip in unobserved 
and get a seat in some place where I shall not be re- 
cognized — for it is very painful to my feelings to be 
so luUchdled and Juimmered as J must be in the present 
instance, by all my friends and respectable associates. 
Why, she has really gone by ! I am heartily glad — 
for I have this time, at least, got rid of telling about a 
dozen Ues^ as an apology for doing no harm ! But I 
want to be respected^ and in order for this I must be a 

little hypocriticaU Mrs. H told me the other day, 

that she had much rather ^acrt^ce her moral principle 
than her popularity — and she said, that she thought it 
was much better to be a hypocrite^ respected by the 
popular classes, than to be a sincere Ghrialian^ disres- 
pected, persecuted and despised. And she is not the 
only one that has intimated as much. And I suppose 
that I shall hctve to follow their rule. But I shall 
never forget the Universalist sermon. And the ser- 
mon was in perfect accordance with the principles 
laid down in the text which the preacher read, from 
Job XX. 5 : ' The joy of the hypocrite is but for a 
moment.' O, I wish I was as far from the besetting 
and widely prevailing sin of hypocrisy as I believe 
■■■ I ought to be, to be a good Christian. At all 
events, if I don't go to that meeting any more, my 
neighbors can't prevent me from thinking upon what 
I have heard. And if I am careful to keep my 
thoughts to myself, they will forgvve tcv^ tort >Jcia •^^^^ 
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and honor me as usual for the future. Yes, I musi 
be a hfpocrile^ or lose my good name and my popularity 
— there is no alternative.'' 

How it finally turned out with the individual ahove 
noticed,' we do not know ; but we have reason to be- 
lieve that there are many in her situation precisely. 
And we do know that there* are many "highly 
respected and pious" church members, who are gov- 
erned in their feelings by the same principles ex- 
pressed by Mrs. H . God have mercy upon their 

depraved hearts, and bring them to a knowledge of 
their own real characters ! They profess to be one 
thing, when, in reality, they are another ; and this 
they feel bound to do, rather than forfeit the smiles 
and the approbation of the proud, the haughty, the 
self-exalted hypocrite and vile sycophant. 

But the day is coming, when the mask will be 
thrown off— when moral honesty, virtue and truth 
will be respected and duly honored — and when the 
hand of persecution, the tongue of deceit and slan- 
der, and the poisonous breath of religious prejudice, 
shall lose their power in promoting the evils of sin 
and death. 



CH AFTER V. 

GOD'S FURY. 



In speaking of Sodom, Dr. Watts holds the folloi 
ing strong and emphatic language : 

"This Sodom felt and feels it still 
And roars beneath the eternal toady 

With endless burnings wha can dwell, 
Or bear the fu&i ol «l Qg^V* 
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Bat ia direct contradiction to the Doctor'js traditionary 
conclusion, and tlie similar conclusion of all who be- 
lieve in " endless burnings," the Almighty says by 
the prophet Isaiah, (xxvii. 4,) ^^Fury %$ not in me." 

Did the learned Dr. understand the literal definition 
of the word "/wry ,•" and do those understand it, who 
now follow his blasphemous example, in charging the 
God of heaven with acting under the horrid impulse 
of a ferocious passion ? We will give the true defini- 
tion of the word, and then the reader may decide for 
himself. ** Furious — mad, phrenetick, raging.'* This 
is the definition given by our English lexicographers, 
and we have never seen it defined differently. Hence 
the Dr. and all who Agree with him, must contemplate 
the Deity in the horrible light of a **mad, phrenetick 
and raging*^ tyrant. O, inconsistency ! of what rank 
impiety art thou guilty ! 

But it may be contended, that the Scriptures repre- 
sent God as coming out in fury upon his sinful chil- 
drea« True ; but we must not so understand the Bi- 
ble as to make it contradict itself. And we have just 
proved from Isaiah, that *' fury is not in God.'' We 
will therefore endeavor to reconcile these two repre- 
sentations. 

1 . Fury, in its literal import, cannot be ascribed to 

the Father of our spirits, for **he is good" — he is 
*• gracious" — he is "unchangeable" — he is " merciful 
and jusi'' — his nature is *' love"— his attributes are in- 
finitely amiable and perfect — and we should view him 
as "the God and Father of all,'' in whom " we live, 
and move, and have our being." We a\\ow\d\a^^ Vccw^ 
for his perfections, praise him foT \i\a ^*\onvc\^ '^^V 
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nesB," and serve him from a feeling sense of his un- 
changing benevolence to the children of men. To as- 
cribe fury, therefore, to God, in the common under- 
standing of the term, is the very height of blasphe- 
my and temerity. But 

2. Fury may be attributed to God in a metaphorical 
sense, that is, the providential events that are fre- 
quently experienced, looking at them according to 
present appearances, and with reference only to the 
immediate consequences, are such as we would natu- 
rally suppose might proceed from a man in a state of 
rage and anger. So that, when God is said to pour 
out his anger, fury, &c. on persons, or on a nation, it 
is a figurative expression, for dispensing afflictive 
providences, which, nevertheless, are dispensed with 
the benevolent design of promoting the ultimate good 
of the sufferers. This however, is not the sense in 
which Dr. Watts uses the word, nor is it the sense in 
which it is generally used by religionists. All those 
sects who believe in vindictive and infinite torture, 
use the word, when applied to the Deity, according to 
its common and literal import. The explanation 
which we have given, however, reconciles Scripture 
with Scripture, and does no violence to the holy char- 
acter of our kind Father in heaven. Itisihe ooly 
sense in which we should understand the "fury" of 
God, and many other similar metaphorical expres- 
sions ; ** but we must be very careful/' says a cele- 
brated writer, « not to attribute human infinnity, 
wms^'OTmakvohnct to the JDe%,'» 
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REMARKS ON JUDB 10. 

** Bat these ^petk evil of those thmgs which thej know ooi." 

From this short epistle, we learn that there were 
those in the Apostolic age, who, by an amalgamation 
of Heathenism, Judaism and Christianity, had so cor- 
rupted the system of divine truth, as to render it a 
cruel curse to mankind, instead of a blessing. The 
•compound doctrine which these infatuated characters 
had invented and adopted as the true system of reli- 
gion, was absurdly denominated Christianity. Its 
adherents were numerous and extremely zealous in 
the maintenance and promul^tion of their mysterious, 
contradictory, and deleterious opinions. The Apos- 
tle calls them *' ungodly men," and very justly accu- 
ses them of ** turning the grace of our God into las- 
civiodsness, and denying the only Lord God, and our 
XiOrd Jesus Christ ;*' and informs us, that by follow- 
ing the direction of their natural passions and propen- 
sities, they '< carrujfte4P* themselves. 

Some of the errors and crimes of which they were 
accused by the Apostle, are thus stated : '* For they 
have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after 
the error of Balaam Cot revxardf and perished in the 
gainsaying of Core." Again : '* These are murmur* 
ers, eompiainers^ walking after their own lusts ; and 
their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having 
men's persons in admiration because of advantage.^' 
^' These be they who separate themselves, sensual, 
having not the Spirit." Yes, and he concludes his 
description of their wickedness, ^>7 e»^vci^ ^^tsw 
** mockers.'* 
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The Apostle farther informs us in what light these 
men were held by the true disciples of a risen Sav- 
ior,and raises his warning voice against their contam- 
inating influence in religious society, in the following 
descriptive language : ^' These are spots in your feasts 
of charity, when they feast with you, feeding them- 
selves without fear : clouds they are without water, 
carried about of winds ; trees whose fruit withe reth, 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots ; 
raging waves Qf the sea, foaming out their oWn shame ; 
wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness forever." 

Such were the people, who ** crept in" to the Chris- 
tian church in ancient days, and under the " feigned'' 
name of Christians, attempted to sap the very foun- 
dation of '*the faith which was once delivered to the 
saints," and pervert the whole system of divine truth, 
brought to light through the gospel. And we have 
reason to fear that there are many of the same class 
of " corrupters" now engaged in a similar employ- 
ment. Whoever contemplates the present condition 
of the Church, must perceive that the same things 
are too frequently practised of which the Apostle com- 
plains. 

What is more common, even at the present day, 
than for a certain class of nominal Christians to 
** speak evil of those things which they know not," 
and to deny <* the only Lord God, and our Lord Je- 
, sus Christ," with imprecations, curses and slanders 
upon all who embrace *' the common salvation," or, 
what is the same thing, ^< the faith which was once 
delivered to the saints" % Omt hmxcvj^tq^sa ^^.tid zealous 
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opposers and calumniators constantly manifest the 
most profound ignorance in regard to the sentiments 
of the '^ sect which is every where spoken against." 
They are determined to read nothing that is designed 
to state and explain our sentiments. They are also 
determined to hear nothing in vindication of Univer- 
salism — and yett they seem to feel it their religious 
duty, not only to ^' speak evil of those things which 
they know not/' but to slander, vilify and abuse all 
those who embrace those ^'things," But we aniici* 
pate the time when 

''All creatures in heaven and earth shall revere ; 
No blind superstition shall deafen the ear :" 
When envy, and pride, and " rebeUion shall fall, 
And God our Creator become all in all." 

Reader, reflect candidly upon these things, and en- 
deavor to avoid the evil course pursued by the early 
corrupters of religious truth — and especially avoid 
** speaking evil of those things which you know 
not.'' 



CHAPTER VII. 

DAMNATION. 

Since this word has become so very fashionable, 
not only among the licentious and abandoned, but al- 
so among those who would wish to be thought better 
than their neighbors — and since it is frequently met 
with in the Bible, and very liberally applied by one 
religious sect to another, we have thought that it 
would not be amiss to ofier a few remarks upon it, 
with a design to clear it from that unauthorized mean- 
ing which is generally attached toil \s^ ^!Bfc^'^i^esiXiS^* 
Every person of any obseivalVoxx uiu'&X.Vtiq^ ^^^^«>s^ 
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word 18 generally used among religious people, to 6X^ 
press a total loss of the soul, or a state of endless and 
infinite sufifering under vindictive torture. "But this,' ' 
says Calmet, ** is not its proper import in all places." 
True, Mr. Calmet, and ire should be more inclined to 
credit the horrid dogma of endless suffering, if it 
could be proved that this was its meaning in any place, 
in the Bible. 

We will now notice a few "places'* where the 
word is found; and see whether it will admit of such 
a meaning. " In Matt, xxiii. 14> we read of * the 
greater damnation,' which evidently implies a Itssei^ 
damnation ; and in Rom. xiii. 2-r^l Cor. zi. 29 — and 
1 Tim. V. 12, we should read * condemnation,* or 
* judgment.^ '' (The reader will turn to the texts cited 
and read them.) 

T%U8 says Calmet, the learned biblical critic, who 
was a full Believer in endless misery, but had the 
moral honesty, like Dr. Clarke and many others, to 
ackAowIedge the true import and application of most 
of those words and phrases which the little lights who 
have substituted a noisy, ignorant and supercilious 
zeal, in the room of scientific knowledge and rational 
piety, delight in fulminatfng upon theif " hell-deserv- 
ing'' neighbors. 

Calmet farther observes ; *' Rom. xiv. 23, « he that 
doubteth is damned/ should he read * self-condemned* ; 
if he eat flesh, or any thing else which may oflend a 
weak brother." This damnation refers to the true 
disciples of Christ, and if they are to be damned eter- 
nally because they are scunetimes perpfexed with 
doubts and fears, who can be sai^d \ 
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But we have seen fiom Calmet, that damnation, 
lodgment, and condemnation are all derived fromtfce 
«^(ne original word. And if that word means end- 
less torment, most people find it in ihii warld-^nay 
«B— for Christ says, " for>«dg7ii^ [damnation] am I 
come into thia ivorld.'' And again, ^* Now is the 
judgment [damnation] of this world,'^ which would 
certainly prove too much, even for *• orthodoxy^' it- 
self. 

We would offer a few additional remarks^ but our 
limits forbid it* 



CHAPTER viii. 

A CHEERING REFLECTION. 

«' Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, God wilk 
towards men/'^Luke ii. 14* 

While Judah*s shepherds were watching their gra- 
zing flocks on the rural plains of Palestine, and the 
sable curtains of night were drawn around the eas- 
tern hemisphere, the surprising annunciation of Mes* 
siah's birth aroused their attention, and excited those 
fearful apprehensions which a long cherished super- 
stition had encouraged. But, as a necessary preludie 
to the important annunciation, and to calm the tumul- 
tuous agitation of the sensitive minds of his auditory, 
the heavenly messenger, in the true spirit of his mis«' 
sion, addressed the harmless shepherds in the gloom 
and -terror-dispelling — the peace-giving and benevo* 
lent language, * ^Fxae not;'^ and then proceeded to de- 
clare the joyful message, in which a sinful and degra-^ 
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ded world were deeply interested. *^ Behold, I brings 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people ; for unto you is born this day in the city of 
DaTid a Savior which is Christ the Lord." Immedi- 
ately upon this, a multitude of the heavenly hosts, 
having descended upon the wings of divine love and 
praise, uoited their melodious voices in sweetest con- 
cert, and filled the air with the following words, set to 
the thrilling music of the eternal world : *^ Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to- 
wards men*" 

In the peculiar circumstances briefiy presented in 
the foregoing paragraph, there is a sumptuous feast 
for. every reflecting and contemplative mind. The 
world was enveloped in the gloomy folds of intellect- 
ual and moral darkness — prophecy had long before 
ceased' — the blight and mildew of ignorance had fas- 
tened, vulture-like, upon all nations and classes of 
men — and fell superstition swayed the sceptre of uni- 
versal dominion over poor bewildered and oppressed 
humanity.. The holy radiance of the divine nature, 
attributes and perfections had long been concealed 
behind the forbidding cloud of human imperfection^ 
darkness aud depravity, and all nations had become, 
in a greater or less degree, devoted slaves to idola- 
try, spiritual tyranny and iniquity. And now was 
- the time for the ponderous wheels of error, ignorance, 
superstition and sin, to be rolled back — for light, lib- 
erty and truth to be let in upon the world-<-for the 
ajAcient prophecies to bis fulfilled— for the true God 
to be known and honored by his children — for man 
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to understand and appreciate his origin, duty and fi- 
nal de9tination ! O how animating is the contem- 
plation of the wonders of that night when a Savior 
was announced to the peaceful shepherds 1 How 
joyful the rational anticipation of those moral bles- 
sings which shall flow to mankind through his all- 
conquering reign ! 

From the angelic annunciation pf the Redeemer's 
birth, several things are clearly manifest ; and we 
will proceed briefly to notice them, with a view to a 
right understanding of that grace and truth which 
characterize his kingdom. 

1. It is clearly manifest that the gospel system 
was never designed to excite the fears and increase 
the terrors of an unbelieving and sinful world. But 
on the contrary, it was designed, evidently, to allay 
all terrifying emotions in the human breast — to flll 
the mind with an unreserved confidence in the pater- 
nity and love of God-^-^to furnish the despairing and 
fearful soul with a hope sure and steadfast — to in- 
spire the human breast with the sustaining principles 
of a faith which is the confidence of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not seen, and to iit and 
prepare the intellectual world to honor the common 
Father of all with the due^nd constant exercise of 
universal charity, and with correct views of the di- 
vine benevolence, impartial grace, and infinitely glo- 
rious nature and perfections which belong to him. 

2. It is evident from what we have seen, that the 
gospel system was instituted for the ultimate benefit 
of all human intelligences, for the ** good tidings of 
great joy," which compose it, "shall be to a// peo- 
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pie." God must be recognized as an impartial Be* 
ing, if the Scriptures are worthy of confidence^ though 
many of the means by which this fact will in the end 
be made manifest to all men, are now considered ex- 
tremely dark, mysterious and trying. And as this 
system originated in him, its principles must accord 
with the same spirit of impartial goodness. It is 
called in the Bible "the gospel of the grace of God," 
" the gospel of salvation," the " gospel of truth," but 
never the gospel of divine vengeance, the gospel of 
damnation, or the gospel of death to any creature in 
the universe. It is as perfectly benevolent to the 
worst of sinners as was its illustrious founder, Jesus 
of Nazareth, who prayed for the forgiveness and sal- 
vation of his murderers, while expiring upon the cross 
where they had nailed him. 

3. It is farther evident from the circumstances at- 
tending the birth of Jesus, and the annunciation of 
the same to the shepherds, that the gospel system 
embraces a Savior for cUl; as the purport of the mes- 
sage was—*' This day is born in the city of David, 
a Savior which is Christ the Lord." A Savior for 
whom ? St Paul answers, a Savior for *' all men."^ 
Hence, he ** gave himself a ransom for all — tasted 
death for every manu" In view of all this, it is by no. 
means strange that a multitude of the heavenly host at-^ 
tended the annunciation of the Savior's birth,and burst 
forth in heavenly concert, saying — " GJory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good wiU to men." 
We are informed that " there is more joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth, than over ninety and 
nine just persons that need no repentance ;" hence, 
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in sure prospect of universal feconciliatioDy holinesa 
and immortal bliss, through the Savior that was born 
in the city of David, the angelic song was perfectly 
appropriate add consistent. Let all true believers, 
then, heartily unite their voices with the heavenly 
choir, and chant the song of universal grace, recon-' 
ciliation, salvation and glory, while '* life, and thought, 
and being last" Amen ! 



CHAPTER IX. 

CALVINISM THE DEVIL'S DOCTRINE. 

Kind reader, have patience while I explain myself^ 
for I acknowledge, without the following explanalion^ 
the phrase at the head of this article would appear 
like retaliation^ and we wish never to return railing 
for railing, nor violate the 9th commandment, but on 
the contrary to exercise that charily which •* thinketh 
no evil," which '* sufiereth long and is kind." 

Long have the preachers of God's universal grace, 
stood accused, by their religious oppose rs, of giving 
cutrency to the DeviVs Doctrine, We have in^Taria- 
bly denied the charge, and plead not guilty ; and have 
uniformly endeavored to maintain the position that 
orthodoxy was a much nearer resemblance of the doc- 
trincB held and promulgated by that arch deceiver. 
We have on a number of occasions undertaken to 
show, and we think have conclusively shown that this 
was the faith which he undertook to assert in his first 
sernion, in the garden of Eden, in his private confab 
with mother Eve, while her husband was abseut« — 
We bare it to lament j to be sure, \\i«kX Av^ ^<3»\i^^ ^s^ 
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easily have become his convert, but it is useless to 
whine over past misfortunes, while future ones are 
advancing upon us. But if our arguments have all 
failed, if our indefatigable exertions have all proved 
abortive, and if we had fallen almost into despair, for 
the fear that our views of the subject would never be 
so universally approbated as to be rendered poptiJor ; 
still, all such gloomy forebodings must now vanish — 
a bright ray of hope must now< enliven our drooping 
spirits, and cause our fainting hearts to rejoice in view 
of the happy prospect of our sentiments, in relation 
to this subject at least, becoming the universal opinion. 
The reader may be anxious to know what has giv- 
en rise to this sudden and important change in our 
prospects and feelings. We will hasten with all brev- 
ity to the relief of his anxiety. 

On perusing a sermon delivered by the Rev. Jona- 
than Edwards, late president of Princeton college, we 
find him to be precisely of our opinion in relation to 
the devil's doctrine ; and for the benefit of the cause 
of truth, and the immediate relief of many who 
are pow in darkness and unbelief of this important 
truth, which Dr. Edwards and all Universalist 
preachers advocate, we hasten to lay it before the 
public through the medium of this volume. That I 
may not be accused of misrepresenting the Doc- 
tor's statement, I shall transcribe his own words, as 
found in a small hookj entitled '< The Justice of God 
in the (endless) damnation of sinners,^^ 94th page near 
the bottom. The words are as follows : " The de^ 
vil is orthodox in his faith — he is no Deist^ Socinian ow 
Arian. He believes the true scHeme ot dActrtne — thes 
articles of his faith are all aocred,^* 
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With these aolemn and affecting truths before thee, 
kind reader, in what light, but that of falsehood can 
you view the statement made by Lemuel Haines^ and 
so often repeated by his colleagues, (viz :) that *^ the 
devil was the first Universalist preacher V^ Does not 
the Rev. Doctor tell you 'plainly and positively that 
Calvinism is the DeviVs Doctrine ^ and that the devil^ 
being <* orthodox in hisfaith,^^ is an orthodox preacher? 

How priest Edwards knew positively that the devil 
was a true Calvinist in his *' doctrine," settled and 
grounded in the ^^faith^^^ I know not ; he unquestion- 
ably knew, and we can infer enough from the strik- 
ing similarity exhibited in the conduct and disposition 
of the devil and John Calvin^ to convince us of the 
truth of the Dr's« statement. But at all events, when 
this comes generally to be known among the Calvin- 
ists, and the mere ipse dixit of Dr. Edwards wil] con- 
stitute sufficient proof to them of the fact, I think we 
may rationally expect to bo exonerated from so false 
and unfounded a charge in future ; for we desire not 
to be associated with Dr. Edwards and bis '^ orthodox 
deviV in the promulgation of any ''doc/nnc." We 
have supposed for a long time that there was an evil 
spirit in connexion with them in carrying on their dark 
designs against the liberties of our country ; but we 
had not supposed that they would so readily acknowl- 
edge that their religious sentiments or creed was in 
perfect harmony in all its parts with that of the devil. 
If the reader should be disposed to censure the pe- 
culiar phraseology of the above article, the blame 
must rest on President Edwards^ and not on the wri- 
terr for he has only given a fait ati^Voxva^x. ^^t^^'?^ ^ 
tbeDr^a. statements. 



CHAPTER X. 

AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION. 

The Christian community are divided into two dis- 
tinct classes in regard to the dnration of the Devil, Sin 
and Death. The minor class seems to embrace the 
only people in Christendom who doubt their eternal 
existence, and yet, strange as it may appear, they are 
the only people that appear to lay under the heavy 
charge of propagating the "devil's doctrine," ^fow 
which doctrine would be likely to suit the devil the 
best — that which teaches the total destruction of him, 
and all his works, and the universal triumph of holi- 
ness and bliss ; or that which gives him an endless and 
successful reign over a vast majority of those crea- 
tures who rightfully and properly belong to the God 
who made them 1 It cannot require the mind of a 
Newton or a Franklin, to see which doctrine would be 
most pleasing to his Satanic majesty ; nay, the mind 
even of a child, would be able correctly to decide this 
matter, if it were free from the direful effects of a su- 
perstitious and blinding tradition ! And a doctrine 
which is most congenial to the mind of the devil» must 
be the deviVs doctrine, as he would be most likely to 
give it his sanction and his aid. 

But we will now briefly investigate the comparative 
claims of these two respective classes, to the true doc- 
tiine of Divine Revelation. 

What evidence has ever been adduced to prove the 

endless existence of the devil, sin and death ; or even 

o^helly which is thought to be an invisible Pandemon^ 

htm ? [Pahce of devils.] Not a solitary testimony 

can be brought from the sacred oiaa\e^<) Xo ^M^^ot^. 
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mich a aentiment« Nothing but tho moral excrescen- 
ces whicb have ff rown out of an amalgamation of 
Ohristianity, Judaism and Paganism, and strengthened 
by the united influence ofignoranpe, avarice, supersti- 
tion and cruelty, have ever been offered in support of 
such an unreasonable dogma* If any better evidenQe 
can be given, the Universalist Press will be open 
to any decent friend, or advocate, of the doctrine ; and 
he can have a fair opportunity for pleading the dwiVs 
cause J and. showing, if he can, thatatn, anddeo/A, and 
Ad/, will endlessly endure. 

We will no^w take the liberty of proving from the 
BibUf which we take as the rule and guide of our 
faith and practice, that the devil, hell, sin^ death and^ 
mt)9eii(, shall cease and bene more. St. Paul says 
that Christ took upon him flesh and blood, *^ that thro' 
death he might destroy him that hath tho power of 
death, thai is the deviU" Thus the destruction of the 
dml is proved, tinless the testimony of St. Paul can 
be invalidated. The prophet Hosea says, *' O hades 
[&e[/,] lioUt be ihy destiMction,'^ speaking in the name 
of God. H«Bce, we may certainly anticipate the 
time when hell shctll be no more ; and we shall soon' 
see that there will be no need of such a place, for the 
prophet Daniel gives a set time in which **sin shall be 
fiiishedff ' and transgression brought to an end,^* The 
old worn-out tradition, that the sinner will blaspheme 
the name of God to all eternity, is here effectually rp- 
f uted,4|^]eG;8 blasphemy in hefl is no sin !l B ut again • 
St Paulvskys, *^the last enemy shaU he ctettrct^^x 
DiATH.'* Whether there be three Vdnda o^ ^^»2C^ ^^ 
m, death of evefy kind must be ** deslro^edr ^^ ^^ 
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death would be leA tindestroyed. But to concIude.-«» 
The Revclator specifies a time, after' which «* flier^ 
shall be no pain, neither sorrow nor crying ;" and he 
adds, << for the former things shall have passed away, 
apd behold, all things are become new.*' 

From the foregoing testimonies, which are but a 
few of the number which might be presented if ne- 
cessary, we learn that Universalists believe in accor- 
distnce with the teachings of Divine Revelation ; and 
we also learn, that this system is directly .opposed to 
the doctrine which would best please the devil. 

Now it is no more than just that things should be 
distinguished by their proper names. Therefore, we 
would wish that the anti-scriptural sentiment which 
teaches the endless reign of the devil, death, hell and 
sin, which sentiment must be extremely pleasing ta 
the arch adversary, might be recognized in its truet 
character, and justly denominated the devil*s docirint. 
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"I WOULD NOT LIVE ALWAY.", 

** I would not live alway" this side of the: tomb. 
Deprived of the rciptures of heaven my home i 
Where glorified spirits and angels above, 
Rejoice in the presence of infinite love. 

"I would not live alway'* imperfect— impure, 
Where sin's many sorrows my soul must endure ; 
Where the storms of temptation incessant! v blow. 
On the pilgrim of earth while he wandfer* bclaw. . 

***I would not live alway" where death is so near, 
Where his arrows are objects of dread and of fi&ar 5 
Por tbo pearl o( contentmenl'W not to be foundi^ 
Where change and decay uiuvew«\ «^wivw^^^ , 
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** I would not live alway'' where God is not seen, 
Where the * vail' and the < cov'riog' must both ikter^ 

vene, : ' 

For I long to depart and asoend to my home, 
And o'er the bright fields of eternity rocun. 

*^ I would not live alway ;" O let me arise. 
From this frail mortal state to my God in the skies ; 
Where the anthems of praise in full chorus shall swell, 
And the glorified millions eternally dwell. 



LINES SUGGESTED BY THE SUDDEN 
DEATH OF A NEIGHBOR. 

In all the brief concerns of life, 
Howe'er we Jive, whatever we do ; 

How soon from this vain world of strife, 
By God's appointment we may go ! 

■ - » 

The brittle thread of life, how small ! 

On which all earthly prospects rest ; 
How soon death's gloomy, sable pall. 
May overspread the clay-cold breast ! 

How ofl at noon, in healthful plight, 
A fellow mortal's heart beats high ; 

And still, before the close of light, 
His friends are called to see nim die ! 

Great God ! thy councils who shall scan, 
And show why things are thus designed-— 

That thy loved ofispring, sentient man. 
So soon must leave the world behind I 

But here I rest — I ask no more. 

Why thou hast thus creation plannM ; 

Yet one thing stlH, I would implot^ — 
To reverence thy all ruling Viau^. 
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REMEMBER ME— TO A SISTER. 

Jbmember me, my sister dear, 

Whea far from thee my lot is cast ; 

Where not one former fr end i» nearr 
To talk with me of «ea8009 past. 

B/tmtvfihtr met when toils oppress, 
'ly hen labor overpowers my traq^e ; 
When wasting nature in distressi 
Can call oa no familiar name. 

Ibmtmbtr me, when storms arise ; 

When tempests rage around my cotf 
When li^ni'ngs flasn athwart the skies ^ 

And minor fioeiies are all forgot, 

JZememfrer me, ,when skies serene. 
And pleasant suns upon me smile ; 

When yernail leaves in brightest green, 
My lonely hours would Tain beguile. 

JS^member me, v^hen lowly bow'd. 

With contrite heart in prayejr fpr thee ; 

When holy thoughts upon me cro^^di 
Of her I then shall long to isee* 

Rtmenibtir me^ when cold and dead ; 

Wheel all my wanderings here are o'er ; 
When absence I no longer dread. 

From her I lovedy but see no moce« 

Jteme^er m^e, when in the graye 
If y l>ody cold and lifeless lies ; 

When (704 my ransomed soul shall save, 
And crown with bliss beyond the skies. 

JBemember me, 'till there we meet, 

Frpm^ cares and parting scenes set free ; 
'Till then may recollection sweet, 
. OR whisper there, *' r«mft)H*w Wt ' 



LINES ON THE DEATH OF AN INFANT. 

Tiie.frost of death untimely camoj 
And nipped the bud so green and fair ; 

It fell, but left its lovely name, 
The only boon of tender care. 

But in a purer world above, 

It thrives and blooms in glory bright ; 
Where pains and death, a parent's love, 

Can never more annoy and blight« 

Dear brother, sister, grieve no more, 
Your absent loved one is at rest ; 

It's gone where angels high adore, 
The God whose name is ever blessed. 

There shall you this sweet cherub meet, 
Where parting tears no more shall flow — 

Where joy immortal and complete, 
A ransomed universe shall know. 



THE LOVE OF GOD. 

Iq nature's ample rounds, 

Wherever we turn our eyes, 
The love of God abounds, 
And fills us with surprise : 
The warming sun, the healthful breeze, 
The fruitful earth, the blooming tree? ; 
AH testify that God above. 
Is truly endless — boundless loye. 

Go to the distant poles, 

Where frost eternal reigns, 
And in its chilling folds, 
The earth and air retains : 
The furs and game, the fire and nirpod, 
The skill-lined hut, the wholesome food ,' 
All testify that God abov^^ 
Is truly endless — '\)ouxi4\a^^\QiH^% 
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Go to the tropic Isles, 

Where Sol's bright scorching rays^ 
The human skin defiles, 

With fervent, melting blaze : 
The richest fruit perpetual grows, 
And every needed blessing flows ; 
To testify that God above. 
Is truly endless — ^boundless love. 

Go where the thoughts may lead, 

O'er ocean, earth, or air, 
A sure supply for every need» 
Meets every creature there : 
The great Creator's goodness shines, 
And with his wisdom close combines ; 
To testify that God above. 
Is truly endless — boundless love. 

But when the Gospel shines, 

Declaring God'd free grace^ 
In pure immortal lines. 
To all the human race : 
It brings to view eternal life. 
The end of sin and carnal strife f 
it testifies that God above, 
Is truly endless— -boundless l6ve» 



FOR A YOUNG LADY'S ALBUM. 

' Tis not the form of youthful mould, 
• Tis not the rosy — ^blooming cheejc ; 
' Tis naught that youth and wit unfold. 
That -can your praises always speaks 

But 'lis the charms religion gives — 
The pearls that deck the pious mind ; 
Which crown the Lady while she lives, 
With honors nob\e, ticYv, te^Ti^^, 
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ERRATA. 

The ffljlowing eitoni wiere not nptieed till one ^tnth of 
the forda was worked off. It was then corrected. 
Paf4, 202, last line, for'<there^'read/A«e 

" 200, first line in the poetic article, for " lamb*' read tomh* 

** 201, third stansa, first line^ poetry, fpr * ' blight'' read jtHght 

Some few other errors may have escaped detection which, 

if any, the reader will correct. . . 
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